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EDITOR'S PREFACE

This is the last in a series of four volumes issued b

y the 306th Bomb G
Association to provide its membership with more detailed information ab:z:P
the activities of the four combat squadrons of the 306th Bombardment Group

The four diaries were prepared between 1942 and 1945 by the several intelli-
gence officers assigned to the squadrons. In this volume at least three men
actually did the writing at various times, which accounts for the diversity
in vocabulary and approach to the subject at hand. The editor is certain that
much of the 1945 effort was done by someone who remains unidentified.

These diaries deal in large measure with the combat phase of squadron life,
but may frequently include other aspects of events at Thurleigh, Bedfordshire
England, the home of the 306th Bombardment Group from early September 1942 ané
continuing until late 1945, long after the end of hostilities in Europe.

Much of the material contained in these diaries furnished the essential data
for the editor in his history of the 306th, First Over Germany.

Appended to the diaries are several lists that have been compiled in more re-
cent years and represent an attempt to place men and aircraft in their proper
slots in the organization. These lists have previously appeared in 306th Echoes,

the Association's quarterly newspaper, but have been edited and enhanced since
those printings.

As a rule, the editor has refrained from changing the original writing, but has
added first names, and in some cases names of other crew members, to give a bet-
ter overall picture of combat operations to those reading about it fifty years
later. He has been given great assistance through having at hand much of the
mission report records, enabling him to verify just which person was involved
when men with identical last names participated during a given period.

More names have been added to this volume than any of its predecessors, this
being due to the particular styles of one or two of the authors. We hope that
our additions will enhance the reader's enjoyment.

The editor will be pleased if you will contact him with any additional data or
corrected information after you have had an opportunity to peruse this volume.
Such action enabled the editor to correct a name in a reprinc of the 367th book.
He is especially interested in receiving copies of 306th Group, Statiom 11l and
Squadron special orders that were issued almost daily from the inception of the
Group and until the end of May 1945.

The editor also wishes to extend his thanks and appreciation to various members
of the Board of Directors of the Association who encouraged and supported this
massive publishing effort, which has amounted to nearly 700 pages of material.

Russell A. Strong

5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

August 1993
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368ch BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) 1

1942

MARCH
18-31

27

28

The Squadron was activated at Salc Lake

the forming of this new squadron lay greE:t:v:::s?a;:.D::::::
8, 1941, che United States found itself swept into the war Uh:l
had been closing around it for over two years. Following the ©
incredible treachery of Japan, and almost before the smoke of
Pearl Harbor had cleared, she grimly scarced forging new weapon:
to descroy the Axis. First among these new weapons was a new Al
Force, already well underwvay as a defensive wveapon and an aid cc
those countries which had been holding the line. Backbone of thi
force, the new "heavy arcillery of the air," bombardment squad-
rons were formed as fast as possible to attack the heart of the
Axis. Among these new squadrons was the 368th, destined to be
developed and trained under pressure uncil it should be readv to
take its part in the actack. J

Le. William A. Lanford was appointed commanding officer of the
new unit. Its entire scarting membership included three officers,
Les. William Friend, William E. O'Brien and Marlen Reber, and 11
enlisced men, among vhom were Pfc Woodrow Gurr and Pves. Ralph
Anderson, Lavergne Germann,George F. Groeber, Herman Kappel,
Irvin S. Karpman and Paul Nelson.

Three B-18s and one A-17 ware assigned to che 306th Group, of
which chis squadron formed a part, and instrument flying started
irmediately. The A-17 was considered a remarkable plame by our
squadron, Opinion vas that {t could just about fly, and that it
had only ona speed. It flew, climbed and landed, all ac 110 mph.

Lts. James M. Ferguson, Robert A. Gearhart, Elbert 0Odle and Wal-
ter N. Smiley joined the squadron.

Lts. Richard G. Hodson, John M. Regan, Roberc W. Seelos, Robert
W. Smith and Louis M. Schulscad, Jr., arrived. Lts. William Friem
William E. O'Brien and Marlen Reber were ordered to tramsicion
school to learn about the intricacies of four-engined planes.

Under pressure of the war, the squadron and its fellow squadrons
of the 306ch, the 3167ch, 369th and 34ch, were moved to Wendover,
Utah, 120 miles from Salt Lake City, which would be their home
until they were ready to leave for action. Here conditions were
“rugged". The former emergency landing field had just about been
officially named as "air base”, and only a handful of buildings
were cosmpleced. There was neither heat nor electricity and there
was occasionally snow om the ground. The enlisted men lived in
teats, vhile the officers slept in the only barracks, as many as
six to a room meant for two. The enlistced men's cook tent was such
a shaky affair that it blew down chree cimes in one day.

In the words of Sgt. Marshall E. Baker: "Pvt. John Doe, afcer a
long and tiresome journey, the last part of which was across 'No
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APRIL (econ't} HMan's Land' (The Great Salc Lake Desart), arrives ac & rallroad
station at the wvest extremity of Utah, at perhaps 9 a.m. He
glances curiously out of che visdow of the coach, and ies noc
the rain thac makes his wvonder ‘What in the hell have [ done to
deserve chia?™. This is wvhac is before his ayes: On the norch
side of che tracks the wiklage of Wendover, or "Lefcover"™ as
it was later to be appropriacely called by Bob Hope. Besides the
R.R. scatlon previously mentioned, thera wvere a fev scattered
houses, a gesaral “Jot-Ez<Dowm' store, a cafe, two filling sca-
tions, eight small trees and cthe famous Stace Line Hotel jusc
across the line on che Hewvada side, all under the shadow of che
towering mounctains in the background. How Pve. Dos, though half
dazed, becomes brave esough to glance to the south. There is
Wendover Fiald wvhich is by Far sostly field. There is & radio
fowvar, Evo rusvays, Owo B—1Ba, [our barracks to the sasc of which
are many rows of besutiful cencs. Pve. Doe has jusc come froo
Eeealer Fileld, Sheppard Field, Forc Logam or some other well
eacablished camp and vhat he nov seas cakes & mosc unpleasanc
contrast. As tha GI trucks roll his merrily dovo to hesdquarcers,
and lacer those besutiful ceots, he bhas & sort of losc feeling
apd thinks of wvhar s lovely boms he left behind.™

AE Wendover, instrument training wvas continued as fasc as che
limiced number of planes would allow. The J6Beth devoced irself
chiefly to tha B=18 it had brought [rom Salt Lake, HO. 7505. A
B=17 wvas brought over from Fendleton, Ore., to check out the
higher ranking officers, Col. Charles Overacker and Col. Curcis
LeMay being the only onea already experienced wich ic.

Heaowhile, under the lsadership of Le. William Lanford, the
squadron was belog rapidly organized. The pace was alsost equal to
the world's record of }68 HFH set by Joha Cobb oo the nearby
salc flacs. Hew =en were comdng ia fast and wvere being assigned
as Ear as possible te work im which they were experienced and
which chey liked.

Le. W. Curcis Helton arrived oo April 1 and was made A [light com=
mander; Lg. William Friemd waa operations officer; Lic. James H.
Ferguson, supply; Lt. Louls H. Schulacad, parsonnel; Lo. Robert A.
Gaarhatt, soagineering; Le. Elbert Ddle, comsunications, and Le.
Walcer Smiley pinch hit inm both cperations aod engimeeriog. ALL

of these jobs vere done in addiciea to flying.

& A cadre of %4 enlisced sen wvas assigoed to the squadrom. Sgc.
Marshall E. Baker was sade cthe firsc officlal squadrom clerk. Sge.
Henry Cordery arrived ansd was made first sergeant, the squadron's
firse promocicn. 5/5gt. James F. Tyler becams the firsc line chief;
Pfe Woodrow Gurr, [irst armssent chief; Pve. Stanley F. Gulou,
firsc =eas pargeanc, and Pvr. Béernard Higglos, Jr., firsc sogimneer-
ing clerk.

The firasc six radiec operacors arrived from radioc school: Pves.
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1942

APRIL (coa'c)

10

20

25

MAY

Waverly Ormond, Raymond K. Banks., Richard H

ac
Keskey, Roberc F. Nelson and Mahlon Spover kuworeh, William .

Le. William Lanford, squadron commander, was promo

During this month the enlisted men picched 1npca h::: ;ini::c:::.
camp and field. Sgt. Henry Cordery found this involved plenty of
leg work. Every morning he got the boys out and wrescled with the
long names at roll call. Some 10 men were detailed every day to
carry beacon lights up to the tops of the surrounding mountains.
This vas wvas tough wvork, involving use of block and tackle, and
many were the pairs of GI shoes worm out on the rocks back of
Wendover. Pvts. Thomas P. Piazza, Loren (Dan) Pleasant and Paine
were among the regulars on this work. Cpl. Arthur U. Friedman
and others set to work on wiring Tent City.

Le. Walter Smiley wrecked his car coming back from Salt Lake and
vas in the hospital for a time. His car, however, he saved from

the fate of those other wrecks vhich were to be seen standing in
che lake abandoned and covered with salc.

Meanwhile, the enlisted men played the officers some games of base-
ball, the losers to buy the beer. Needless to say, the officers
bought the beer.

Baseball rivalry starcted up with the 423rd squadron, and the 368cth
came out ahead on the games played. The crews pitched horse shoes
wvhile waiting turns at the planes, and there was some jack rabbic
hunting in the mouncains.

Sgt. John P. Sampson arrived and vas made Tech Supply chief. Sgt.
Jerome Stutz was made supply sergeant.

Lt. Edwin H. Reeder joined the squadron and became a flight com—
mander until early July wvhen he was transferred under special or-
ders.

Early this month new barracks were finished for the squadron, aand
the men hustled in out of the sum, and to some extent at least
out of the sand. Equally wvelcome were a real mess hall, day room
and orderly room. Sgt. John Reynolds presided over the orderly
room as sergeant major, assisted by Sgt. Marshall E. Baker, squad-
ron clerk, and Sgt. Warren H. Utzal, Cpl. Paul Kastnoer and Pfc
Orlie Parker, Jr.

The mess hall was christened with a beer party, the first co be
held on the squadron fund.

As the camp mushroomed out, the squadron also grew, men and offi-
cers being added daily to 1ts roster from all cthe training schools
throughout the nation. Armorers came from Lowry Field, radio opera
tors from Scott, mechanics from Sheppard and gunners from Las Vega
from all walks of life they came, now fully trained and wich ome
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HAY feem't) purpose in mind, the forming of the 368ch.

The squadron's firse B-1TE's were assigned, and togecher with
the old E=18, cransition progressed rapidly. Lts. James H. Fer=-
guson and Waleer 4. Swmiley were the firsc cwo pllots co check
out as principal pilots.

Altitude bombing uwp o 20,000 feet, with sguadron formation
gunnery training, was soon begun. The B-178 vere given & real
pounding as no addicional plames were acquired until che erip
to Wesrover lacer in the summer.

15 Pvt. Lavergne Germann was discharged ac his family's requesc
in chat he was uoder age (ooly 16).
21 Lt. Bobert D. Scevens jolined the sguadron as engiloeering offiecer.
22 Pve. Arcthur Chapman joined chs squadron.
28 Following the Japanese atcack om the Aleurian Islands, che

squadron and several crevs wvere sent to Ephrata, Wash., om
patrol duty. Several missions were performed before cheae
crews toturned to the squadron.

JUHE

L Forty-two enlisced men were promoced: 16 te 5/Sgt., 13 co Sge,
and 13 to Corporal.

2 ind Lrs. Charles G. Grimea, Victor H. France and Jamea W. Knapp
vere assigned to che aquadron as navigacors.

1o Lt. Col. Curtis LeMay, who had been executive officer of the
06ch, was assigned co cthe J05ch Group as commanding officer.
Col. Overacker's scaff included LTC Douglas Coleman as 5-1,
Msjor Wactcs B. Humphrey as 5-2, Major Delmar E. Wilson as 5-1
and Cape. Charles W. Polaosky as 5=&.

15 Hew offlcers joined tha squadron almosr daily betveen the middle

sand the eod of the mooth: Ind Lts. Ray Arcusy, Wallace Boring.
Cannon, Richard F. Haonson, Omer Gonzales, John J. Hogan, Edward
Miazza, Carl G. Jones, Edgar Hallman, Charles Ketchie, Jomeph
Kosakowski, VanDyke McKelvey, Fobert T. Lewvy, Bennecc, Willlam
W. Saunders, Fraok C, Zasadil and Jesae L. Milburn.

Capt. William Lanferd, squadron commander, was promoted to major,
thus achieving the full rank of aquadron comander.

Furloughs were given for che Efirac cisme, and Pfc Joseph Trama was
the first man £o go. Excepr for combat crews, all who had gquali-
fied in chelr jobs were eligible, and about half of cthese took che
chance £tz go home.
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JUNE (con't)

28

JULY

1st Lc. William Raper and 20d Lts. Foster G. Daniels

L. Sterling transferred into the squadro
Lt. Raper was made o from servic

win H. Reeder.

and Edwin

e in Hawaii,
commander of B Flight upon the loss of Lc. Ed-

306th Headquarters Squadron was broken up and 45 men were trans-

ferred to the 368th. During the month the squadron took on 94
newv men.

During this month the squadrom was brought to {ts full combat
strength for the first time. With the arrival of 28 additional

men and officers, they began to function as complete unit, ready
for active service.

There vere many promotions: T/Sgts. Bernard A. Fahey, Armold G.
Cunderson and James F. Tyler became the squadron's first master
sergeants. Later in the month, by promotion, T/Sgts. William F.
Cavaness, B. F. Crossland, Woodrow Gurr and George G. Owen came
to the same grade. S/Sgts. Ocel Black, Joha P. Sampson and Paul
R. Ward wvere promoted to T/Sgta.

Capt. Jeremiah F. 0'Sullivan and Lt. Alfred W. Weld became 368th
S-2 officer and assistant.

The day passed unobserved except for vast consumption of Coca-Col.
in an attempt to wash down the desertc dusc.

1st. Lt. W. Curtis Melton promoted to captain, AUS-AC. lsc Lt.
Thurman Dawson joined the squadron as ordnance officer.

Sgt. Marshall E. Baker succeeds Sgt. John J. Reynolds as sergeant
major, as Reynolds transferred to Officer Candidate School.

Fred Waring dedicated a nev number to the 368th on his Sunday
evening broadcast. To make sure our old rivals, che 423rd, would
be listening too, a2 telegram was sent to Maj. Wilson advising hia
that che number was to be dedicated to the 423rd.

lsc Lt. Phil G. Kraft, mess and camouflage officer, joined che
squadron and Lt. Edgar Hallman became transportation and supply
officer. Ten new combat officers arrived: 2nd Lts. Luther Bergen
Robert Dresp, Robert R. Fryer, Fred Gillogly, Donald R. Greene,
Maxwell Judas, Alex Kramarinko, Robert Miller, George W. Owens, [
and Martin M. Strauss.

Thirty-two officers and men flew in from Wesctover Field, Mass.,
with eight new B-17Es. Now at full sctrength in planes and persoa~
nel, the squadron ran long practice missions to bomb deserc tar-
gets in Alamogordo, Muroc and Alingcton. Desert targec maps vere
dravn on which enemy defenses were faked. Six crews were sent off
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1942

JULY (con't)

during the night wich couplice briefings, and were interrogated

_when cthey arrived back in the morning.

27

28

AUGUST

16

Bumors of the impending move flew around the camp in these last
two weeks of the monch.

lst Lt. Harold D. Munal, medical officer, heretofore attached to
the squadron was verbally assigned and promoted to the grade of
captain this dace.

A teviev by Maj. Gen. Robert Olds, following the last practice
mission, celebrated promotions of all gunners to the grade of
sergeant and was our final event at Wendover. On the heels of
the general's visit came final orders for packing up, and so the
last days of cthe month were spent.

Both the air and ground echelons left Wendover Field and were
bound east for their separate staging areas. The crews flew
first to Scott Field, Ill., wvhere they endured the heat wicth a
tresendous poker game. Next day they flew on to Westover Field,
Mass., and settled down to plenty of work were alleviated by a
first rate mess. There they joined the Atlantic submarine patrol,
armed with depch charges, in daily missions at 50' to 500' and
sav the vast amount of water but no subs.

In the absence of ground crevs, all hands pitched in at maince-
nance and proved to their own satisfaction that they could take
care of the new B-17Fs which were replacing the E models.

Although only one flight was allowed off each night, a surprising
aumber of crevs managed to show up at the Roger Smith Hotel each
evening for dancing. Everyone enjoyed the luxury of not having to
drive 130 miles to Salt Lake City for their entertainmment.

lst Le. William S. Raper promoted to captain AUS(AC). Maj. William
A. Lanford flew to Washington, D.C., and brought back an approved

squadron inaignia.

Meaavhile, the ground echelon had been packed into sleeping cars,
tvo men to every lower, and fairly cravled easctward for four and
one-half long days. Somehow, everyone remained good natured. The
time passed playing poker, making sorties for beer, and wvondering
vhere they were going. No one was lost en route, except Lt. Edgar
Hallman, who got off to telephone and missed the train. Catching
the next express, Lt. Hallman was back with the 3638th Special
eight hours later, so we still have our supply officer.

_The ground echelon found Richmond air base a very successful ex-

ample of a dispersed field. Washington would have, no doubt, been
gratified to know that it took a man's entire time o get from
one building to another, with no time at all for drill.

The ground echelon arrived at Fort Dix, N.J. This vast Port of

_—

.
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AUGUST (con't) Embarkation had the duty of giving the men and equipment final
touches before sailing.

30 The ground echelon again packed and entrained and within a few

hours was being ferried across the black wacers of che Hudson
River to the huge Queen Elizabech waiting at the pier. The nexc
day, with 16,000 men packed into her cabins, che ship starced
her solitary rum across The Pond, as many as 16 men to a cabin
with close quarcers, parcticularly wvhen the bunks had to be slepc
in in shifts. The besc spot vas a life raft on deck where a fel-
low could dig himself in for a good snooze. All night "21" games
between decks passed the time that vasa't speat in a chow line
or wvatching the ses. There vas nothing else to do except to sic
it out and leave the Navy to carry the ball. The only sign of
war was the rattle of 20mm machine guns every worning in a lim-
bering up workout. There was the report one morning that the

ship had swung around for a time during the night upon detecting
sub dead ahead.

[
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OCTORER Promocions: 5/5gts. George H. Allen, Jack A. Biely and Wilbur
M. Hoffman and 5gc. Robaret V. Bradley to T/S5ges; T/5ges. Ocel
Black and Willlam M. Drumm, and 5/5gta. Orval V. Clark, Joseph
A. A, Des Roches, James H. Edoney, Hermam A, Davis, Faul R. Maya,
Robert J. Troutz and Gilbert E. Walker to M/Sges.

g LILLE: This was the day cthe squadron had bees tralning for since
Harch, the firsc attack oo an eoesy carget. Briefing wvas before
dawvn, following & night in wvhich ordnance and arsament men swesc-
#d over bomba and guna, vhile che Group sctaff wvas vorking out che
route and enesy defenses. Everyooe was “eager™, includimg Col.
Charles B. Oweracker, Group commander, Who vas to lead cthe for-
gacion, and who's only disappoloc was that the Group was to be
sanduiched in between ocher groups, since it was the nevcomer. Ac
0830 all was set and seven of the squadron's crewvs, led by HMaj.
William Lanford, Capec. William 5. Raper and Joha H. Regan, and
Les. Octo Buddenbaum, Robert W. Seelos, Walter H. Smiley and Ro-
bert W. Smich took off. Rendervous was made at Felixacowe with
the other groups at 0911, and sll swept over France to a poinot
beyond the targec, and then ran over the greac Fives-Lille loco-
pocive works, already clouded with smoke vhen the }68ch saw it,

dropped their bomba and made for the coast.

How, the first ene=y planes to the seen by the squadron rose to the
attack. Silver and yellow FW 190a poured I0e= cannon shells ince
cur airerafr. A burst injured Sgt. Arthur Chapman's hand and
shoulder in the walsc position of Lt. Sealos’ plame. But. Chapman
aruck to his gua vith his remaining hand, while Sgt. Stanley F.
Scemknski knocked down an sctacking FW |50 in flames. Sgct. Edeund
Becker frore his hands in Lt. Boddenbaus's ship, trying cto recover
his oxygen mask, vhile Pvt. Eobert Liscavage probably accounted for
anccher 190. Le. S5ealos and Capr. Regan both came home on three
engines. Capt. Regan's plane, suffering other damage as well,
traliled the formiclon uoder heavy fire, but also accounted for am
enexy fighter. All our crews came homs safely. On landing, Le.
Smilevy's crev found twesty holes in the nose and tall of chelr plane.

10 From this dacte until the epd of the month many rvailds wvere planmed,
and day afcer day the crevs cravled ouc of bed [or briefing before
davn. Esch tims, howvever, the faniliar word "scrubbed" was passed
arcund the field sometise later in the sorning, and cthe “Baccle of
cthe Wash™ was conctinued inscead.

0 The final group of emlisted men, vhich had been swveacing our the
sonch i the casouflaged tents in cthe cow pasture, hustled Into
che newly-completed barracks to thaw out, The mess vas on cthe up
apd up now; In fact, the combat crevws found 1t just like Wescover.
Effeccive 15 Ocetober, 5/5gcs. William E. Baker, Jasmes R. Curty,
Charles F. Fehr, Donald 8. Hepler, Sylvester Horatmann, Williams H.
Feskey and Mahlon Snover vere promoced co T/Sgts.

29 lst Les. William Friend apd John H. Regan were promoted to caprains.
ind Les. Raymond Artusy, Wallace Boring, Fred Gillogly, Edgar Hall-
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OCTOBER (con't)

14

man, Joseph Ko
uad; lzcczca- sakowski, Jesse Milburn and Jackson Routt wer:

Raid planned on Lille was scrubbed after briefing.

BREST -~ This raid, the squadron's second, put a

four weeks of scrubbed missions, and was t:e s::r:n:ft:naai;
out actack on submarine bases on the Western Freach coast. wi
vas to last through November. Major Willfam Lanford and Lt.
Otto Buddenbaum again pilocted their aircrafe, accompanied by
Lt. Marlen Reber and Lt. James M. Perguson as pilots, and mar
crev members out on their first raid. All bombed the target
through heavy overcast except Lt. Buddenbaum, who was forced
to turn back because of the illness of a crew member.

FW 150s attacked and Sgt. Willism E. Baker, cail gunner in Lt
Seealos' a/c, got in six bursts at one coming in level asterm,
causing it to dive in flames. It was destroyed. Tail gunner S;
James W. Haywood, in Maj. Lanford's a/c, damaged another FW at
tacking from the same quarter, and tail gunner Sgt. James V.
Loving damaged a second, assisted by other gunners inm L. Ferg
son's plane. All our five planes and crews returned safely, af
giving enemy fighters a good drubbing.

LILLE - Five crews, with Major William Lanford flying with Col
William H. Cleveland, took off. A weak engine in Capt. William
Raper's plane compelled him to return from the Chaonel as the
ship couldn't keep up, and gun failure forced Lt. Walter N. Sai
ley to return also. Three a/c, including Lts. Smiley, Otcto Bud-
denbaum and James M. Ferguson, bombed the primary ac 22,000 fee
along with ten ocher a/c of the 306ch Group. Many bursts on tar
get vere seen. Our crews called it an "easy raid", largely due
superb Spitfire cover, and only the 369th, lagging to protect a
crippled ship, suffered from FW 190 attacks. Richard Hackworth,
tadio operator, suffered frozen cheeks.

ST. NAZAIRE - Six squadron a/c took off and bombed the target at
only 8000 feet, an experimental low-altitude mission. While che

.submarine base and a naval vessel act a vharf wvere wvell hic, it

was in the face of severe flak, including fire from flak ships,
as our planes dropped to low level over the water on their vay
out and home. A bullet or light flak hit Capt. William S. Raper”:
plane and struck Lt. Foster Daniels lightly. Our crews landed atc
Portreath, also including Capt. Robert W. Smith, Lt. James M.
Ferguson, Lt. Walter N. Smiley, Maj. William Lanford and Lt.

Marlen Reber.

LA PALLICE: Finding overcast at the primary, chree of our crews
recurned vich the Group, acd again bombed St. Nazaire. Ac leastc
14 submarines were seen in the inner harbor and crews felt sure
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NOVEMBER (con't

15
17

18

20
22

24-30

30

) ;
they were hic. Maj. William Lanford, Capt. John M. Regan and
Lc. Robert Seelos flew for the 368th.

Twenty-three men in the enlisted ranks were promoted.

ST. NMAZAIRE - Qur crews met strong fighter opposition and Capt.
John M. Regan's landing gear and one engine were damaged. Maj.
Willisam Lanford, Lt. Marlen Reber, and Lt. Cecil Isbell, 369th,
dropped back and covered him to the English Coast, where he made
a difficult but successful landing at Membury. Again, the squad-
ron had a crack at FW 190s, Lc. Robert W. Smith's crew accounting
for one FW damaged, and Lt. Walter N, Smiley's crew another.

LA PALLICE: Flying through heavy clouds, the Group found itself
over St. Nazaire on the way down, and the 36B8th suffered severely
from flak. Lt. Charles Grimes, navigator, was killed, and Lt.
Joha R. King, copilot, was wounded in the ship piloted by Lt.
Robert W. Seelos, who bravely carried on with his ship damaged

as well. Carrying the attack back to the enemy, his tail gunner,
Sgt. Robert J. McKeage, destroyed one FW 190 and hit another,
wvhich then flew into its own flak and was destroyed. In Lt. James
M. Ferguson's a/e¢, Lt. Robert Dresp, copilot, and Sgr. Rupert W.
Arnold, were wounded, the former severely by flak, and again the
pilot carried on, with Lt. George W. Frederick's help (bombardier)
and skillfully brought the ship home.

A raid planned on Lorient was scrubbed.

Flying to Lorienc, Lts. Walter N. Smiley and Lt. Robert W. Smith
of the 368th found a solid overcast and returned with bombs.

ST. NAZAIRE = The two a/c from the 368th which scarted on this
raid were forced to return early by faulty equipment.

Non-operational status dus to severe reduction in aircrafc fitc
to fly.

Thirty-twvo enlisted men were promoted.
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During the month several members of the

Maj. William Lanford, commanding officer:q:::r::a:::: ::io::ced.
Medal for outstanding leadership on the raid over St. Naza{ :

9 November. Capt. John M. Regan was awvarded the Air ae;al {:e
his courage and skill in bringing a crippled plane from St < -
zaire 17 November. 2nd Lt. Robert Dresp and S/Sgt. Rupert 6.‘

Arnold wvere awarded Purple Heart medals f
St. Nazaire 18 November. e SRR, RN ReLiow

Capt. William S. Raper, Lt. Frank E. Ross and L

. . t. Robe
wvere sent off on Detached Service. They made three cr1;: ::y;:-
braltar, ferrying officers from generals on down to the scene
of our North Africa invasion. On return, they scartled fog-bound

members of the squadron in England with report
at Gibralcar. ports of going swimming

ROUEN: [n action again after che two-week layoff for repairs,
sevea of our crews took off for Romilly-sur-Seine, found a heavy
overcast there and swung back to hunt for the secondary, the rail
yards at Rouen. FW 190s and ME 109s both tried to throw the for-
mation off, and in the running fight Lt. Luther Bergen was wounded
by a .30 caliber bullet, and waist gunner Sgt. Joseph M. Spiro
suffered light wounds in the back from a cannon shell exploding
outside his a/c. Some fifty fighters acttacked, chiefly working in
pairs and peeling off one at a time. Sgt. Leland Kessler, top tur-
rec gunner in the Maj. William A. Lanford's ship, knocked down one
fighter. Plugging on, the crews eventually found themselves over
Rouen and some bombs were dropped over a target partly obscured
by clouds. Nobody could see the results. Standing off cthe enemy
fighters as far as mid-Channel, Maj. Lanford, Capt. John M. Regan,
and Lts. Otto Buddenbaum, Marlen Reber and Robert W. Saith came
home after what they described as a Cook's tour of France.

ROMILLY-SUR-SEINE - Again the crews headed for Romilly, and chis
time it lay in clear sight, 20,000 feet down. Bombs fell on hang-
ars and grounded aircraft, but chiefly all over, judging from the
pictures. The flak was heavy on this crip, but the fighters were
worse. Silver FW 190s attacked in force over Rouen and Beauvais,
while in the target area a group with leopard spots came up. A
cannon shell burst in the nose of Lt. Robert W. Seelos' a/c, in-
juring Lt. Joha J. Hogan, navigator, in the shoulder and wvrisc.
Lt. Charles Ketchie, bombardier, was knocked dowm by the concus-
{on of the exploding shell which wounded Lt. Hogan. Sgt.

John K. Crowther, a waist gunner, picked off an FW which vas seen
to crash on the ground. Sgt. Leith Lemmerhirt, tail gunmner in Capt
W. Curtis Melton's ship, which was hit {a both wings, knocked dowr
another FW, assisted by the waist gunner in “Rose 0'Day". Lc. Octcc
Buddenbaum's #3 eogine was hit, but cthe top turret gunner, SgC.
Robert Cuthrie, made up for this by wiping out another FW. Every-
one observed one enemy fighter which paralleled cthe course but
always out of range, apparently as a guide to flak, vhich came
uncomfortably close to Capt. Melton's plane every time the e/a dr¢
level with him.
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30 A raid planned for St. Nazaire turmed back at the Channel be-

cause only nine ships were in shape to carry one. This was less
thao Orders called for.

31 Capt. W. Curtis Melton was sent to beam approach school to study
blind landing.

Officers of the Squadron celebrated New Year's Eve by joining
the rest of the Group in a dance at the B Mess. This party, if
not as intimate as our own private one, was almost as exuberant.
Ably entertaining was the newly-formed enlisted men's dance band,
inecluding our own Sgt. Warren Uttal, Sgt. Herman Davis, Sgt. Ro-
bert Mount and Pvt. Trulock.
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Lis. James H. Ferguson, Robert W. Seelos, George W, Frederick,
Roberc F. Dresp and Charles G. Grimes (the latrer poschumously)
vers avarded the Alr Hedal for maritorious secrvice oo che 18
Hov raid over LaPallice. Lt. Grimes was killed over che EATgEL. 1
lac Lt Thurman E. Davson and T/Sgc. Paul R. Uacd, ordnance, were
transferred co the J9th service group at Thurleigh.

S5T. HAZAIRE = The squadron opened the nev year with the long haul
to S5c. Hazaire. Streaking south over France o Hantes, the Group,
{acluding Haj. Willlam A. Lanford, Capt. Robert W. Smich and Wil- =
liam 5. Raper, Lts. Harlen Rebar, Octo Buddenbaum and Jases M,
Ferguson and thelr crews, swung sharp right and bucked a gale of
115 aph on the run sorchwest to the cacgec. Our Group, Eollowving
ochers, saw a black cloud hanging over the cargec ahead of them-= *
as beavy 4 barrags as thay had avar seen—che vell-known flak of
St. Hazaire. This wvas a sad day for che agquadron as chis flak
barrage disabled “Fergia's" two inboard engioes aver the target,
asd shorely afcervacd ha Lefc the Formacion and ruroed bBack to- .
ward Crolale Foiat and France, still under coacrel, che Ficsc
J&8ch crew o go down o senemy territory. Boobs were Lald aeacly
on boch aldes of the sub basio and che planes hesded cut co sea.
Fiying at low level to haodicap [ighters vhich accacked cighe af-
cer Sc. Mazaire and sgain northwesc of Brest, che crevs atruggled
slowly upwind to 5t. Eval on the southbvest coasc of Englasd. Our
oissing crew iocluded:

lag L James H. Ferguson T/%gc. Richard G. Hackwerch
ind Lc Joha B. Ellisct $/Sgr. fshkert L. Kingen
Zod Le. Robert T. Lavy 5/5gt. Ruperct W. Aroold
ind Le. Donald R. Gresana T/5gc. Charles A. Edinger
§/5gt. Earl L. Kerbow 8/5ge. James V. Loving

ST. EVAL - For three days the clouds shuc down close and for three
days evarybody chafed. Tha only compensations for being cuc off
from homa basa wvare the aggs vhich appesred ac che 5c. Eval mess
in the shapa God gave them. Oun the 6th the weschar vas most con=
trary. Tha clouds Lifced eoough to allew a cakeoff, and che for=
mition hesded For Thurlaigh, only to [ilnd it so chick over che
field chat tha laodiog wvas ispossibls. Sviogiog back coward 5t.
Eval, the formacion vas saparated by clouvds amd chrows off course
by a miscaken report oo cha wind direction. Suddenly laod appeace
below. Le. Otto Buddenbius scd his crew, wvbo were Flylog at oaly
500 Feac, "look, thay're slgaalling to ua,"™ vas soascne’s comsment
oo flashes appearing on the ground. A mosant larer flak burst are
cha ships and the pillots swveuag iloto clouds juar ia cise to escape
what turoed ocwt to ba heavily deafecded Guarosey. Heaowhile, ocher
creva of che squadron found thesssalves also over che Freach Coast
and guns wveres feverishly put ioto ordir &8 enemy fightecs appeare
After a short scrap all hands goc safaly back to Englamd, it havi
been almesc am rough a3 che S5t. Hiraire miseiom had been.
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13 LILLE - Maj. William A. Lanford and Les. Occo Buddenbaum, Mac-
len Reber, Bosbert W. Seelos, Halcer H. Smiley and crevs cook off
for a chird accack on the well knowvn locomocive wvorks. This was
a ssooth crip for our squadron as flak vas only soderate, and
enesy fighters were drawvn off by RAF Spicfire supporct. Bosbing
resulecs were hard to ses Lo the haze. A tragic incident vas che
midair collision between two 169th shipa, pilloced by Le, Jack
Spaulding and Capt. James W. Johnscon.

L& ind Le. Harold H. Baroes, copllot, joiosd che squadroa.
18 Sgt. Herbert E. Demnis was assigned to the squadron.
15 Today Haj. William A. Lanford was relleved as commanding officer

and cransferred co lat Wing. He has led outr aquadron from cha be=
glaning aod brought 1t to che posicion of firsc squadrom of the
30éch Group in combar sorties snd bombs dropped om enemy targets.
Wa are all sorry to see him go.

Capt, Hack HcKay, [ormerly of tha £23rd squadron, is our nev com=
manding officer.

i1 Capt. Robert W. Somith, coe of our veceran pllots, vas cramaferred
to the £23rd squadron.

13 LORIENT - Capt, MHack HcEay led the squadron for the firsc cime
48 comnander. Wlch him wvene Capt. Joho H. Regan and Capt. William
5. Rapar, Lcs. Fred Gillogly, Harlen Reber and Octto Buddenbausm.
In a new Allied deal, our crews pounded the milicary porc adjoin-
ing the sub base by day, vhile cthe REAF vent In the sases mighe and
hit it again. Desplcte incense flak, arsensls, barracks and machise
shops were virtually wviped cut. Fighcers did oot press atcacks
home, amd all our Group came hooe safely.

15 T/5gc. Lawrence W. 51iff was assigned to che squadren.

o WILHELMSEAVEN - Invading German territory for the first time inm
cur hiscory, our Group, headed by Col. Frank A. Armstromg, our new
commander, led cthe fisld in over cthe Frisian Islands, found a
heavy overcast over the target, and swvung northeast to Wilhelma-
haven vhere a brace of naval docks could be seen through heavy
clouds and smoke. Capt. Mack McKay and Lra. Otco Buddenbaus and
Marlen Reber got awvay ctheir bombs for the Jerries, wvho appeared

to be encirely caught off base by ocur sppearance. Flak knocked
some holes in our ships and damaged Capt. McKay's comecrols. Fighters

were few, and ahy. All came back safely, imcluding Cape. John M.
Regan who was forced back early., and found a crowd of beaming gen=
erals and inquisitive reporcers ready to cake chea omn.

30 Fie. Abrahas Cogen, ball turret gunner, Wad cransaferced Lo Che
L13td sguadron.
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S/Sgts. George H. Fairbanks and Arthur L. Johnston were pro-
moted to T/Sgcs. .

EMDEN - Germany again! Our crews found a blanket of clouds
blocking the way to Haom and Osnabruck, and swung back over
the Emden docks, getting all bombs away through both clouds and
4 smoke screen. During a good half hour of this icy, midvincer
ride, FW 190s, JU 88s and ME 1103 all milled around our group
but could not break through our defenses. Flak peppered alnas;
all our planes, but all came home without serious damage. Cape.
John M. Regan and Lts. Otto Buddenbaum, Fred Gillogly, Marlen
Reber, Robert W. Seelos and Walter N. Smiley piloted our a/c.

Capt. W. Curtis Melton was transferred to lst Wing, and Lt.
Elberc Odle succeeded him as squadron operations officer.

Le. Phil G. Krafc vas cransferred to the 39th service group,
same station.

ST. NAZAIRE - The "old favorite'" came up today for the sixth
cime, and our crevs gave the locks at the southwestc entrance to
the sub basin the best shellacking that had been given any target
bombed by Americans in this cheatre to date. Our own photos show
the bombs walking straight across the targec. However, the flak
“post graduates” of St. Nazaire were on their guns the moment the
bombs went down, and Capt. Mack McKay in the lead ship wich LtCol
Claude Putnam, as well as Capt. William E. Friend and Lts. Otto
Buddenbaum, Robert W. Seelos and Walter N. Smiley right behind
him all the way brought back souvenirs of the hot barrage chac
came up. Aside from cthis, the Nazi spread a smoke screen over

the target and threw 30-odd of their best FWs into che air afcer
the target. All our crews came back safely, with the satisfaccion
of having fulfilled the mission order to the letter.

The officers held their second squadron dance im the B Mess. Our
ovn Post Orchestra again supplied the music, while Wrens as usual
provided most of the feminine talenc.

Bomber Command has produced a new treat for us, in the shape of
an order calling for reveille at 0613 every morming, along wich
a squadrom 0. D.

WILHELMSHAVEN - Headed for Germany again, and Bremen in particu-
lar. Our crews ran incto che unexpected thick weather over the lam
and swung back to bomb the Wilhelmshaven docks. Lts. Otto Budden-
baum, Marlen Reber, Robart W. Seelos and crews went along, vhile
Lt. Glenn Lally, co-pilot veteran of our previous raids, made his
first trip as pilot. Flak came up in clouds, but not with such ac
curacy as at St. Nazaire. Single and twin engined fighters, choug
out in numbers, tended to stay at a respectful distance from our
Group's tight and skillfully flown formation, and went after the

1
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the B-24s. S/Sgt. Robert Liscavage of Lt. Buddenbaum's crew
probably damaged an FW 190 chat had the nerve to come closer.

The enlisted men put on their second squadron dance, largely as-
sisted by Wrens from nearby nests. The post band again set the
pace, and the Beer Flowed Freely.

BREST - Through an overcast so thick that scarcely anv flak or
fighters came up, our crevs bombed the docks with uncertain re-
sults. Despite weather that made good bombing virctually impos-
sible, however, our crews were much cheered to meet our own
fighter escort at the time and place agreed. Capt. William E.
Friend and Lts. Otto Buddenbaum, Marlen Reber, Robert W. Seelos
and Walcer N. Smiley and their crews made the trip.

This completed our 20th combat mission.

Everyone was thankful that this month was the warmest and driesc
February seen in England in 30 years.
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T/5gc. Marshall E. Baker became mascer sergeanc, and 34 other
enlisted promocions included 5/5gcs. James L. Sackerr and
James D. Scelzer co T/Sges.

HAMM - In atrocious wearher our Group set ouc for Hamm marshal-
ling yards, and losc a ship in the unsuccessaful attempt co reach
che cargec. Eneay fighcers came out of cloud cover ower che f3-
land of Texal and succeeded in disabling our own squadron's Capr.
William E. Friend's plane, flying “in che hole™, His plane was
seen going dovm under cenctrol with He. 3 engine on fire. Seven
chuces wvere seen before che ship was lost to view. Missing mem-
bers of che crew are:

Capt, Willism E. Friemd, pilot T/Sge. William E. Cherry, an
Llsc Le. Aatom E. Coddeback, cp 5/5ge. Glilbert G. Shoenaker
Zpd Lc. George W. Frederick, bomb  5gc. Scanley E. Gulow, gunne
2nod Let. George W. Owens, nav SfSgt. Ernesc P. Garland, gu

T/5ge. Mahlon E. Soover, radio

LORIENT - Oucr's was the lead squadros with Haj. J. ¥, Hilson pi-
loting Capt. John M. Regan's ship aod Les. Occo Buddenbaum, Glann
Lally, HMarlen Rebar, Fobert W. Seslos and Walcer H. Smiley wich
chair crews. [ncenae flak and pleancy of FW 190a case up at the cas
get. Lt. Joseph €. Wilkips, bombardier with Le. Buddenbaum, sec oo
FW on Fire, and Sgc. Robert Liscavage saw it dive lnto the aea.
Rombs vere dropped berween Che power station and cthe ER bridge.
wirh falr resulcs. All our ships goc their bombes away and landed
safely ac Execer.

REMHES = Four of the squadron’s crews shared io this raid, which
vis ona of both gailn and loss. The gain was excellenc boobing of
che marshalliog vards cthere, and undistucbed by fightecrs or flak.
Tha loss was Lc. Octto Buddenbaum and his crew. Hic by fighters
oear Dinam, eight men were seén to bale put. The pissing ace:

Le. Oeto Buddenbaum, pllot /53c. Sylvescer Horscmann, radio
LE. Warrem F. Edria, copiloc 5/5gc. Eobere 5. Liscawage, ball
Le. Joseph C. Wilkins, bomb. 5/5gt. Eulis E. Smith, tall gunmer

Lc. Roberc E. Biggs, navigacer 5/5gc. Ermeac T. Morlarcy, waisc
T/Sgt. Robarc Guthrie, engineer Sgt. Dooald R. Huddle, waisc

ROUEN: ALl agreed that superb "“Spit" cover made this raid a "plecs
of cake", a relief to our squadrom, wvhich had had two crews go
down this mooch. Capt. Johm M. BRegin and Lea. Fred Gillogly,
Glenn Lally, Robert W. Seealos and Walter H. Smiley made this crip.
Bombing again was right on tha nail head. Two new crews jolined
chis squadron coday:

lac Le, William H. Scheil Zod Le. Wealey O. Pecersszo
Ind Lt. Raginald E. Wigham Zod L. John A. Brewm, Jr.
Ind Le. Jahn D. Tearws Ind Li. Advery L. Evan

?ad Lc., Framk H. Harrlson ind Le, Jack D. Schaeber
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S/Sgt. Roy LaBlanche §/Sget. Charles R. Bell
S/Sgt. Archie M. Baker S/Sgt. Roy K. Scaiff
T/Sgt. Philip J. Zimmerman T/Sgt. Fred N. Hampron
S/Sgt. William J. Phillips S/Sgt. Edwin A. Truscott

AMIENS - Hunting for the target on this raid was like homing in
an English fog. Our own crews, including Maj. Mack McKay and Lcs.
Fred Gillogly, Glenn Lally, Robert W. Seelos and Walter N. Smiley,
bombed a target of opportunity which appeared to be the RR junc-
tion at Poix.

VEGESACK - Today we hit the Jerries at home vhere it hurts mosc,
and hit them hard. Flying as professionally as if they'd been do-
ing it for years, our crews pulled off another 1002 raid, all
bombing the target and all returning safely to base. In a tight
defensive formation, our crews piloted by Capt. John M. Regan,
and Les. Fred Gillogly, Theodore Jankowski, Robert A. Miller and
Marlen Reber, wove through intense flak and threw off large num-
bers of enemy fighters wvhich put on a desperate attack, coming in
two and chree at a time.

Our Group was congratulated by General Ira Eaker and Cen. Newton
Longfellov for its achievements in this raid, as well as the raids
on Rouen and particularly Rennes, which was perhaps the best bomb-
ing of all to date. Furthermore, and most satisfying, the RAF,
hitherto always skeptical of daylight raids, became enthusiastic,
when they saw our photographs.

Lt. John E. Bennett appointed Group bomb and gunnery safecty officer.

WILHELMSHAVEN - There was unusual excitement over today's target,
since the dock off the Bauhofen, which was the aiming point, was
believed to hold the Admiral Scheer. Our squadron led the Group

and we pulled off another 100X raid, despite lots of flak, some 30
odd fighters which did eveything, including dropping time bombs on
us from above, and the usual smoke ascreen over the target. Mosc of
the bombs, though landing west of the Bauhofen, did plenty of good
among the naval installacions. Maj. Mack McKay, 368th C.0., led,
with Lts. Theodore Jankowski, Glenn Lally, Robert A. Miller, Marlen
Reber and Walter N. Sailey.

ROUEN - The other squadrons bombed Rouen marshalling yards while
wve were off operations.

Looking back over this month, we can be satisfied with the best
month we have had in number of raids and in their effect on the
enemy. The squadron has made a sacrifice in this effort, howvever,
in losing both Capc. William E. Friend and Lt. Otto Buddenbaum
and crews, and we hope to have good reports of them before long.
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i PARIS - Today the boys had their first look act Paris. The flrse
sight of cthe red string in cha Nissen Hut leading across che
map to chis cargec produced as keenm 3 reaccion as che Firsc
rald into Cearmany. But, iC vas a gayer cteaction chan over che
Wilhelnshaven raid. Maximum effort gave vircually all squadron
creva a crack at the Renaulet Works, as well as a look ar ehe
Elffel Tower. Capc. John M. Regan and Lrs. Fred Cilllogly, Theo-
dors Jankowski, Glenn Lally, Roberc A. Miller, Marlen Reber,
Roberc W. Scelos and Walcer H. Smiley hit the Renaule Works and
had a good look ac cthe cicy, the Seine and che Eiffel Tover.
§/5gc. Leich C. Lemmerhirc blew co pieces one FV 190 chat ac-
cacked. All came back safely.

A nev crew came in {rom the Staces co join the squadron. It im-
cluded lsc Le. Louwis G. Cook, piloc; F/O Ben R. Hopkina, copllot;
Znd Le. Maynard D. Dix, navigacor; 2od Lec. Herschal F. Ezell,
bombardier; T/Sgeca. Harris R. Whicten and Louis J, Hlavae;
S/Sgra. Gerald D. Barnt. Leo L. Gallegos and Gerald Stroud, and
PvE. Hu-].l‘l . hll-

5 ANTVERF - Our firsc crack at a Belgian carget vas a rough deal.
The Mazis had obviously decided chey must try to throw of f our
bombing run at any cesc, following cheir complete faflure to keep
us off the carget ac Paris cthe day before. Svarma of Fighters ac-
cacked the lead group from the nose; asd tha lead squadrom of the
lead group on this raid was che 16B8ch. Lt. Roberc W. Seelos, one
of our originals, wenr dovn ovar the targec. Capec. Roberc Salic-
raik, Group mavigacor, was hit in our lead ship, flowm by Major
J. W. Uilsom, wich Capt. John M. Regan and his crev. (Ed. noce:
B/fGen Frank A. Armacrong, former 306ch C.0., wvas alsa in the
cockpit of this plane.) However, while ocur bosbing was only parcly
successful, the Hazis were given a rough ci=me theaselves. T/5gt.
Edvard H. Szall of Lec. Foberc A. Miller's crew, koocked downm one
FW 190 from che cop turrec. Lt. Jack D. Schasber, bombardier, pro-
bably got anmocther, and 5/5gct. Carl L. Pugh knocked pieces off ao-
other from che ball turrec of Capc. Regan's afc. Capr. Marlen Re-
bar, Lts. Fred Gillogly, Theodore Jaokowski, and Walter H. Smiley
also made che trip. The missing crew is:

lst Lt, Robert W. Seelos, piloc 5/8ge. William H. Keskey, o
2od Lt. Alexander Kramarinoko, cp S/Sge. Roland Hagee, g

2nd Le. Willias W. Saunders, o S5/Sgr. Willias H. Baker, g
Z2od Lc. James E. Murray, b T/Sge. Fred R. Hamptom, g
T/Sgt. Stanley P. Scemkowski, e 5/Sgc. Rayoond E. Walls, g

B Maj. Mack HcKay received orders cransferring him back to new train-
ing ducies in the U.5.A., and he lefc wicth the regrets and good
wishes of the vhole squadron.

Capt. John M. Regan, JE8th wveceran, was smade the mew sguadrom cos-
manding afficer.
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A pev crew joined the squadron: lst Lts. Donald E. Whipple and
August Winters, 2nd Lts. William J. Doolev and James C. Shelley,
T/Sgts. Roy T. Goodwin and Eugene A. Lanning, S/Sgts. William J.
Tremper and Robert J. Kenney, and Pvt. William A. Lenovich.

Another new crew joined the squadron: lst Lt. George E. Paris,
20d Lts. James O. Cummings and Edward J. Seifried, T/Sgts. James
K. Herman and George J. Schneider, S/Sgts Alvin C. Johnson,
Alfred N Jenniges and Charles E. Wylie, and Pvt. Joseph J. Ris-
lioresi.

LORIENT - The power station at Lorient, which had so far escaped
serious damage, was again our target. Difficulties with the Wing

. formation, however, again stymied our best efforts. Enemy fight-

ers wvere only half-hearted today, though, and all of our ships
came back without difficulcy. FW 1903 tried out their new wrinkle
again of dropping bombs on us from above while flak came up from
below. Our bous were not impressed, however, as they all burst
way wide. Capt. Walcter N. Smiley and Lts. Robert R. Fryer, Fred
Gillogly and Robert A. Miller made the trip.

BREMEN - Today we were given certainly the most vital target to
date and the toughest, the Focke Wulfe plant itself. To hit this
target, and hit it hard, as we unquestionably did, the 368th made
its greatest sacrifice of the war. Sharing the lead with the 91st
Group, our Group took the brunt of a desperace fighter actack and
of severe flak. Of our six-plane formation, Lt. Maxwell Judas and
his crew alone succeeded in getting back to base. Capt. Walter N.
Smiley, and Lts. Fred Gillogly, Theodore Jankowski, Glenn Lally
and Robert A. Miller were all forced dowm over Germany. Our for-
mation was broken up just after the bombs went down, and "Judy"
found himself alone, with only two engines operating, and inci-
dentally, a main wing spar shot through, the top turret out and
the bomb bay doors stuck down. Diving to the deck brought No.3
engine back to life, and the crew nursed their ship back to Thur-
leigh. Sgt. Leland Kessler was hit, though not seriously, by glass
from the top turrec. The missing crews are:

Capt. Walcter N. Smiley T/Sgc. Raymond C. Clifton
2nd Lc. Avery L. Ewan S/Sgt. Roderick C. Clark
1st Lt. Wilbur N. Breunig S/Sgt. William R. Payme
lst Lt. Marctin M. Strauss S/Sgt. Lawrence J. S1iff
T/Sgt. Donald B. Hepler S/Sgt. Roy E. Staiff

1st Lt. Fred D. Gillogly T/Sgt. Charles F. Fehr
2nd Lt. Donald E. Whipple S/Sgt. William Allan

2nd Lc. Joha A. Browm, Jr. S/Sgt. Archie M. Baker
lst Lt. Charles G. Jones S/Sgt. Henry E. Warren
T/Sgt. Lyle V. Edwards Sgec. Daniel Dolinka
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APRIL {(com'e) lst Le. Theodore A, Jankowskl T/Sge. Banedecto J. Benigno

1sg Le. William E. Scheil £/5gc. Charles R, Ball
2nd Le. Reginald E. Wigham 5/5gE. William g, Gelnece
5/8ge. Thomas P. McDoanell 5/Sgt. Charles E, Wylle
T/5gc. Jases B. Scelzer 5/5ge. John E. Chinlund
lsc Le. Glenn J. Lally T/5gt. Eugene A. Lanning
F/0 Ben R. Hopkins S5/Sgt. Leno OFf
iat Le. Framk E. Roas, Jr. 5/5gc. Roberc J. MeKeage
T/Sgc. James R. Currcy, Jr. 5/5ge. Leo L. Callegos, Jr.
T/Sgc. Jease K. Downard 5/Sgt. Alvin C. Johnson
lac Le. Robert A. Miller T/Sge. Joseph M. Spire
Znd Le. John D. Teare 5/Sge. William J. Phillips
2nd Le. Jack D. Schasber S/Sge. Edwvin A. Truscoct
Iod Le. James €. Shelley, Jr. 5/5gct. Jesse E. Wade
T/Sgc. Edward M. Small Sgc. Milcon K. Willia=ms

20 lag Les. Edward J. Heanessy and Lea S. Mclocire, 2od Lrs. Joseph

M. Levy and Joseph P. Ryan, Jr.; T/Sgts. B1lly Drennan and Glen
R. Wiley, and S/Sges. Joha F. Elek, Patrick J. Spellman, Robarc
G. Adamas and Loras J Comnolly vere transferred from che J69th

11

Squadron.

Hew creows assigned to the squadron included:

lsg Le. Joseph H. Belaer
dad Le. William B. Jooes
Z?nd Lt. George M. Arnold
2od Le. James T. Hacrison
Elde €. Spangenberg

lse Le. Floyd J. Fileld
Zed Le. [eowvin EEird

?ad Lz. Robert L. Clausen
lasg Le. Harey L. Young

1sg L. Toy B. Husband
7?0d Lc. Robert W. Shingler
2nd Le. Andrew T. Bycoetc
Z2od Le. Eduarde M. Hontoya
Francis J. Eilbride

lac Le. Oleron Linn

2od Le. Coyle R. Logue

?ad Le. Raymoed L. Slacec
2ad Le. Scanley Silversteln

lst¢ Lc. Reginald L. Robinsonm
?0d Le. William T. Dalessi
7od Lc. Carl ¥, Hol=ea

2nd Lt. Beverly ®. Lanb
Joha L. Robertson

David A. Philpoe, Jr.
Leonard Norman
Marshall E. MeDaniel
William D. Barron

Villiam J. Skahan
Paul Mardia

Darvin E. Heff
lll.:l.].i'p "l Ih H-'l.ll'.ﬂt
Den T. HeCann

James Miloer
George Holt
Foberc Long
Joseph Miglioresl

George Fisher
Richard J. Tromzo
ponald C. Brower
Maynard 8. Standley
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APRIL (com't) During che month 5/5gcs. John K. Crowther, Jesse R. Dovmard,
Joe P. Gabrish, Joseph R. Graziapso, Leland Kessler, Edward H.
Small apmd Joseph M. 5pire vere promoced co T/S5gcs. There were
sight othér promotions.

§/Sge. Ermest T. Moriarty, wvalst guoner oo Lt. Otto Buddenbaum's
crew, rejoined the squadron only 23 days after being shot dowm
last month, and thus becase the J68th's firsc evadee.

1 ST. HAZAIRE - Another atcack in which the J68ch did noc parci-
cipace, was made by the Group on 5t. Hazalre. Our bovs ware
glad to =iss the rought return trip owver Brest.

13 MEAULTE - Afcer mearly twvo wvaeks of scrubbing of missions aimed
at Belgiu=m and France, the sircraft factory at Heaulce came in
on the Fleld Ocrder, and our crews made up for lost ctime by cear-
ing the cargec to pleces. A small number of enemy fighters let
go with & steady shouver of aserial bosbs, dropped [rom above aod
"skipped" in from cthe nose. While this made a big splash, one
bemb "blowing" right in froot of Hajor Jobn H. Regan's a/e, it
failed to scop our crevs. All recurned safely. Wich Haj. Regan
on cthe right wing, were Lts. Toy B. Husband, Reginmald L. Robin-
son, Edwvard J. Hennessy and Robert K. Fryer. The expedition was
generally described as delightful, especially cthe RAF Spicfire

EOVEL .

15 VILHELMSHAVEN-HELICOLAND - Again, a solid fromt blocked ocur at-
tempts to attack the Corman maimlamd, but our crevs picked wp
the one pilece of Germany that was nmot cloud-covered, and gave
the milicary escablisheeoc at Heligoland a pounding. Enesmy 190s
apd 1093 and cwing attacked heavily, but our crews, chough of-
ten ssparacted from chelr formations and sometimes flying encirely
alone, stopped every attack, made it very unhealthy, especially
for twin engine [ighters, and all came home, though with damage.
Tail gunner $/Sgt. Donald T. McCann starced the fireworks going
in toward Garmany by blowving to pleces a JU B8, vhich wvas foolish
enough to come in on the tail of Le. Toy B. Husband's plane. §/5gt.
William D. Barton, tall gumser im Lt. Joseph Belser's ship, pro-
bably descroyed an ME 109, and with T/Sgec. David A. Philpoc, right
valst, damaged a JU BB. 5/5gc. Hovy LaBlanche, Lc. Rebert RB. Fryer's
ball turret guoner; 5/5gt. Darwin E. Heff, engineer io Lc. Hus-
band's a/c and Sgt. Loeras J. Comnolly, tail gumner im Lc. Edward
J. Hennessy's plane, each damaged his own ME 110. Lc. Regimald L.
Robinson dove ro 400 feer mear che carger o escape a swarm of
fighcers. His call gunner, 5/5gt. Mawpard B. Scandley., bafled out
thinking chey were through, buc che crev threv equipmant overboard
and came home on twve engines. One of thelr rwo accive props [ell
eff vhen chey landed.

e LORIENT - Lts. Robert R. Frver, George Paris, Joseph Besler, L.
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MAY (con'ct)

19 -

21

29

23

G. Cook, Toy Husband and Leo S. McIntire flew on a very satis-
factory recurn trip to the sub pens, with hits on radial slips

and no losses. Ball cturret gunner, S/Sgt. Paul Mardis. d a
ed an EW 190, which dove into the ground. » destroy

KIEL and FLENSBURG - A maximum effort was called for and resul-
ted in our most successful double header during the time that
the 94ch Group's two squadrons have been flying from our sca-
tion. Our crews hit Kiel for the firsc time with greac effect,
and no losses. A dramatic photograph shows B-24s below us out-
lined againsct clouds of smoke from bomb bursts along the docks.
Capt. John M. Regan, squadron C.0., and Lts. Maxwell Judas,

Leo S. McIntire, Robert R. Fryer, Toy B. Husband and George
Paris made the ctrip.

Meanwhile, the 94cth was dropping its bomba neatlvy on the ship-
yard at Flensburg, and we took personal pride in cheir accuracy
since it was our job to break them in for combat missions.

WILHELMSHAVEN - Again, we wvere given this most elusive target.
This cime the enemy cthrew a thick smoke screen over the targec
to play the part that cloud cover had on previous raids. At the
cost of two of our crevs, the squadron tried to bomb through
the smoke, with at least some hits on the docks. Lt. Maxwell
Judas, with veterans of many raids in his ship, went down over
cthe target under heavy fighter attack. Lt. Floyd J. Fields and
his crew were missing somevhere on the way home. The missing
follow:

st Lt. Maxwell V. Judas T/Sgt. Joseph R. Grazianmo
2ud Le. Frank R. Arrison S/Sgt. Roy LaBlanche

2od Lt. James O. Cummings S/Sgt. Elwood H. Brotzman
lst Lc. Foster G. Daniels S/Sgt. Gerald Stroud
T/Sgt. Leland J. Kessler S/Sgt. John R. Geimer

1st Le. Floyd J. Fields S/Sgt. Philip J. Zimmerman
20d Le. Irwin R. Efird S/Sgt. Morreice G. Moody
2nd Le. Robert L. Clausen S/Sgt. August Retcofsky
1st Lt. Harry L. Young S/Sgc. Fortunacto Gelfo
T/Sgt. Roy F. Goodwin S/Sgt. Harry D. Cromer

ST. NAZAIRE - The order was to break up the determined acteampt
by the enemy to finish his new side entrance to the sub basin.
Part of this microscopic aiming point was solidly hit. Capt.
Marlen Reber led the composite group with our squadron. The boys
found some of St. Nazaire's teech had been pulled, but there
wvere enough experts left to man the guns. However, none of our
squadron suffered either from flak or fighters, who left us

" largely alone. Lts. Edward J. Hennessy, Ceorge Paris, L. G.

Cook and Joseph Belser went along. Lt. Alfred W. Weld, assis-
tant S-2, also went along to see vhere the boys had been going
all winter long, and found Capt. Reber and the squadron leading
the composite group in a professional manner. Lt. Hennessy fin-
ished his 25ch mission.
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16
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20

21

22

T/Sgt. Everett P. White made "Master™, and S/Sgt. Paul Kase-
ner, squadron clerk, became T/S5ge.

From now on out it is Capt. Edward J. Hennessy inacead of lieu-
ctenant, while Znd Lr. Olereon Linn was promoted te lst Le. Cape.
Hennessy, as a graduace of the Continencal Flak and Fighrer
School, went off to Bovingdon to ceach newcomers.

WILHELHSHAVEN - Briefed for Bresmsen, and 4 maximum efforc. a

solid front met our crews over Germany, and they turned in to
unload wicth fair success around the well known Bauhoffen. Smoke
screen again. Let. Robert R. Fryer led our squadren of nine,
followed by Lrs. Oleron Linn, Reginald L. Robinson, George Paris,
Tey B. Husband, Jogseph Belser, David Wheelesr, L. G. Cook and Les
Helncire. Figheeras appeared in oumbers but shoved no caste for
attack, and all our crevs returned in good order. T/%Sgt. Johm K.
Crowther wound up his 25th, third member of che squadron ro com-
plece che tour.

BREMEN — Recollections of 17 April were inm everyveope's mind wvhen
this tough targec wvas briefed. But it vas more promising now be-
cause twice as many bosbers cam get into the air and hie two or
more cargecs at once. And indeed, as it curned ouwe, &ch Wing drew
almoasc all of the fightera over to Elel and our boys had enly the
flak-— wvhich was esnough—to conctend with. Smoke screens covered
Emden on the way in, the tacget itself, apd Wilhelmshaven on the
wvay out. Smoke and flak scaccered our bombs, but they did zome
good on che docks, nevercheless, Haj. John H. Regan, and Les.
Joseph Belser, L. G. Cook, Roberc R. Fryer, Toy B. Husband and
Reginald L. Robinson madea the run, picked up a good deal af flak,
but all came back safely.

5/Sgr. Richard L. Bohland, Clifferd C. Kemberling, August J. Kraj-
cik and Leith L. Lemmarhirr were promored co T/Sges.

Zod Lcs. Maynard Dix and Hersachel Ezell were promoted co lsc Les.

Capets. Wallaece Boring and Joseph Kosakowskl received the DFC for
meritorious service. They each have 20 missions.

1st Le. Jesse HMllbournm hic che "jackpot"—and took off with no
unnecessary delay to return to the U. 5.

HULS - This was a perfect job all round, except for tvo of gur
erevs who had co abort. Capt. Marlen Reber, and Les. Joseph Bel-
ser, Toy B. Husband, Oleren Linn, Leo Melpeire and Reginald L.
Eobinson watched che compacec Huls planc-a vical source of Ger=
many's artificial rubber-go up in Elames and a grear celumn of
smoke. Fighters were preccy thick, and Lt. James T. Harrison and
S/Sgr. William D. Barton each celebraced by wiping out an FW 190
from afc 498, Lo. Belser pllec. &5/%gc. Joho C. Lotti got anochers
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25

26

28

29

from che tail of #793. T/Sgt. Richard L. Bohland celebrated
his 25th, wich this perfect raid.

2nd Lc. Robert L. Klawuhn, ordnance officer, joined the squad-
ron. T/Sgt. August J. Krajcik, John K. Crowther and Bohland,

all graduates of the Continental Flak and Fighter School went
off en route home.

TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY - A trip over a solid cloud layer made
for uncertain bombing but broughc fighters up over Germany and
netted our squadron one "kill" and one damaged FW 190. S/Sgc.
Loras J. Coanolly and T/Sgt. Francis Kilbride did the shooting.
Lts. Joseph Belser, Toy B. Husband, Leo McIntire, George Paris
and Reginald L. Robinson made the crip.

TRIQUEVILLE - Only four of our a/c, with Lts. George Paris, L.
G. Cook, Toy B. Husband and Oleron Linn as pilots joinced this
raid, which on its face looked so easy. Nevertheless, it brought
plenty of eager fighters out of the sun. S/Sgt. Fred H. Nabors
probably destroyed one ME 109, which went down in flames. The
fighter attack upset our bombing considerably.

ST. NAZAIRE - This ctarget 1is almost as familiar as Picadilly
now, but its teeth seem to have been pulled. Our crews went in
for the second time in succession without loss. The race to hit
the new lock before the Jerries covered it was a real success,
three direct hits being scored. P~473 escorted handsomely to
Ploermel. Lts. George Paris, Joseph Belser, Oleron Linn, Leo
McIncire and L. G. Cook and their crews went along.

VILLACOUBLAY - Capt. Marlen Reber, Lt. Luther Bergen and T/Sgt.
Robert G. Adams celebraced a dry run over France by completing
their 25ch missions togecther. While they couldan't hit che cargec,
which was concealed by cloud cover, they did on return hit the
pool outside the interrogation room, dressed chiefly in Mae
Wests, and found it plentv wet! Lts. Robert R. Fryver, George Paris,
Joseph Belser, Reginald Robinsom and L. G. Cook joined in om this
spin over the clouds.
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Capc. Marlen Reber went to lst Wing, Capt. Joseph Kosakowski

also got a Wing assignment, and Lt. Bergen to -~ probably -
the Scates.

T/Sgt. Joe Gabrish was made master sergeant, while S/Sgt. Ro-
bert G. Adams and Patrick J. Spellman were promoted to T/Sgts.,
among 51 promotions of ealisted men.

NANTES - The 368th celebrated the Fourth by putting up virtual-
ly its éntire strength to make a devastating attack on the Cha-
teau Rougen airplane factory just south of Nantes on the River
Loire. The factory was obliterated. Our gunners shared the cele-
bration by knocking down the majority of E/A hit by the Group on
this dace. Lt. Robert R. Fryer led our low squadron, followed by
Lts. George Paris, Oleron Linn, Reginald Robinson, Joseph Belser,
L. G. Cook, Toy B. Husband and Leo McIntire. Lts. Maynard Dix and
August Winters led off in the nose of our lead ship. In addition,
Major John M. Regan and Capt. Wallace Boring rode with Lt. Roy A.
Vinnedge, 369th, vho was leading the Composite Group. Weather was
clear enough to see the target completely covered by our bombs,
and to see several enemy fighters dive into the ground or the
sea. S/Sgt. Alfred R. Sorenmsen, top turret, and S/Sgt. Archur N.
Jenniges, tail gummer, each wiped out an FW 190 or an ME 109.
T/Sgt. Eldo C. Spangenberg, top turret, probably got another,
wvhile S/Sgt. Lloyd A. Brandon, right waist, and S/Sgc. Donald E.
Neff, top turret, each damaged an FW 190. Only complaint of the
day was that the ice cream ram out too soon when our crews went Lo
work on it after the raid.

A new combat crew arrived, including 1lst Lt. Charles Munger, 2and
Lts. Roy Ranck, Roger Barton and Leon Feldman, T/Sgts. Herbert W.
Hawkes, Oscar Krigbaum, and §/Sgts. Edwin Borli, Lester B. Parks,
John Brinkman and Jay L. Braman.

2od Le. William Katz, pilot, transferred from the 423rd squadron.

CAEN/CARPIQUET - Our squadron put up seven ships on 2 run into
France over heavy clouds. The formation, among whom were Lrs. L.
G. Cook, George Paris, Joseph Belser, Wesley D. Peterson, Leo Mc-
Intire, Toy B. Husband and Oleronm Linn, and their crews, sawv con-
ditions too thick in the direction of the primary at Paris and
swung back at Evreux to bomb the air field of Carpiquet through a
hole in the clouds. Bombs landing close packed in one of the main
building group, a real feat of bombing in such conditions. There
were no E/A. T/Sgt. Billy H. Dremnan, radio, and T/Sgt. Patrick J.
Spellman, right waist, ran off their 25th missions today.

VILLACOUBLAY - To celebrate the anniversary of the French Revolu-
tion, six of the squadron's crews flew low squadron in the Compo-
site (High) Group. The target was the S.E. cormer of cthe familiar,
anvil-shaped field, specifically, cthe HE 111 and FW 190 seccions of
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the factory, and the bombs were laid precisely across those verv
buildings, completing the Mission Order to a "T". A quiet trip |
down, covered by welcome RAF Spits, turned into a roughhouse over
the target. "All of our tail gunners were firing simultaneously"
at the quanticy of FW 190s which came in. S/Sgt. Paulis Mardis,
ball turret gunner, probably destroyed omne atcacker, while Lt.
Eduardo M. Montoya, bombardier, capitalized on one of those op-
portunities which don't come to a bombardier very often, and dam-
aged another. All of our a/ec, pilocted by Lts. George Paris, Jo-

seph Belser, Wesley D. Peterson, Oleron Lian, George Reese and
Toy B. Husband, returned safely.

HANNOVER - Briefed for Hannover, seven of our crews took part in
the Group's run into Holland, where solid clouds, followed by a
“recall”, vaited for them. Bombing was impossible, but our squad-
ron, leading the Group this day, knocked down two FW 190s out of
the chree E/A descroyed by the Group, and made the mission worth~
wvhile. Lt. Stanley Silverscein, bombardier, and T/Sgt. Immanuel
J. Enos, top turret, were credited with the enemy fighters, both
of which dove into the sea off Holland. Lts. Robert R. Fryer,
Joseph Belser, George Paris, Reginald L. Robinson, George Reese
L. G. Coock and Oleron Linn and their crews received credit for
the mission.

HEROYA, NORWAY - One of the outstanding raids in the Theatre was
this long run—for the first time— into Norway. Our own Group,
iocluding this squadron's six crews, did a highly professional
job of finding the great aluminium plant in the edge of a solid
overcast, when the leading group (91sc) at firsc missed it. Bomb~
ing was devastating at the target and so closely placed as to
leave the adjoining town unharmed. In addition, 2and Lt. Beverly

R. Lamb, bombardier, and S/Sgt. Joha T. Brinkman, ball turret, des-
troyed an ME 109 and an FW 190, respectively, from the small force
of enemy fighters. Lts. L. G. Cook, Leo McIntire, Ceorge Reese,
Toy B. Husband, Oleron Linn and Reginald L. Robinson were the
pilots this day.

HANNOVER - Seven of the squadron's crews, piloted by Lts. George
Reese, Wesley D. Peterson, Toy B. Husband, L. G. Cook, Reginald L.
Robinson, Joseph Belser and Leo McIntire made the deepest penetra-
tion of Germany to date, sweeping way up the North Sea and down
across Germany bectween Emden and Wilhelmshaven to attack the Con-
tinencal Gummiwerke, one end of which was well hit. Severe flak and
some fighters met the crews, and three gunners were wounded: T/Sgt.
Arthur J. Jenniges, T/Sgt. Eldo C. Spangenberg and T/Sgt. Oscar Y.
Krigbaum. All of our planes returned, however. IW 190s were knock-
ed down by S$/Sgt. Loras J. Connelly, tail gunmner, S/Sgt. Johm F.
Elek, ball turret, and S/Sgt. 2aul Mardis, ball turrec.

KASSEL - On the basis of the Hannover raid, the Group fought icts
way still furcher into che  enemy camp, dropping a close concentra-
tion of bombs mere vards away from the targecr, and spreading nickc
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all over Germany. The squadron's lone representative was Lt.
William J. Dooley and his crew who defied swarms of enemy fighc-
ers to dislodge them from the "hole" position in the lead squad-
ron. No less than three fighcers blew up at the hands of this
crev. S/Sgt. Fred H. Nabors left waist, S/Sgt. John C. Loted,
tail gunner, and T/Sgt. Immanuel J. Enos, top turret, led the
shooting, and were officially credited the "destroyeds" on this
raid.

KIEL - Today, the 368th's turn to lead the Group, developed into
the hoctest fight since the first Bremen raid. Outstainding fea-
ture of the day, however, was the deadly accurate bombing achi-
eved by the close teamwork of Capt. George Paris, celebracing his
new rank today, Capt. Wallace Boring, lead navigator, and Lt.
Stanley Silverstein, lead bombardier, and of the crews following
piloted by Lts. George Reese, Toy B. Husband, L. G. Cook, Reginald
L. Robinson and Leo Mclntire. Bombs pounding through a smoke screen
into the Kriegsmarine werke, one of Germany's key shipping tar-
gets, brought up a cloud of enemy fighters in retaliation. Our
squadron came back intact however, with credit for three E/A des-
troyed at the hands of 2nd Lt. James T. Harrison, bombardier, lst
Lt. August Winters, bombardier, and S/Sgt. George F. Fisher, ball
turrec, that latter achieving the distinction of getting an ME 210.
Two were damaged by S/Sgt. Jay L. Braman, left waist, and 2nd Lt.
Leon Feldman, bombardier. A fine day for our bombardiers, with cthe
target nailed down and two E/A credited as well.

lst L. Robert R. Fryer received his captaincy.
So ended a lively month for the squadron in which eight missions

vere flown and no crews lost. All hands, combat and ground per-
sonnel together, really plugged.
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¥ine promocions of enlisted men included those of S/§ Ra
R. Elbert, Edwin J. Borlik, Charles W. Bone, Clvde c.s;:;rard:ph
and Sgt. Harris R. Whitten to T/Sgts. ’ i

1st Lts. George Reese and Charles Munger, 2nd Lts. Leon Feldaan
and Roger Barton, T/Sgts. Herbert W. Hawkes and Edwin J. Boriik
and S/Sgts. John T. Brinkman, Lester B. Parks and Jay L. Btmn.
were members of the crew transferred to the 423rd Squadron.

lst Lt. Glennon A. Kreher, mess officer, was transferred to the
squadron from the 367th.

A new crew joined the squadron: 2nd Lts. George Coris, William
Nally, Frank E. Bullard and Harry Urman, T/Sgts. Walter P. Back
and Jerry F. Horton, and S/Sgts. Leroy Haskell, Joseph A. Kelch,
Alvar A. Nyman and Howard E. Jordan.

1sc Lc. John Bennect, armament officer, received his captaincy,
as of 24 July.

Our squadron dispatched one a/c on this raid, with Lt. Wesley D.
Peterson and his crew participating. Unable to see the target on
this first attack on the centre of the Ruhr in daylight, at GEL-
SENKIRCHEN, the Group bombed a factory and rail junction at Reck-
linghausen. The run off course and out was through plenty of flak.

Today lst Lt. L. G. Cook, one of our flight leaders, became a
captain.

FLUSHING - A series of shorter raids into the Occupied Countries
across the Channel started with this actack on Flushing. Brussels
had been cthe target briefed, but heavy clouds turned the formacion
toward Flushing Airport instead. Bombing was difficult, but a few
hits may have proved useful. The enemy threw up no fighters at
all against our fine P-47 fighter cover, and flak was negligible.
Lts. William Dooley, Toy B. Husband, Leo McIntire, Wesley D. Pet-
erson, Joseph Belser, Reginald L. Robinson, and W. D. Jones and
their crews were all pleased to have knocked off another mission.

LE BOURGET - The 368th, with Col. George L. Robinson, Group C.0.,
and Maj. John M. Regan in the lead ship, led the Group and the
Combat Wing today in one of several attacks on airfields in
France. Against slight flak and a few persistent fighters, our
crews plastered the target well. Capt. Wallace Boring navigated
and Lt. Stanley Silverstein did the bombing for lead ship. Capt.
L. G. Cook and Lts. William Docley, Toy B. Husband, W. D. Jones,
Leo McIntire and Reginald L. Robinson and their crews chalked up
another missicn.

SCHWEINFURT - The great secret target finally came to light ac
the morning's briefing. (More accura:ely.' it had been firsc
briefed and then scrubbed, two days earlier). The most vital fac-
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AUGUST (con t) tories in all Europe to Germany's war production, whose plans
our navigators and bombardiers had been studying for days be-
forehand without knowing where they were, were now located at
Schweinfurt, well down into Southern Germany. The 368th puc
eight crews into the air to lead the Composite Group. Lead pi-
lot was Capt. Robert R. Fryer, on his 25th mission, held over
Just for chis carget.

With him were Lt. Maynard Dix to navigate and Lt. Herschel E-
zell to bomb. Heavy fighting was the order of the day, going
in and coming out, both, and of the Group's tweaty-four claims
eleven were ours. S/Sgt. George Monser, left waist, blocked
two attacks on the lead ship by blowing up one FW 190 and set-
ting another on fire. S/Sgt. Joseph J. Miglioresi, also a left
waist gunner, blew up an FW 190 and damaged another. T/Sgts.
David A. Philpot and Arthur Jenniges, S/Sgts. Howard E. Jordan,
William J. Tremper and John Coulson, and Sgt. Edward F. Gramm
each blasted an FW 190 to the point where the pilot bailed out.
S/Sgt. Donald R. Neff, top turret, damaged another 190.

Despite these heavy encounters, all our crews got over the ball
bearing factories, did considerable damage through a smoke
screen to buildings in the area, and all came home safely after
their longest raid yet made into Germany. Capts. L. G. Cook and
George Paris, and Lts. Toy B. Husband, Joseph Belser, Reginald
L. BRobinson, William F. Dooley and Leo McIntire and their crews
made the trip. Keen leadership and solid, tight formation fly-
ing stood out on this raid.

19 BRUSSELS - A second attempt to get to Brussels was blocked by
overcast, and the Group, including Capts. George Paris amd L. G.
Cook, and Lts. Leo McIncire, William F. Dooley and Reginald L.
Robinson of the 368th again swung north to bomb Flushing. Bombs
hit along both sides of the now familiar canal. Feature of cthe
day was the fine "umbrella" cover put onm by RAF Spits.

20 Capt. Wallace Boring, veteran squadron navigator, was transfer-
red to Wing headquarters. Capt. Joseph Kosakowski, squadron bom-
bardier, was also transferred there, and 2nd Lts. John L. Voeh-
ringer and Donald E. Phillips joined the squadron.

24 VILLACOUBLAY - The Group led the Wing zoday, with our squadron
flying high, on a return trip to the . C factories south of Paris.
A heavy overcast broke near the targe: and the Group led the Wing
successfully over the west corner cf the field, which was solidly
hit by the two following groups. Capt. L. G. Cook and Lts. William
F. Dooley, Wesley D. Peterson, Robert W. Shingler, Leo Mcintire
and Reginald L. Robinson and their crews found enough flak to dam-
age every a/c, but no fighters bothered this Group.

T/Sgt. Raymond Walls, who evaded capture from Belgium, started
home to the U.S.A. today.

27 WATTON - The 368th led the Group on this effort to drop bombs in-

3

3 .4 .2 A 1

3



e

ey 2

—~y g —3 — 1 T3 T3% —3 T3

Squadron Diary 3
368th BONBARDHENT SQUADRON (H)

1943

AUGUST (con'c)

31

to the mysterious "hole in the ground”, 20 miles in back of
Calais. Bombing into the sun was most difficult on this ciny
targec hidden in a woods (even from 15,000 feet) a targec,
moreover, well defended by flak. Capt. George Paris and Lts.
Joseph Belser, Maynard Dix and Stanley Silverstein were in the
lead ship. Lts. William H. Dooley, Leo McIntire, Wesley D. Pe-

terson, Reginald L. Robinson and Robert W. Shingler piloted the
other a/c.

ROMILLY-SUR-SEINE - Our crews wound up the month's campaign
against airfields with an attempt to reach Romilly since lasc
December. 10/10ths clouds blocked the way, however, and the
ships followed the other groups back over the Amiens-Glisy
airfield. On this mission without incidenc, they could not even
drop their bombs due to the group ahead passing underneach us
at the target. Capt. L. G. Cook led the low squadron, followed
by Lcs. William F. Dooley, Wesley D. Peterson, Reginald L. Ro-
binson and W. D. Jones and their crews.

Capc. !nbeft D. Stevens, veteran squadron engineering officer,
was ctransferred to the 39th Service Group. Lt. William Widlan~-
sky will £111 the position in this squadron.
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Its Capt. Toy B. Husband from today on out. Among 17 promo-
tions of EM were those of $/Sgts. William B. Plaskec, Jr.,
Harry Gorszyca and Donald W. Doygan to T/Sgts.

ROMILLY-SUR-SEIRE - The second effort to reach Romilly airfield
within four days succeeded, and bombs were dropped through
clouds on the basis of a Gee fix, and calculations made on the
run up when the aiming point was still’visible. While this made
for uncertain bombing, the raid in other respects was satisfac-
tory, with no casualties in the squadron. Capt. George Paris'
and Lt. W. D. Jones' ships were well peppered with flak, but
enemy fighters were held off by our P-47s, except for a short
period beyond their range near the cargec. T/Sgt. William L.
Utley, top turret, got the chance to blow up an FW 190 which
came in too close. Lts. George Goris, Wesley D. Peterson, Wil-
liam F. Docley and W. D. Jones and their crews made up the rest
of the formationm.

A nev crew joined the squadron: 2nd Lts. Paul F. Paulsen, Jo-
seph J. Zardin, Jr., Henry Zaborsky and Leonard P. Blatnica;
T/Sgts. Travis P. Powell and Joseph J. Zarriello; S/Sgts. Doug-
las C. Wright, Francis A. Weitzel, James W. Carroll and Richard
E. Litherland.

Lc. Edgar Hallman, adjutant, promoted to captain. Capt. Toy B.
Husband ctransferred to Group as assistant operations officer.

STUTTGART - The squadron's turn to lead came up again on another
haul to the limit of our range, in Southern Germany. Our crews
made the run to the target area without serious fighter oppos-
icion, but found the factories covered with clouds, and swung im-
mediately for home, bombing the small town of Achern before cros-
sing the Rhine, en route. The toughest break for the squadron
since 21 May was the loss of Lt. Wesley D. Peterson's crew north
of Paris where they bailed out because of lack of gas. Our first
loss in 26 missions was hard, particularly for such a reason, but
everyone is hopeful that some of them will get away. Col. George
L. Robinson and Capt. L. G. Cook were in the cockpit of the lead
ship, with Lts. Maynard D. Dix and Stanley Silverstein again in
the nose. Lt. James H. Harrison kept an eye on the formacion from
the tail position. Capt. George Paris and his crew landed away
due to fuel shorctage. Lt. W. D. Jones was forced to return at Am-
iens when one engine went out. Lts. George Goris and William Doo-
ley made up the rest of the formacion. The missing crew is:

2nd Lt. Wesley D. Peterson T/Sgc. William B. Utley

2nd Lt. Edward L. Maslanka Sgt. Frederick H. Huntzinger
2nd Le. Donald E. Phillips S/Sgt. George S. Monser

lst Lt. August Winters Sgt. William E. Scotc, Jr.
S/Sgt. William L. Plaskecrt S/Sgt. Douglas G. Wright

BRUSSELS - The airfield of Evere, coming up again as a target,
turned out to be a "“piece of cake", much appreciacted bv our four
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! crews who took parc. Sombing was rather wide of the field, but
fighter support was excellenc, the P-47s hovering close and chas-
ing off whac FW 190s appeared. The men on the flak guns did very
poorly, and indeed the only "Hot News" of the day was reporced as
"No flak on che bomb run!" Some Dutchmen in the woods near Flush-
ing did very well in flashing the "V" for victory signal to our
crews, who gave them the flash back. Lt. Joseph Belser led with
Les. William F. Dooley and Robert W. Shingler on his wvings, and
Let. W. D. Jones in the second element.

8 2nd Lts. Andrew Bycott, Carl W. Holmes, Stanley Silverscein and
Raymond L. Slater were promoted to lst Lts.

9 LILLE - Today's raid was a far cry from the squadron's firsc--
exactly 1l months earlier at the same French town——for today our
crews, again flying low squadron, saw lictle flak, saw E/A over-
powered by our P-47s, saw other air fields smoking all along the
route from simultaneous actacks of other Combat Wings, and saw
still ocher airfields heavily plowed up by the month's attacks.
It is striking to recall that eleven months ago we could mount
but one actack, with a maximum of four groups. Today, our Group
fell for a dummy target--probably for the first time--one locat-
ed within about chree miles of our incended target. The real one
can be easily taken care of another day, so there's no great loss.
Lts. Joseph Belser, Robert W. Shingler, Reginald L. Robinsom, W. D.
Jones and William F. Dooley flew, while Lt. William Katz made his
first crip as a 168ch piloc.

15 ROMILLY-SUR-SEINE - For this successful return attack on Romilly
air field, the 368th supplied only one ship, flown by Lt. W. D.
Jones and his crew. Three of the six hangars allotted were hit.

2nd Lts. George Arnmold, George Goris, James T. Harrison, William
Katz, W. D. Jones, Beverly Lamb, Coyle Logue, Roy Ranck, Joseph
Ryan, Alfred E. Simmen and Wylie W. Swapp became lst. Lts. F/0
Saxe Mowers wvas promoted to 2nd Let., and lsc Lt. Alfred W. Weld
was promoted to captain.

16 NANTES - Center of attack for Bomber Command now shifted to the
west side of France from the northeast, our own particular target
being a submarine “mother ship" ac dock in the Loire River off
Nantes. Finding cloud and smoke screen over the river, our Group,
in wvhich Lts. William F. Docley and W. D. Jones of the 368th flew,
chose to drop on the Chateau Bougom arfield, which was in the
clear. This attack was effective. Lt. Jones and his crew flew
through the target and all cthe way back on chree engines, finally
landing in Southern England on only two engines.

For the remainder of this week a series of briefings, mostly aimed
at catching the same “"sother ship"” act Nantes, were rum off, but
our planes never flew outside of England.

23 NANTES ~ This ctime our Squadron, leading the Group, was able to do
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some real damage to the docks at the target, though the subma-
rine "mother ship" at Nantes was again hidden by smoke. It was

a long pull with 6000 pounds of bombs. Capt. George Paris led
vith Lts. Maynard Dix and Raymond Slater finding the target,

and Lt. Eduardo Montoya putting our bombs dowm with professional
accuracy. Lts. William F. Dooley and Oleron Linn went along, while
both Lts. William Nally and Paul Paulsen took off on their first
missions as first pilocs. Lt. Paulsen had a tough break when his
No. 2 engine gave out and he had to abort.

EMDEN - This raid was highly significant as being our first at-
tempt to beat overcast and smoke screen by bombing "target unseen"
on Pathfinder navigation. Bombing was scattered, as the Pathfind-
er's falres were firsc seen over the IP and no one was quite sure
when to let go. The P-47s did their usual fine job. Lts. Roy Ranck
and George Goris flew their first mission as first pilocts. Lt.
Joseph Belser led the squadron, which again flew low, followed by
Lts. Paul F. Paulsen, Reginald L. Robinson and William Katz. Nick-
els were tossed out by one of our crews. All came home safely.

During the lactter part of the month the promotions of 2nd Lts.
Frank E. Bullard, Eduardo Montoya, William Nally, Harry Urman
and John L. Voehringer to 1lst Lts.,.all came through.
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lsc Lt. Joseph Belser received the flight leader's rank of Cap-
tain, vhile lst Lt. Maynard Dix, as squadron navigator, also be-
came a capcain. The promotion of S/Sgt. Jerome F. DuFour to
T/Sgt. led the list of 25 promotions of enlisted men.

EMDEN - In a smooch PFF return tip to this tacget, six of our
crews flew as high squadron, while our Group led the Combat Wing
The bombs disappeared in 10/10ths clouds. The enemy put up 11::1;
opposition of any kind and all our a/c came back safely, includ-
ing Lt. William F. Dooley, who was celebrating his 25ch. Capc.
Joseph Belser and Lts. Paul F. Paulsen, Reginald L. Robinson

Roy Ranck and William Nally also made the trip with their cr;ws.

FRANKFURT - The 368th's turm to lead the entire First Bomb Divi-
sion to the target came today, and our lead crew, Capt. George
Paris as pilot, Col. Budd Peaslee of 40Oth Combat Wing as air com~
mander, and Capt. Maynard Dix, Lt. Stanley Silverscein and Lt.
Carl W. Holmes in the nose, led the force scraight over the cen-
ter of the VDM Propellor Works at Frankfurt. While our own bombs
were a shade short, the path was marked out for the groups fol-
lowing to get on the target proper, and there is the excra sacis-
faction of hitting the very airplane parts that make it possible
for the FW 1903 and Messerschmitts to get into the air. P-47s
gave protection wvhere it was needed most, up to the target. After
"bombs away" enemy singles and twins were thick for three-quarcers
of an hour.

Three of the four Group claims of the day fell to the guns of our
squadron. S/Sgt. Steven J. Krisko and Sgt. William J. Meade both
knocked FW 190s down. Meanwhile, the gunners of Lc. Paul Paulsen's
crew, which was forced to turn back because of a runaway prop just
before the target, were throwing lead out as they dove for the
cloud cover at 2,000 feet, and anocher FW 190 fell to T/Sgt. Travis
F. Powell in the top turret. All of our crews came back safely. Lts
Roy Ranck, William Nally, William Kacz and George Goris and their
crews also made the crip.

As of today, lst Lts. Stanley Silverstein and William Widlansky
are captains, and 2nd Lts. Paul F. Paulsen, Leonard Blatnica,
Henry Zaborsky and Joseph Zardin are pronotgd to lst Lts.

BREMEN ~ The enemy made a violent effort to stop our crews on
this vital targec, but the bombs went down square on the center of
town just the same. Bombing was visual. T/E fighters threw rockets
in large numbers, then desperately flew back and forth across che
front of the Group in an actempt to throw the bombardiers off on
the bombing run. The squadron flew low, with Lts. William Kacz,
Roy Ranck, Oleron Linn, William Nally, Joseph Gay and Paul F. Paul-
sen as pilots. Lt. John L. Voehringer, navicator in the nose of
Le. Lion's plane, was killed by a .30 cal bullet from an ME 109,
which Lt. Joseph P. Ryan, bombardier on the same plane, succeeded
in setting on fire.
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CTOBER (con't) S/Sgt. Bernard J. Nitti was wounded, while Lt. Norman J. Sansom,

10

11

12

14

flying with a 423rd crew on this mission, was MIA. Our gunners
destroyed five enemy fighters: credited to Lt. Leomard F. Blat-
nica, T/Sgt. James K. Herman and T/Sgt. Travis F. Powell, while
S/Sgt. Richard W. Litherland got two.with his ball turret guns.
Four probables were accounted for by $/Sgt. William D. Bartom,
S/Sgt. Othal Woodall and T/Sgt. Paul F. Hughes and a damaged to
S/Sgt. Marshall E. McDaniel.

GDYNIA - An early and memorable briefing opened by Maj. Robert C.
Willism, group operations officer, observing that if there were
any doctors in the house they'd better stay to revive anyonme who
fainted when the screen was rolled up on the map. No one did
faint, but everyone toock a pretty deep breath! The three-pronged
attack laid out for Gdynia, Marienburg and Anklam was far and away
the most daring project yet undertaken by our crews in England.
Half the German fleet lying supposedly out of range in a harbor
in Poland was a challenge, and a tempting ome, to our five crews,
piloted by Lt. L. G. Coock, and Lts. Joseph Gay, Paul F. Paulsen,
William Katz, and Roy C. Ranck.

The long trip started with an unusually low and really breachtak-
ing rendezvous directly over our field, as the 40th Combat Wing
fell into formation with our own. While heavy smoke screems cov-
ered the target, our bombs dropped on estimated positions, did
serious damage to the docks. Someone hit the big liner Scuccgare,
which was next day observed in photographs being towed out of the
harbor. Somwhere on the long trip back, Lt. Ranck and his crew
wvere missing, a sad loss for the squadron. Missing were:

lst Lct. Roy C. Ranck S/Sgt. Harry A. Hall
2nd Lt. Miles C. McCormack Sgt. Henry J. Kozier
2nd Lt. Carl A. Grosebeck Sgt. Douglas R. Farris
2nd Lt. William C. Hewitc S/Sgt. Fred H. Nabors
T/Sgc. William J. Skahan S/Sgt. William D. Barton

COESFELD - Leading the group on this raid, which had Munster for
the primary target, the squadron put six ships in the air. Caprc.
Joseph Belser was leading, with Lts. Alfred Simmen and Eduarde
Montoya as lead mavigator and bombardier, respectively. Lts. Wil-
liam Nally, J. Bruce McMahon, George Goris, Joseph Gay, J. P.
Noack and their crews followed. Led by the 92nd Group, the crews
dropped their bombs on a target of opportunity, the RR junctiom ac
Coesfeld, with good effect, and came home safely after a rather
uneventful mission.

lst Lts. Carl W. Holmes and Beverly R. Lamb, having finished "The
Grand Tour", started for home.

2nd Lts. Russell Lund and Daniel McCauley joined the squadron.

SCHWEINFURT - As luck would have it, the sharpest air battle of
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CTOBER (con'ct) the war came during a veek vhan it was cha "Eager Beaver's"
turn to be off oparaclons. Tha ocher chree squadrons shared In
the great raid, whese repercussions on Cermany's war tndustry
will unquestlonably be great. Wichout Eighter suppart, they
challenged che enesy at ics mosc sensicive spot amd got through
to the targec despice losses.

0 Briefed for Duren, in the Ruhr, che squadron flying ia low pos-
ition coday, found a solid [romc inside the Dutch coast and
turned back near Haamscedt without bosbing, since our crevs
were carrying incemdiarles vhich would have been comparacively
useless on one of the neighboring airfields as a carget of op-
portunicy. Cape. L. G. Cook and Lcs. Paul F. Paulsen, J. Bruce
HeMahon, Joseph Gay, Donald Wadlew and Willlam Eaczr and cheir
crevs made the crip vithout Iocidenc.

22 Joining the squadron were:
Jod Le. Joho H. Eslly Sgt. William €. Vought
Zod Lo. Charles H. Baylésa Sgt. William C. Chriscian
2nd Le. Ted Boswell, Jr. Sgt. Caorge E. Wallace
2ad Le. Michael Kalish Sge. Alfred E. Peec:
§/Sgt. Ernest C. Smarce, Jr. 5gt. Carl E. Hudson

k| $/Sge. Sam A. Marcak promored to T/Sgt.

27 ipd Le. Saze W. Hovers promocted co lac Lk.

lsc Le. Paul F. Paulsen and his encire crev left che squadron to
join the Pathfinders, 481nd Bomb Group:

lar Le. Paul F. Paulsen T/5ge. Joseph J. Zarrislla
lac Le. Joseph Zardinm S/Sgr. Richard Licherland
lse Le. Loonsed Blatnica 5/5gt. Francis A. Welczsl
lsc Le. Heary Zaborsky 5/5ge. James ¥W. Carroll

T/Sge. Travis Powell Sgt. Jamea E. Arden
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The following combat men joined the squadron, some being as-
signed to active crews almost immediately, and other placed
temporarily on the reserve lisc:

2nd Lt. Leland C. Hendershot Sgt. Joseph Alvarez

2nd Lt. Carl N. Grending Sgt. Richard L. Eohler

2nd Lt. John A. Strauser Sgt. Stuart M. Powell

2nd Lt. Ewing Shields III Sgt. Albert A. Grienpenstroh
- 2nd Lt. Alfred W. Stillwell Sgt. Eustasio C. Conzales

Sgt. Albert E. Tessier, Jr.
Sgt. Joseph F. Dunton
Sgt. Dewitt A. Rockwell, Jr.

As of today, 2nd Lts. Joseph Gay, Myron Dmochowski, Jack Sam-
way, Ivan Glaze, J. Bruce McMahon and W. Dale Reed as 1lst Lts.

Capt. Elbert G. Odle, operations officer, attains the (to the
rest of us) dizzying rank of major.

WILHELMSHAVEN - The loss of two of our crews purely to accident
made this a very tough day for the squadron. Somehow, ocut over
the North Sea and headed for Germany, Lt. George Goris' plane,
flying lead in our second element, collided with Lt. Donald Wad-
ley's plane, which was in #3 position in our first element and
both went down. The missing crews are:

1st Lt. George E. Goris, Jr. T/Sgct. LeRoy E. Morten

2nd Lt. Kenneth R. Cabe S/Sgt. LeRoy Haskell

1st Lt. Frank E. Bullard S/Sgt. Joseph A. Kelch, Jr.
lst Lt. Harry Urman S/Sgc. William J. Meade
T/Sgc. Walcer P. Back S/Sgt. Howard E. Jordan
lst Lt. Donald L. Wadley S/Sgt. Randall Licctle

Flt Lt. Kazimier Kazimioreruk S/Sgt. LeRoy M. Stahlman
2nd Lt. Pecer Marinos §/Sgt. Kennech M. Cameron
2nd Lt. Charles A. Ashman S/Sgt. Merl E. Dixon
T/Sgt. Santiago M. Canmo Sgt. Michael A. Ravasio

In other respects the raid was an unusually good one. This was
almost the first time that PFF bombing had been used over an
overcast in daylight. Our other four crews, carrying on over
eneny territory of which they could see nothing at all, had a
curious feeling dropping their bombs chrough 10/10ths cloud on
what gave no indication of being the target, or any target at
all, for that macter, or even of being Germany! All the more
gratifving, but still certainly no less mysterious was the FRU
report received a couple of days later that submarine shops of
the Marine Werft had been hit. The dense cloud appeared to puz~-
zle the enemy's flak gunner beneath it almost as much as his
fighters who came up through i:z. Flak was weak, and thirty-odd
fighters which poked their noses up were quickly pounced on by
our P-47s first, and next by P-38s, which wrapped themselves
around our ships in most protective "fashion. Capt. L. G. Cook
and Lts. Joseoh Gay, William Nally and J. Bruce McMahon brought
their crews home saiely.
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The following combat personnel joined the squadron:

2nd Lt. John Gassler S/Sgt. Anthony S. Cieri
2nd Lt. Carl R. Thoampson S/Sgr. Benjamin S. Mings
2nd Lt. Daniel A. Logan, Jr. Sgt. David E. Gollaher
2nd Lt. William D. Hughes Sgt. Roy W. Grothe
S/Sgec. David L. Mills Sgt. Theodore V. Lenoski

GELSENKIRCHEN - The squadron, led by "Cookie"! (Capt. L. GC.
Cook), took the group into the Ruhr flak and brought it all

out again. Though our veterans thought Happy Valley had less
guns than before, what they did throw up played merrily around
the squadron, particularly Lt. William Nally's plane where a
piece hit his #1 supercharger and knocked it into the #2 super-
charger. Enemy fighters were again thrown off by our P-47s, which
having seen the P-38s at Wilhelmshaven, endeavored to snuggle up
close—if not quite as close—to our ships as the P-38s do.
While the crews dropped on PFF, the target could be seen through
the haze. "Cookie" assisted by copilot Coyle Logue, earnmed the
gratitude of the Group by his fine evasive action over the tar-
get, turning sharply off and out of the flak. Lt. James T. Har-
rison and Lt. Alfred Simmen were in the lead team, and the other
crews were led by Lts. Joseph Gay, William Katz, J. Bruce McMahon
and William Nally.

Today six of our veterans took off for home, and they will be
missed by the squadromn: Capc. L. G. Cook, lst Lts. Coyle Logue,
Reginald L. Robinson and Alfred Simmen and T/Sgt. James K. Her-
man, while S/Sgt. Arthur Jenniges went to a training group to
help teach new men.

Capt. Harold Munal, who has somehow kept the squadron om its feet ‘
since Wendover days, was transferred to Group and is now our Group
Surgeon.

1st Lc. Sam S. McNeeley joined the squadron as assistant S$-2, and
1st Lt. James E. McClung, a physician, was assigned to the squad-
ron from Group.

BREMEN - Lts. William Nally, J. Bruce McMahon, William Katz and
Floyd 0. Scudder took off in today's weather which became so thick
that all were recalled except for two a/e of another 306th squad-
ron which hitched on to other groups and went to Bremen and Flens-
burg, regspectively. Tragic side of the day was the crash in Eng-
land of Lt. Scudder's plane in the turbulent weather. None of the
crew, six of whom had only flown with us since I November, surviv-
ed the crash: lst Lt. Floyd Scudder, 2nd Lts. Leland G. Hendershot
Ewing Shields III and John A. Strauser, T/Sgts. Sam P. Bearden and
Harris R. Whicten; S/Sgts. Albert A. Griepenstroh and Charles R.
Nicholson, and Sgts. Akberct E. Tessier, Jr., and Eustasio C. Gon-
zales. .
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20
" 23
26

2nd Lts. Stanley N. Buck and James B. Morrow, and Sgts. Gerard
F. Brennan, Richard M. Bowman, Walter A. Townsend and Chester
J. Predko, all combat men, joined the squadron.

" KNABEN - Five o'clock briefing revealed a projected trip to Nor-

vay. Here was another target for precision bombing only, even
more acutely so than Schweinfurt's ball bearings or the Huls
rubber plant, and this target had the advantage of being almost
undefended by the enemy. The only real hazard was the long North
Sea haul, like a Pacific raid, and word that the Royal Navy would
cover the course was good to hear. So our crews, piloted by Lts.
William Katz, John Gassler, J. Bruce McMahon and William Nally,
and making up an extra element behind the Group formation felt
pretty good about it all. Finding the molybdenum mine, chief of
four mines in the district which gave Germany praccically her
encire supply, was like spotting a small valley in country as
wold as the "Lost World"”. So the Group made three 360s around the
target to be sure of it, then dove the bombs home on the little
buildings grouped around the head of the shaft. No fighters or
flak to speak of disturbed the carefully executed proceedings

of the day, and all our crews came home safely with a highly
satisfactory job done and another raid earmed.

S/Sgts. Edgerton D. Ewing, Ernest Smartt and George Monser, and
Sgts. DeWitt Rockwell, Charles A. Nichols and William E. Scott,
Jr., were promoted to T/Sgts.

1st Lt. Albert W. Greaves joined the squadron.
2nd Lt. Robert L. Klawuhn promoted to lst Lt.

BREMEN -~ As this "favorite" target came up again, it looked as

1f Bremen was turning into this year's milkrun, as St. Nazaire
had been last year. PFF planes led the bombing again, as is be-
coming their cuscom, while the Eager Beavers flew low squadron.
Lt. J. Bruce McMahon and his crew led, with Lts. Francis Hoey,
Joseph Gay, William Nally, Carl Grending, John Cassler and W.
Dale Reed and their crews filling out the formation. Near Olden-
burg, Lt. Hoey peeled off under control. No one could tell whecher
flak or fighters had damaged his ship, and everyone looked hope-
fully for him at base. Failing his return, there was at least the
very good hope that all the crew had bailed out safely. Our crews
found it something of a surprise to actually see enemy territory
for a change, though of course the target was blacked out by a
cloud. The missing crew was:

2nd Lt. Francis J. Hoey Sgt. Robert P. Randall

2nd Lt. John B. Harr Sgt. William H. Sanford
2nd Lt. Stanley S. Silverman Sgt. William J. Tremper
2nd Lt. James B. Morrow Sgt. Gerard F. Brennan
S/Sgt. Neil H. Brennan . Sgt. Walter A. Townsend
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During the month the following combat personnel joined the

squadron

F/O James Ray Coleman

2nd Lc. Oscar B. Bourn
2nd Le. Louis Rodriguez
2nd Lt. Donald W. Balctzer
§/Sgc. Rex L. Hayes

2nd Lc. Philip J. Field

2nd Lt. Clarence J. Crowl
2nd Lc. Charles W. Leake
2nd Lt. Burton C. Gustafson
Sgt. James G. Browmell

2nd Lc. Albert F. Rehn
2nd Lec. John C. Wilsom
2nd Lc. Donald R. Ross
S§/Sgc. James A. Borchers
S/Sgt. Lewis A. Hudgins

2nd Le. Charles W. Smich

2nd Lc. Merle P. Brown

2nod Lt. Charles L. Stevenson
2nd Lt. Herman F. Allen

Sgt. Carl A. Heuser

2nd Lt. Floyd H. Bruann

2nd Lt. Clinton D. Swan
2nd Le. Martin J. McCarchy
F/0 George W. Tapper
S/Sgt. Reese E. Phillips

2nd Lc. Gilbert M. Roeder
2nd Lec. Frank I. Endres
2nd Lt. Mitchell K. Antoon
2nd Lt. Kennech M. Farrar
S/Sgr. Emery G. Miller

2nd Lt. Raymond D. Tripp

2nd Lt. Ray C. McDaniel

2nd Le. Franz E. Tingler

2nd Lt. James H. Laughlin, Jr.
S§/Sgr. Eugene J. Nolan

S/Sgt. Calvin G. Garrison
Sgt. Wallace Benningfield
Sgt. Oakland V. Bictikofer
Sgt. Fred T. Organ

Sgt. Albert J. Doine

Sgt. Roy N. Nupen

Sgt. Karl C. Madsen
Sgt. Hurl N. Millikin
Sgt. Sidney M. Salupsky
Sgt. Bennie L. Jefferies

S/Sgr. Paul R. Wearich
Sgt. Ralph W. Miltom
Sgt. James K. Adkins
Sgt. Cecil L. Hopkins

Sgt. Victor R. Marcotte
Sgt. Thomas E. Stillson, Jr.
Sgt. Howard C. Granger

Sgt. Domald S. Courson

Sgl‘.. R. B. Trumble

Sgt. John H. Taylor
Sgt. Charles E. Bradley
Sgt. William D. Whitc
Sgt. Frederick R. Shadel
Sgt. Roy L. Wiklund

S/Sgt. David R. Mills

Sgt. Harleth M. Haven

Sgt. Edward L. Robinson, Jr.
Sgt. Jesse T. Laningham
Sgt. Ralph A. Sanchez

S/Sgt. Raymond J. Manski
S/Sgt. Stanley O. Lesnieski
S/Sgc. Phillip A. Leo

Sgt. Charles L. Hum

Sgt. E11 Goldbarst

41
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1 LEVERKUSEN=- Perhaps the most eventful parc of coday's PFF raid
on this industrial town in the Ruhr was making rendezvous chrough
a3 vicolent ¢umulus clowds as the squadron has flowm in. Cur former
pileot, Capt. George Reese, nov a member of the 433td squadron, had
his ship licerally torn out of contrel in a cloud and was forced
to bale out a2ll hands. Les. J. Bruce McHahon, Joseph Gay, John
Gagsler, W. Dale Reed, Carl Grending, Russell Lund and Johm M.
Kelly flew high squadron, bombed over 10/10ths cleuds and came
back intact, except that Lt. Reed and his crew landed a rather
batcered plane out of gas at Framlinghas,

lar Lr. Sam 5. Hclieeley promoced co captain as of 2] Dece.

5 LA ROCHELLE - A mission which promised to be interescing for our
squadron, since it wvas leading not only che Group but the Combac
Wiog as well, was cur short, as our crews passed che well known
town of Mantes, by a solid overcast ahead. S50 Maj. John M. Regan,
368ch C.0., had to swing the whole outflt around and cake it back
over cthe long pull north o jeccison bombs in mid-Chanmel. For
all France was well covered wvith clouds, and none of the alcfields
which house GAF oucfics could be found as alternacive cargecs. How=-
ever, Capr. George Paris, and Lcs. Russell Lund, Johmn M. Kelly,
John Gassler, W. Dale HReed and J. Bruce McHahon and cheir crews
vare glad co have anocther mission under cheir belts.

A great event of the pasc four weeks has been the return to che
squadron of five members of Lt. Wealey D. Pecerson's crew, which
weant down in Framce 6 September. lsc Le. Edward L. Maslanka, co-
pilot, lst Lt. August Winters, bombardier, T/Sgcs. George HMonser
and William Scotc, walst gunners, and cail gunner Sgr. Douglas
Wright have shovm up one by one, to everyvone's great satisfaccion.
T/5gc. William Utley, engineer, is expected at any cime. Hov "Heme
for Chriscmas™ 1is the aim of all of them.

?nd Lcs. Thomas Brady, Fussell Lund and Daniel McCaulev weére promo-
ced o lst Lis.

11 EMDEN - Today was the Eager Beaver's turnm to stay hose, vhich they
did reluctantly, as this wvas a familiar targec and chey had the
chance co bomb wisuvally for a change.

13 KIEL = The first crip to Kiel since July found che Eager Beavers
in the low squadron, low grouwp berth, and this ctime Lt. W. Dale
Feed and his crew drew all che excictement. As che formation cros-
aed the mouth of the Elbe River, che PFF ship had crouble, and che
Wing elecced co a 3609 furn to lec the Combac Wing behind take the
lead. During this maneuver the Germans cossed up a plece of [lak
which caught 782's ¥o. 4 engine and the ship imsediacely began to
fall back. While the squadron and Lt. Gay, flying in the Composice
Group, carried on to bomb through the solid overcasc and return Lo
base wichout further incident, Lc. Reed elected to follow and bomb
alone, 0o Sean vencure over Germany's grear naval base. Subse-
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quencly, he and his crew crossed Demmark, losing altitude 'til

a JU 88 engaged them in a rare duel which forced them to dive

to cloud cover at 4,000 feet with one engine on fire. The enemy
found them again, however, only to be out maneuvered and raked bv
the bombardier, Lt. Herman F. Allen, the top turrec, Sgt. Carl
Heuser, and the left waist gumner, Sgt. Donald Courson, as the

88 crossed 782's nose and down her left side. Having thus dis-
posed of the JU 88 by secting both her engines on fire, our crew
next took on a convoy single-handed at deck level, then finding
no further opposition. the boys threw guns, ammunitfon and every-
thing handy overboard to lighten the ship-—and turmed up coolly at
base without a single injury.

Lts. J. Bruce McMahon, John Gassler, Russell Lund, John M. Kelly,
and Joseph Gay also made the trip with their crews, while Lt.
Albert Rehn had bad luck in breaking a propellor shaft and being
forced back early.

2nd Lt. Guillermo A. Perez, copilot,. joined the squadron.

2nd Les. Charles Bayless, Ted Boswell, Michael Kalish and Johno M.
Kelly made 1st Lts, while S/Sgts. Anthony Cieri, Rex L. Hayes,
James G. Brownell, Paul Wenrich and David Mills, and Sgts. Carl
Heuser, Joseph F. Dunten and Joseph Alvarez became T/Sgts.

BREMEN - Back on the milk-run, the squadron led the Group, with
Lt. Col. William S. Raper and Capt. Joseph Belser flying in the
lead a/c, and Lts. Jack Samway, Michael Kalish and Eduardo Mon~-
toya filling out the lead team. Lts. William Katz, James Ray
Coleman, and Philip Field and their crews completed the mission,
while an unusual amount of hard luck hit the squadrom, forcing
Lts. Joseph Gay, Russell Lund and Robert Gerald to turm back.
2/10cths clouds gave Lt. Montoya a chance to bomb visually, which
he took good advantage of, straddling the river with our bombs,
and contributing a good bit toward further disabling this targect.

Capt. George Paris transferred to Group operatioms. Capt. Stanley
Silverstein became assistant operations officer and lst Lt. Eduar-
do Moantoya, squadron bombardier.

OSNABRUCK - The squadron contributed one crew, piloted by Lt. Wil-
liam Katz, to today's mission, which again bombed PFF. Aside from
a brief and violent fighter attack, the day was uneventful.

"ANDY GUMP" - This specfal target, just across the Channel, found
six crews of Eager Beavers making up the third elemencs of two of
the other three squadrons, which squadrons had the job of finding
this ctiny targer. Lts. J. Bruce McMahon, James Ray Coleman, Philip
Fields, W. Dale Reed and Russell Lund made the shuttle trip with
their crews, while Lt. Carl Grending turned back wvith engine trouble

" 2nd Lts. Carl Grending and Albert Stillwell were promoted to 1st Lt
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1st Le. William Kacz Secame captain, and 2nd Lrs. John Gassler,
Willias Hughes, Daniel Logam and Carl R. Thompson became lst Lrs.

30 LUDWIGESHAFEN - The I. G. Farbenindustrie gave tha squadron a wvast
and promising carget of chemical and oil works co descroy and our
seven crews made the most of 1t. Hext day a wvery gracifying con-
fession wvas made by the enemy and neuctral sources chac che big
"gas" towm had been crippled. This was a tribute to our mem, to
the PFF pnavigators vho took them in as lead CGroup and to the besc
frienda a B-17 could have: a P-38 escorc which outdid icself. Lrs.
¥W. Dale Reed, William Reeder, John Gassler, Joseph Gay, Charles
Y. Swmith and Carl Grendiog and their crews made the trip over
the clouds, while Les. Roberc Gerald and James Ray Coleman were
curned back wirh engine croubles.

il COGHAC - The Eager Beawvers put on a highly professional show coday,
one of vhich che squadron can be proud. Briefed for an aicfield
weat of Bordeaux, the Group, led by our squadron, followed the
lead of che 305th Group, nmorth of Bordeaux Eo a point where che
305ch accidentally dropped ics bombs. Heére ocur lead crew, plloced
by Capt. Joseph Belser, with Caprt. Toy B. Husband as copllot and
Le. Jaeck Samway as pavigitor, requested and got permission to bomb
Cognac airfield, an alternate target vhich chey could szee off to
che lefc. They chen led the Group and the 92nd Group to Cognac
where Capt. Stanley Silverstein, observing the oorth pire of che
buildings co be hic already by some ocher group, and black smoke
relling suc, planced our bombs across the scuthern dispersal area
vhere they would do the most good. Then the Group fell inco CBW
formation again and recurned home, untroubled by fighrers, except
one FW 190, which 5/Sgc. Clincon E. Snyder picked off at 800 wvards.
This fighcer was & cercain descroved. Lts. John Gaszsler, Russell
Lund, Joseph Gay, James Ray Coleéman, J. Bruce HcHahon aod Roberc
Gerald and thelr crevs made che crip.

That might, beilng Hew Year's Eve, the squadronm celebraced not enly
a good vear but a fipme raid on the fipal day ac the Group parcy, and
locks confidencly forward co 1944,
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3 S/Sge. Calvin Garrison, and Sgts. Victor Marcotte and Rov N.

Nupen were promoted to T/Sgts as of 1 January. Sgt. Joha C.
Lotti was promoted to S/Sgt. as of 1 January.

KIEL - The Eager Beavers puc up 10 a/c piloted by Capc. Joseph
Belser and Lts. J. Bruce McMahon, W. Dale Reed, William Reeder,
Carl N. Grending, Floyd Bruunn, Charles Berry, Walter Keilt, Ro-
bert Eckles and Charles W. Smith for this mission. They ilew in
the Composite Group in which the 92nd Group supplied six A/C for
the high squadron. Capt. Belser was che flight commander in the
lead squadron. Other 368th ships filled in che lead and low squad-
rons, with one PFF accompanying the lead. The Composite accted as
lead group for the 40th B CBW. Lts. Grending and Smith returned
early with engine croubles. Bombing was PFF as 8/10ths clouds per-
sisted up to the target. Directly over the target was clear, but
did not permit visual bombing on approaching. Lt. Reeder's bombard-
ier dropped his bombs on an AA position on the way out as bomb bay
doors would not function over the target. No attacks were made by
E/A and flak was moderate barrage and tracking, both very inaccu-
rate. Crews relate except for the long haul, the mission was un-
eventful. All returned safely.

Capt. Joseph Belser, S/Sgts. Joseph G. Mynatt, Marshall E. McDaniel
and Leonard Norman became members of the "25 Club" today. lstc Le.
William Nally wvas promoted to captain, effective 30 December. lst

Lt. Eduardo Montoya, having previously finished his tour, departed
for home.

KIEL - The 368ch supplied seven a/c piloted by Lts. W. Dale Reed,
as low squadron leader, John Gassler, Thomas W. Symons III, Philip
J. Field, William Reeder, Carl Grending and F/0O James Ray Coleman
of the 306th who flew high in the composite wing led by the 384ch
Group of the 4lst CBW. Shorctly after leaving target area all hell
broke loose from about thirty E/A attacking this squadron. Most of
the brunt was received by F/0 Coleman' ship, which was having dif-
ficulty maintaining position and was straggling. Out of these run-
ning attacks, three E/A were destroyed; Sgt. Oakland V. Bittikofer,
ball turret, both an FW 190 and an ME 109, and Sgt. Albert J. Doine
tail gunner, an ME 210. Bombing results were 2ood as strike photos
verify. Even though better visual conditions prevailed than cthe day
before, PFF techniques were used and flak also was less intense.
Several ground rockets were observed. All a/c recurned, with only
minor damage.

T/Sgts. David A. Philpot, Jr., and Eldo C. Spangenberg finished
their ctwency-fifths ctoday.

LUDWIGSHAFEN - Eight a/c piloted by Lts. John M. Kelly, lead ship,
Gilbert Roeder, Charles W. Smith, Joseph Gay, Oleron Linn, Thomas
W. Symons III, Philip J. Field and William Reeder, were dispacched
to bomb the I. ¢. Farbenindustrie, manufacturers of imporcant chem—
ical and dyestuffs. The swuadron flew high position of the 306ch
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Group, which occupied low position in the 40th CBW formation.
Lt. Thomas W. Symons III was dispatched as a spare, but becoming
atcached to the lead squadron of the 92nd Group continued on to
target, releasing all bombs in the area. Cloud formations were 3 ™
10/10ths over the target and bombs were dropped PFF. Practically

no E/A were seen and no attacks were made on this squadron. Crews

remarked that friendly escort of P-47s and P-38s was perfect.

There were no gaps in escort, friendly fighters actually over- |
lapping at meeting points. Flak was moderate to intense, contin- :
uously pointed and barrage; reported as the most accurate encoun-

tered on a PFF mission. This was probably due to ground fire be- —
ing directed by two ME 109s circling the formation at a safe dis- FT
tance. Window was dropped, results unknown. Lt. Gilbert Roeder's
a/e, #454, was seriously damaged whem flak hit rudder and eleva-
tor control cables. All a/c landed safely. Ll

2nd Lts. Herman F. Allen, Donald W. Baltzer, Oscar B. Bourn,

Merle P. Brown, Clarence Crowl, Philip Field, Burton Gustafson,
Edvard Locke, Albert Rehn, Louis Rodriguez, Donald R. Ross, Char- )
les W. Smith, Charles L. Stevenson and John C. Wilson promoted to |
1st Les, effective 2 January. 2

—3

9 Capt. Joseph Belser departed to the 12th RCD and home. The Eager 1
Beavers will feel the loss of able pilotage, but wish him rest and )
good luck. Major Edward Miazza promoted to major, effective 1 Jan.

10 2nd Lt. Stanley Buck promoted to 1lst Lt., effective 5 January.

.3

11 HALBERSTADT - This is ome of those missions when "IT" happens. The
' ground persomnnel as well as crews on the mission will long remember

the activities of this day. Some of all the hazards and risks pos-
sible occurred. The 368th flew lead in the 306th Group, which in
turn led the 40cth CBW. Nine a/c were dispatched. Our Col. George L.
Robinson was the wing commander, and wich him were: Lts. Charles W.
Smith, W. Dale Reed, Merle P. Brown, Raymond L. Tripp and F/0 James
Ray Coleman. Lt. Carl N. Grending flew with the 306th Composite
Group. Lt. Joseph Gay returned early due to failure of his No. 1
supercharger.

.

L3

There was a solid overcast over the continent to the south of che
route. Our formacion flew along the edge of the overcast with good
visibility to the nczth. It was clear at the IP and bombing was vis-
ual. Very lictle flak was encountered on the way in or out, and none
over the targec.

About one hour and ten minutes after leaving the target 30 to 35

FW 190s made desperate attacks on the 306th, which was now flying
alone. E/A repeatedly attacked in waves of four. At the starc of che
attack there were 19 a/c in our formation. Seven and one-half min-
utes later only eleven were visible. The attacks were terrifying.
However, two of the eight ships made it to England by evasive ac-
rion and excellent piloting. The accompanving PFF a/c had its cail _
shot off in the first artack wave. Eight chutes came out. The |
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one a/c of this squadrom, Lt. W. Dale Reed's, is missing. The
fighcer accacks concinued incermictencly for two hours. No friend-
ly fighter escort was seen at all. This wvas probably due to the re
call of some of the bomb divisions. Only one 368th a/c escaped
damage. Five of the ships received serious damage, including Col.
Robinson's. It was further observed that enemy-manned Allied a/c
vere along the route observing. Some were B-17s and others appeare
to be RAF Spitfires. E/A dropped parachute bombs and ground rocket:
vere seen along with bursting flak from nearby cities en route.
After weathering the storm of attacks over the continent, the re-

maining ships learned on approaching England that the home field
vas socked in.

Wich darkness creeping up, time and fuel vere all important. Land-
ings were made at Hethel (2nd Division) by Lts. Smith and Grending.
Col. Robinson, with Lt. Russell Lund as copilot, and Lts. Brumn,
Tripp and F/0 Coleman landed at RAF Foulsham. The Group S~2, Major
John Bairnsfather and assistancs, Capts. Wiley Glass, Beekman Pool,
Sam S. McNeeley and Rudolph Skalak and Lt. W. Dixon Hogg on learn-
ing the whereabouts of our ships started at once for destinations
and interrogations. After driving well into the night, part of the
crews were reached, and the remainder the nexc day at Foulsham.
Weather being unfavorable for takeoff, all ships were grounded and
anocher night was spent with the RAF, who really extended themselve
to make all comfortable and inmebriated. But, our master of ceremon-
ies, Capt. Maynard Dix assisted, quite ably by endmen Lts. Lund and
Buck returned all courtesies by leading some of the most pertinenc
singing and gestures imaginable. All in all, it is believed that
the most cordial relations were established between the Eager Beave:
and the RAF. The next day the flights to home base wvere quick and w
evenctful.

Missing 'in action were:

lst Lt. W. Dale Reed, pilot T/Sgt. Orian G. Owens, enginec
1st Lt. Thomas J. Brady, copilot S/Sgt. Joseph G. 0'Comnmell, bt
1st Lc. Ivan E. Glaze, navigacor S§/Sgt. Albert C. Schaeffler, t
1st Le. Myron J. Dmochowski, bomb S/Sgt. John J. Cemborski, lw
§/Sgt. Charles A. Nichols, radio $/Sgt. Warren W. Cole, tail

2nd Lt. Charles L. Stevenson, navigator for Lt. Smith, was KIA.
Capt. Stanley Silverstein finished his 25th today.

E/A score for the day:
Destroyed Probable Damaged Yo Claio
Sgt. Charles L. Hum, tg X
Sge. Albert J. Doine, tg X
S/Sgt. Clincon E. Sayder, lw X
1st Lt. Donald W. Baltzer, B X
§/Sgt. Ralph N. M{ltom, bt X
Sgt. Cecil L. Hopkins, g . . X
T/Sget. Calvin G. Garrison, ro X
1st Lc. Stanley N. Buck, cg X
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Izt Lt. Louis Rodripuez, M X
5/5gt. Clinron E. Sowder, 1w ¥
Sgt. Raymend J. Kriscoff, be X
S/Sge. Paul R. Ward, eng X
4 i 5 1
13 SOUADEOH FPARTY - This mission required very liccle briefing and ne

operational plans. The Eager Beavers, having long ago perfected in-
fallible navigational aids, including SOP on blind staggering from
taxi stations to the ser dowvn, successfully gave cheir all te com
plete the run top-side-up. Highlighrs of che evening were the pre-
sencaction of the floor show by MC, Herschel Ezell, and the capdle-
ssoking of the ceilinmg by Col. George L. Robimson, celebracing che
L100th combar mission completed by the 306ch Group—I1l January 1944
to Halberscade, Germany. Hinute details of che party are not avail-
able, but everyone appeared to escape serious damage except for a
few pieces of furniture, vhich seemed to have disincegraced from
unknown causes. It has since been proposed that ne further squadron
parties be given unleas officers eacing in A Mess would be willing
to chance having meals served in the yard. "I don't gec ic!" The
usual pep and morale Inscilling songs vere rendered aleng with
"Salomi"™ giving a lictle Bricish coloring.

14 PAS DE CALAIS - Hine a/e of chis squadron piloted by Lecs. John M.
Kelly, Thomas W. Symons I1I, Johm Gassler, Carl N. Grending, Joseph
Gay, Philip Fleld, Bussell Lund, Walcer Kelle and William Reeder
cook of f and bombed today's target. Targets in this area are known
alao as Crossbow and Woball, reporced ro be emplacemencs for che
go-called Hazl rocket guns to ba used in shelling Englamd, parcicu-
larly London, from across Chanoel. Returning crews describe chis
shott haul as a "plece of cake” or "milk rus”, Ho eoemy air oppos=-
ition was épcouncered and no epnésy AA fire was directed on squadron
or group. friendly supporc consisted of making a procecced corridor-
Today's cargec, Mo. 94, has been apcly described by Maj. John Bairns-
father, Group 5-2, as the "Andy Gump", noting a striking resemblance
in shape to the head of the famous cartoon chardcter. Haj. Johm M.
Regan, J6Bch C.0.,; pointed out the highlighrs of che sissien and laid
gpeclal emphasis on the bowmbing formacion, which was done by squad=
rond, a4 departure from the usual procedure. The 36Bth made chree
runs over cthe MPI in order to get good bowmbing resules. All repores
ipdicace a successful mission without damage Eo alc or crev members.

l1se Lr. Herschel F. Ezell chalked up "25" today, also, T/Sgc. Roberr
L. Long.

0 Maj. John M. Regan, squadron commander, was promoted to Le.Col. ef-
fective 1& January. It is well deserved in recognicion of hisz able
leadership and many congratularions were forthcoming, finally ending
up with a "sweep” ro Luron and a voice hardly above a whisper. Hay
che colonel's fucture be cqually successful and enjovable.
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PAS DE CALAIS - The 306ch was called upon to furnish two striking
forces, A and B, composed of two squadrons of nine af/c each to
bomb specified targets on the “rocket coast". The 368th supplied
thirteen a/c, of which four were assigned to Force A and the re-
mainder to B. Maj. Maurice Salada, 423rd operations officer, and
Lt. Col. Robert C. Williams, Group operations officer, were leader:
of A and B, respectively. Lts. Oleron Linn, Robert Ehrler, Floyd
Brunn, John Gassler, Gilbert Roeder, Carl Grending, Charles W.
Smith, Philip Field, Thomas W. Symons III, Walter Keilt and Russel]
Lund made the trip, which turmed out to be a dry run. No bombs were
dropped. Targecs wvere identified, but due to cloud formations per-
sisting around, target vision for 2 bomb run was not possible. Sev-
eral runs which vere made over the target in an effort to drop came
to naught. So intent to find an opening, Maj. Salada made a second
trip back to the target area after having come out in the Channel,
and this is no area in which to joy ride. Lts. Linn, Brunn, Gassler
and Smith were in this Force. After failing to gecr a satisfacrory
bomb rum all a/c returned to base. Lt. Reeder failed to take off
because of a starter malfunction. Lt. Raymond L. Tripp returned
early before having joined the formacion when he lost No. 2 engine
with a burst piston head. Fighter support was perfect and flak only
meager. No e/a oppesition. No rums, no hits, no errors!

S/Sgt. Lyan W. Northcoctt finished the long hard trail of 25 today.
Lt. Lc. Richard L. Moore appointed squadron physical training offic

lst Lt. Oleron S. Linn appointed D Flight commander. T/Sgt. Robert
L. Long commissioned 2nd Lt. Good show and congratulactions.

FRANKFURT (recalled) - The 368th supplied 13 a/c for today's missior
and flew two squadrons in the 306th B Group. Capt. William Karz
headed the lead squadron, including Lts. Philip Field, Albert Rehn,
Carl Grending, Floyd Brunn, Walter Keilt and J. Bruce McMahon. The
low squadron wvas composed of Lt. John M. Kelly, leading, and Lts.
Robert Ehrler, Thomas W. Symons III, Gilbert Roeder, William Reeder
and F/0 James Ray Coleman. Lt. Brunn recurned early with No. 4 en-
gine out. Lt. McMahon returned after, first delayed at takeoff by
changing a/c, and then missing group rendezvous and losing No. 4
engine. Considerable difficulty was experienced at assembly due to
lov clouds and an attempt to climb through the overcast in formacion
failed, so that wing formations really never did get together. Crews
described this part of the mission as very rugged wich planes every-
wvhere. Weather clogsing in at bases caused the recall. The Group turm

_ed back at 51°930'N-02030'E, at 1025 at 23000 feet.

Lt. Raymond L. Tripp and Lt. Ira L. Gordon promoted to lst Lts, ef-
fective 20 Jaauary.

The highlight of the day was the recturn of T/Sgt. William L. Utley
from an extended trip to Stuccgarc, Germany, 6 Sep 43. He is the
sixth member of Lt. Weslev D. Peterson's crew to come back the hard
way. It's great to have him back.
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2nd Lts. Robert F. Proctor, Robert H. Ehrler, Howard Harmston,
Robert G. Jobe, Walter Keilt, Thomas W. Symons III, Gilbert C.
Tatman and John R. Wempe promoted to lst Lts, as of 23 January.

2nd Lts. Mictchell Antoon, Floyd Brunn, Frank I. Endres, Kenneth
M. Farrer, Charles Fontane, Marcin McCarthy, William Reeder,
Gilbert Roeder, Clinton Swan and Franz Ed Tingler promoted to
1lst Lts, effective 20 January. ’

FRANKFURT - Continuing the increased tempo of activicty, the
squadron supplied 13 a/c for this migssion, and flew as lead and
low squadrons of low group, 40th B CBW. Capt. William Katz headed
up the lead squadron, along with Lts. Russell Lund, Albert Rehn,
John Gassler, Raymond L. Tripp, Robert Ehrler and Robert Gerald.
Low squadron was led by Lt. John M. Kelly, followed by Lts. Charles
W. Smich, Thomas W. Symons III, Philip Field, William Reeder and
Floyd Brunn. Brunn returned early after having reached the vicin-
ity of Liege when #4 supercharger failed. Bombs were releaed on
PFF planes with good concentration, but strikes were unobtainable
due to 10/10ths undercast. Flak varied from meagre to moderate and
fairly accurate. The ship piloted by Lt. Gassler received severe
damage to its vertical fin and rudder by .50 cal fire. Lc. Rehn's
plane also received severe damage from flak which hit the right
outer wing. Several others received slight damage from flak and
empty shell cases. During the gap between escort just before bombs
away, and again about 15 minutes after the carget, enemy fighters
attacked with rockets and machine gun fire. The squadron led the
score today with four of the five destroyed, one probable and one
damaged. Sgt. Albert J. Doine, Sgt. David Burger, Sgt. Oakland V,
Bitcikofer and S/Sgt. Benjamin B. Ferns were credited with e/a
destroyed. Sgt. Julius C. Parrish had a probable, and Sgt. Bitti-
kofer was also credited with a damaged.

Capt. Maynard D. Dix chalked up his 25ch, and the entire squadron
regrets the loss of its No. 1 navigator and master of ceremonies,
"Dixie".

It's Purple Heart medals again for Sgts. Harvey E. Easterly, Jack
E. Crumbley, Alphonse V. Leri and Hurl N. Millikin, who were seri-
ously wounded im action today.

BRUNSWICK - Ten a/c of the squadron took off for today's mission
and flew as high group in the 40ch B CBW. Lts. John M. Kelly, Char-
les W. Smith, Raymond L. Tripp, Carl N. Grending, VWilliam Reeder,
Floyd Brunn and John Gassler flew as the high squadron. Bombing

was done on PFF flares through 10/10ths clouds and was considerably
hampered by one of the worst contrail conditions yet experienced.
Visibility at target was so poor, a/c were not able to hold forma-
tions. Considerable "sweating out" took place. Flak was meagre and
inaccurate. Fighter support was good and there was very little E/A
activicy. All a/c returned safely.
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31 Although the squadron participated in nine missions, one of

which was recalled, this monch many briefings were held and

scrubbed when adverse and severe weather conditions prohibited
accivicy.

Missions were briefed on the following targets and scrubbed:

3 Jan Leverkusen

15 Gotha

18 Frankfurtc

19 Crogssbow-NW France

20 Crossbow

26 Crossbow
Frankfurc

31 Frankfurc
Ludwigshafen

With the driving impetus of the new USSTAF under Genmerals
Toohey Spaatz and James Doolittle, even greater action is
anticipated during the coming months.
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i 2nd Les. Rene Fix, John W. James, Jr., and Alden Mavnes pro- |
moted to lst Lts. and S/Sgts. Lester F. Carter, Warren W. Cole, |
. James R. Borchers, Jay L. Hurley, Richard L. Kohler, Paul R. s

Ward and Robert O. Woodruff to T/Sgts.

il

3 WILEELMSHAVEN - Eleven Eager Beaver crews made up the major part
of the 306th's lead group today, forming the entire low squadron
and the major part of the high squadron. Our crews found the mis-
sion routine, with bombing on PFF, no E/A and no damage to any of
our planes. Results of the attack could not be seen through the
undercast. Lts. Russell Lund, Floyd Brunn, Walter Keilt, Oleron
Linn, Robert Ehrler, John Gassler, William Reeder, John M. Kelly,
Raymond L. Tripp, Charles W. Smith and Thomas W. Symons III and
their crews made the ctrip. ;

3

4 FRANKFURT - For another day to an old target the squadron puc 10
planes in the air, with Capt. William Nally leading the Low Group,
followed by Lts. Robert Ehrler, Oleron Linn, John Gassler, Floyd
Brunn, Walter Keilt and William Reeder in the lead squadron, and
Lt. Joseph Gay, Raymond L. Tripp and Thomas W. Symons III forming
the second element of the high squadron. It was PFF again. Lots of
flak in the sky but only two of our planes caught any, and thac
not serious. Unable to find the 40th CBW at rendezvous, Capt. Nally 'T
and his alert lead team made the most of any other combat wings |
they could pick up on the way and brought everyone home safely.

— 3

—3

5 CHATEAUDUN - Today's effort was a completely satisfactory one. Not
only could our seven crews bomb the target visually for a change,
but they could also see their bombs blanket the buildings at the
north corner of the airfield, our exact aiming point. Here was a ﬂ1

-3

direct answer to Goering's boys that had taken to bombing London

again, for this was the very airfield on which many of them were

based for their raids. Lc. Philip Field led our formation flying

high squadron, followed by Lts. Charles W. Smith, Floyd Brunnm,

John Gassler, Thomas W. Symons III, William Reeder and Walter Keilc,

and had no trouble with fighters. We did intercept some rather neat-

ly laid flak at the target. Lt. Gassler's plane got the biggest share ™
of it but no one was hurct. ?

6 T/Sgt. William Utley, our sixth man back from France from Lt. Wes=~
ley Peterson's crew, went home.

NANCY - The 368th led the low group in a wide sweep over France, in
which malfunction of cthe PFF and heavy clouds made bombing impos-
sible, and all came home without incidenc. ™

8 FRANKFURT - The squadron supplied a plane, but took no other part
in another PFF actack on this target. Our plane, #406, was flown -
by a 369th crew.

10 S/Sgts. Emory G. Miller, Reese E. ?Hillips. Oscar V. Ellison. Jonn
W. Taylor, Stanliev 0. Lesnieski, Henry J. Larwig, David 0. lills e

sl
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and George J. Allen were promoted to T/Sgrs.

FRANKFURT - Again, the Group went over the same targec, with
the Beavers taking part this time. Lts. John M. Kelly,.Alberc
Rehn, Raymond L. Tripp, Joseph Gay, Gilbert Roeder, Robert Ehr-
ler and James Ray Coleman and their crews flew the route over
overcast and bombed an unidentified town in the Ruhr when PFF
failed co find the primary.

LEIPZIG - When the curtain rolled up on the briefing map early
this morning our crews could see at a glance that an ambitious
operaction was in prospect. And it soon became clear that not
only our primary, 80 odd miles south of Berlin, but also that
the erfort of the entire Bomber Command was aimed atr leading
aircrafc faccories all over Northern Germany.

Here was the beginning of our great plan to drive German planes
out of the sky. First to crush her factories——. Our own Eager
Beavers had their splended share in the visual attack on the
Erla ME 109 factory, and the sacisfaction of causing a great,
black cloud to rise out of the assembly plant. In fact, no more
satisfactory target could be imagined for a bomber crew than an
ME 109 factory. Aside from that, the Beavers led the Group on
this day. Lts. J. Bruce McMahon and Russell Lund were in the lead
plane’s cockpit with Lts. Albert Stilwell and Daniel Logan in the
nose to complete the lead team. Our other crews vere piloted by
Lts. Gilbert Roeder, Oleron Linn, John Gassler, Thomas W. Symons
III, Walter Keilt and James Ray Coleman in the lead squadron. Lt.
John M. Kelly led the high squadron, following by Lts. Floyd
Brunn, Raymond L. Tripp and William Reeder.

From Magdeburg to the target, our crews found a "channel” in che
clouds chrough which they could see the ground and do dead reckon-
ing navigation to the targec. Over Leipzig they saw smoke from the
RAF's work of the night before. All came home safely, assisted by
the biggest fighter escort yet put up.

HOPSTEN (LIPPSTADT) - The day after the great attack on A/C fac~
tories, clouds prevented our crews getting to the primary, and an
airfield at Hopsten was bombed instead. Lts. John Gassler, Gilberc
Roeder, Carl R. Thompson, William Reeder, Robert Ehrler, Charles W.
Smith and Robert Gerald made up the high squadrom.

BERNBERG - The Beavers today had the biggest battle on their hands
since Halberstadt. They mde the most of it. The big airfield's
hangars were decisively hit, and so were some E/A that tried to
stop our crews. As if this vasn't enough, the bactle home forced
the formations up over severe flak in the Ruhr and Holland. In this
struggle, Lt. Thomas W. Symons III was knocked out of the hole pos-
icion, though no ome is certain just how he and his crew made out
after chat. Capt. William N3ally led the low Group, followed by Lcs.
Walter Keilt, Oleron Linn, William Reeder, Floyd Brunn and Symons.
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*With Lt. John Gassler leading, Lts. Robert Ehrler, Raymond L.
Tripp and Charles W. Smith flew in the high squadron. T/Sgt.
Emory G. Miller and S/Sgts. Paul J. Pratt both destroyed ME 10Ys
during the violent attack en route to the target. F/U George W.
Tapper set fire to an FW 190 (probable) and S/Sgt. James D. Ad-
kins, T/Sgt. Joseph F. Dunten, T/ Sgt. Anthony S Cieri, and Sgt.
David W. Johns all damaged single engined fighters. Lt. Gilbert
Roeder and crew had a particularly lively trip back home on the
deck with two engines running and 70-odd flak holes in the ship.
The missing crew was:

3

3

3

Lt. Thomas W. Symons III T/Sgt. Robert L. Woodruff i
lst Lt. John R. Wempe S/sgt. Juiius G. Parrish '
lst Lt. Robert C. Jobe S/sgt. Joseph P. Fiddes
1st Lt. Robert F. Proctor 5/Sgt. Hayden M. Collier
1/Sgt. Oscar W. Ellison S/Sgt. Albert J. Doine

23 2nd Lt. Ray C. McDaniel promoted to lst Lt., as of 13 February.

24 SCHWEINFURT - The campaign on a grand scale continues.Again the
objective is one to put out crews "on the ball." For these Schwein-
furt bearings are the ones that made the German war machine roll
and that gets its fighters into the air. Great was the squadron's
responsibility today, for our crews were assigned the job of
leading the entire mission to this foremost of all enemy targets. "
Thirty-odd ME 10Ys hit head on, and relentlessly, after the Group ]
had passed Linden, in an effort to crack the leadership. Though
both high and low squadron leaders were knocked out, the Group kept =
on, with the Beavers leading, never deviating from the exact brief- rl
ed course. In the combat, S/Sgt. Philip D. Vaught, ball turret in
363 set fire to an ME 109 which attacked close underneath. Yells
of "you got him" came over the interphone from the tail gunner, who
saw the E/A go down in flames. One of our old squadron pilots, Lt.
Col. William S. Raper, flew our lead plane with Lt. Carl R. Grend-
ing, while Maj. James S. Cheney, group navigator, and our Lt. Dan-
iel Logan, did the honors in the nose. Lts. John Gassler, Charles W.
Smith, William Reeder and Raymond Tripp and their crews followed.
The boys made a second run over Schweinfurt, of all places, so de=- —

termined were they to hit the target, and picked up lots of flak in this maneuver.
However, all came home safely.

25 AUGSBURG - The relentless seeking out of Hitler's pet air factories -
continues. This time it is his leading ME 410 plant, and again it |
is "way the hell down South" Germany. The attack is faultless. A
huge cloud rises jet black against the snow covered airfield as the

.

assembly plants were shattered. Today the 368th made a great sacri-

fice to do it, and it can be very proud of the results of the raid.

Flying low squadron, our crews are set upon by ME 10Ys out of the i

sun, right after being dragged through the Saarbrucken flak. It is mj

a clever move by enemy fighters. Lt. James Ray Coleman and his crew !
are knocked out of the No. 2 position, second element, high squadron. Lt. Joseph

Gay and Lt. Charles Bayless are then forced out of the low. )
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Many chutes are reported out of all three a/c. Lts. Phiiip Field,
Gilbert Roeder and Charles W. Smith were left to carry on with
the Group. There was great relief when P-38s pulled up along side
about 1330 hours. The missing crews are:

1st. Lt. Charles M. Bayless T/sgt. George W. Wallace
1st. Lt. Clarence J. Crowl S/Sgt. William E. Vought
1lst. Lt. Michael Kalish S/sgt. Carl E. Hudson
2nd Lt. James H. Laughlin S/sgt. Kenneth E. Willey
S/Sgt. Raymond J. Manski S/sgt. William C. Christian
F/0 James Ray Coleman T/Sgt. Rex L. Hayes

1st Lt. Oscar B. Bourn S/Sgt. Philip D. Vaught
1st Lt. Louis Rodriguez S/Sgt. James E. Buckley
S/Sgt. Clinton C. Snyder S/Sgt. William Wiersma
T/Sgt. Calvin G. Garrison S/Sgt. Fred T. Organ

1st Lt. Joseph M. Gay T/Sgt. Paul F. Hughes
2nd L. Ira L. Gordon S/Sgt. Louis Brofford
ist Lt. Daniel McCauley S/Sgt. Stephen J. Krisko
1st Lt. Howard L. Harmston S/sgt. George E. Lilja
T/Sgt. Eric G. Danielson S/Sgt. Bernard J. Nitti

1st Lt. J. Bruce McMahon promoted to captain, and Znd Lts. Shelby
L. Tanner and Dewey O. Jones, promoted to lst Lts.

CROSSBOW — To wind up the month with a breather after the long
hauls over Germany, the Eager Beavers sent seven crews across the
Channael to hit a special target. Clouds prevented accurate bombing.
Lt. John Gassler led the high squadron, followed by Lts. William
Reeder, Robert Gerald, Oleron Linn, Albert Rehn, Floyd Brunn and
Walter Keilt. All were pleased to cut another notch in their mis-
sion numbers.

Three of our members knocked off their 25th missions this month: Capt.
William Katz picked the sweep over France & February for his last;

Lt. Saxe Mowers chose one of the toughest of the month, to Bernburg,
and $/Sgt. John C. Lotti finished on the "Crossbow".
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£ FRANEFURT — Seven-a/c plloted by Lts. John M. Kelly, Floyd Brumn,
Charles W. Smith, Witliam Reeder, Albert Behn, FRobert Cerald and
Kaymond L. Tripp were assigned to [y hiph squadron of the Ledad
group, 40th CBW. Three returned early: Lts. Reeder, Smith and
Gerald all had engine trouble. However, the remaining afe com-
Cinued to the tarpget and bombed on PFF markings through LU/ 1Uths
clouds. Twenty minutes after bombs away a lacge columm of black
smoke was seen breaking through anr rising above the overast in
the target area. Later reconnalssance showed strikes in the dock
area cast of the town, no fighter attacks were made by EfA and
flak was very inaccurate, probably due to the use of Chaff,

Lst Lt.-Uleron Linn was promoted to captain,; effective 23 Feb.
8/8gt. Benjamin B. Ferns promoted to T/Sgt. Sgts. Wallace Ben-

ningfield, Jessie T. Lanningham, Chester J. Predko, Halph A. Sanchez, Eli Gold-
barst, Stuart M. Powell and Edward L. Bobinson, Jr., promoted to
Bl8rLs.

3 Berlin — When the curtain went up at briefing today exclamations

and shouts went up for the time had finally arrived to bomb “Big
B" in daylight. Howewver, as belore, weather prohibited theas-—
gault after the formation had reached the German c¢east northeast
of Friedrichsburg, which i at the mouth of the Elbe River. Sus-—

ceeding layers of wery heavy contrails and cloud formations forced CEW to over
27,000 Teet dinatead of the briefed 20,000 feet. The CBW leader
elected to return to base with all bombs. Capt. William Nally and
Lta. Larl Grending, Charles W. Smith, Eaymond L. Tripp, Albert Behn
and Walter Kielt flew in the lead squadron, low group, 40th CBW.
Lts. William Heeder, leading, and Floyd Brunn flew in the low squadron,
high group, 4SUcth CEW. Lts. Smith and Tripp returned early because of
engine malfunctions. Shertly after ‘cturning back over the Horth Sea,
Lt. Grending jettisonned hils bombs when engine trouble and 8 runaway
prop developed. There were no fighter attacks and only inaccurate
flak was encountered at Hellgoland.

ki BERLIN = Eight afc of the squadron took off in ancther of several

Atbempbs Lo reach the German capital. The weather being somewhat the
same as the day before prevented the completion of the mission. Heawy
contrails, 1 10ths undercast to 8,000 Eeet and an overcast starting
at 18,000 feet to 22,000 Feet cauzse the turn back to home. Lt.Col.
John M. Regan with Lts. Oleron Linn, Charles W. Smith, William Reeder,

Walter KEeilt, Albert Eebn and Floyd Brunn. were leading the 40th CBW, lesd sguadronm of
the 406th Group. Lt. Gilbert Hoeder Flew in the High squadron. No bombs
were dropped and no E/A opposiclion was encountered.

lst Lt. Robert Klawuhn was telieved [rtom duty ond transferred azs a
patient to the lst General Hospital.

& BERLIN = kipht of the squadron afc took off in the third attempt tp
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WHCH {(con'c) reach che hearc of che Nazl wvar machine, Berlin. Weacther had
prevenced success on [WO previcus occasions, buc today neither
flak, fighters nor the wveather scopped cha enslaught of the -
group which dropped Lts bosbs on Berlin, squarely on the eastern
filde of the cicy in cthe Kopenick and Llchlinhqtz diserices. Les.
Fhilip Fleld, leading, Albert Rehn, Gilbert Roeder, Willias Reed-
er, Robert Ehrler, Walter Keilr and Raymond L. Tripp were assigned
to che high squadren, high group, &40ch A CBU. Le. Ehrler re-
turned early from Cromer when #1 engine failed. Shorcly afcer pas=
#ing Dummer Lake on che way in Le. Fleld's a/ec was hic by Flak,
knocking out the /2 engine and about six feer of wing tip. Le.
Roeder cook Che lesd squadron over the targec. Le. Charles W,
Smith, flying wich the lowv squadron over the target, had creuble
and landed safely in Sweden wich all crew members. Those intermed: ™

lsc Le. Charles W. Saich T/Sge. Vieror R. Marcotce

lac L. Merla P. Browm 5/5gc. Thomas E. Stillson

lse Lc. Stanley Buck S/Sgt. Donald 5. Courson -
lac Le. Hermam F. Allen 5/5ge. RE. B. Trumble

T/5gc. Carl A. Heuser 5gt. Joseph R. Paul

Hinecy-odd EfA weres seen, but only three or four made ao atcempc

to attack, a3 friendly escorc was described by crev members as
"wonderful”. Flak wvas space¥ along the route wicth intense predicced
concentrations at Berlin. Thusly, Berlin gor ics firac visic from
the Eager Beavers, vho spent eight 2ad one-half hours alefc. =

L1

8 BERLIN - Seven afe of the Jé8th cook off in the concerted efforc to
smash cargets ac Berlio and to make the second crip in chree days®
cise. Lc. Johan M. Eelly leading, Lés. Gilbert Roeder, Walcter Eeilc, ™
John Gassler, Raymond L. Tripp., Roberc Ehrler and Willian Reeder
flev low squadron of che Group. Li. Reedar turned back ac 52937H-
04937E, wvith fncernal engine crouble. LE. Kelly turned back ac
§2030"H x 06920°E with a leak in his oxygen sysces. Howvever, he wvas
able to bomb Meppen successfully en route home. As & vhole, bombing
was good and litcle opposicion was encountered from fighters or flal

Joining the squadron today were Ind Lts. Johsn W. Curtis, Willfaa G. ~
Mirchell, Jr., William L. Cullen and Paul A. Carscem; 5/Sgt. Charles
E. Lane: Sgts. Daniel V. Coolman, Joseph R. Trigaoi, George Y. Wor-
thaz and George R. Morley, and Pfc Francis J. 0'Briem. -

9 BERLIN = This 15 che cthird trip to Berlia ia four days aod the squi-
dron assigmed seven afe, pilored by Lts. John Gassler, Walter Keilc,
Robert Ehrler, Gilberc Roeder, Floyd Brumn, Willlam Reeder and Ray- =
mond L. Tripp. The encire codrse on the continenc was covered vich
10/10chs clouds and bombing was by PFF. Mo enemy fighters vere seen.
AA fire ac che cargec vas withheld uncil che lead CBW had dropped
its bombs, possibly so as noc te revesl cicy's positlon. Rowever,
shorely aftervards a most intense barrage was chrown up behind our
formarion. Only slighc damage was received by our squadrom, with
later reports showing chac our bombing was good. —

lsc Le., James E. MeClung promoced te captalm, effsctive | March.
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Capt. William Nally and lst Lt. Robert Gerald left for the 12th
RCD and home, after having completed their tours of duty.

2nd Lts. William M. Nash, Weldon B. Frantz, Peter G. Kenny and
Charles F. Hill; S/Sgts. Pichard L. Perkins and James K. Prouc;
Sgts. Rudolph W. Phillips and Wade E. McRary and Pvt. Eugene C.
Engberg joined the squadron.

GESSERTSHAUSEN - Located six miles southwest of Augsburg, this
town was bombed on PFF. 10/10ths cloud cover over the target made
results impossible to determine. Capt. Oleron Linn and Lts. Rich-
ard B. Thompson, John Gassler, Robert Ehrler, William Reeder and
Floyd Brunn flew lead squadron with the lead group, 40th A CBW,

of which Lt. Col. John L. Lamberct, 423rd C.0., was wing commander.
Lts. Raymond L. Tripp and Albert Rehn, flying in low squadron of
the low group, returned to base with the entire squadron when the
leader lost formacion in the climb through clouds over Poddington.
However, they had gone 40 miles into enemy territory before turning
back, after seeing it impossible to catch up with the formation,
and it isn't exacrly sane to go deep into Germany with only five
a/c these days. Lt. Robert Ehrler returned early with #2 prop run-
ning awvay.

2nd L. Guillermo A. Perez promoted to 1lst Lt., effective B March.

LECEFELD - Nine a/c took off to bomb the air field ac Lechfeld.

Lt. Col. John M. Regan, 368th C.0., was leading the 40th B CBW and
Capt. J. Bruce McMahon led the low group, along with Lts. John M.
Kelly, Richard B. Thompson, William Reeder, Floyd Brumn, Robert
Ehrler and Raymond L. Tripp. Lt. Albert Rehn filled in the hole of
the low squadron. There were no attacks by E/A and AA fire at the tar-
get was slight but accurate tracking. A heavy haze over the con-
tinent, which thickened at altitude, caused the formation to fly and
bomb below its briefed altitude. Bombing was very good as confirmed
by strike photos. All a/c returned safely, although Lets. Tripp and
Ehrler received serious flak damage.

Joining the squadron were 2nd Lts. Fred A. Puckect, Jr., and Law-
rence F. Christofori; T/Sgt. John Bazy; S/Sgt. David L. Stoddard
and Donald F. Frye, and Sgts. Frank A. Pfeifer, Charlie C. Williams,
Jr., and Robert F. Emery.

FRANKFURT - Extremely heavy clouds and contrails made both assembly
and navigation over the continent very difficulc. Assembly vas made
on Poddington at 6,000 feet, above the briefed altitude to escape a
cloud layer. Over France clouds reached 29,000 feet and extended into
Germany. Formation being unable to climb, turmed back near Luxem-
bourg. Added to these difficulties, PFF and oractically all naviga-
tional aids on Pathfinder a/c were found to be out of service. Seven
a/c were supplied for the low squadron of the 306th Group, which was
leading the 40th CBW. Lts. William Reeder, leading, John Coughlin,
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Carl R. Thompson, Raymond L. Tripp, Albert Rehn, Floyd Bruan

and Walter Keilt scarted the mission. Lt. Tripp cook off in a/e
363, but returned shortly afcer with one engine ouct. Changing t
#776, he sctarced again, and failing to find the formacionsinsth:
clouds, returned to base. Lt. Brunn turned back when he was unable
to locate the formation in heavy clouds. No E/A vere seen and AA
fire vas moderately accurate tracking along the route severely
damaging a/c of Lts. Coughlin, Thompson and Keilc.

1st Les. Philip Field, Guillermo Perez, Burton C. G
Charles W. Leake transferred to the 305th BG. ustafson and

Capt. Oleron Linn and lst Lt. John Gassler, having finished their
combat tours, departed for home today.

BERLIN - Cloud cover of 9/10ths intensity, topped at about 15,000
ft., made impossible the visual bombing of the primary targec,
Oranienburg airdrome and A/C assembly plant, a fev miles NW of
Berlin. Bomb run was made on the secondary, Friedrichstrasse Sta-
tion, north central Berlin. Bombing was PFF, and good. A fighter
pilot wvho went below the clouds reported bursts all over the tar-
get area. The J06th flew as lead and low groups in the 40th CBW,
wvhich led the First Bomb Division right over the center of Berlin.
This squadron sent along seven a/c, flying high the lead group,
with Lts. John M. Kellv. leadinz. John Coughlin, Alberc Rehn,

Carl R. Thompson, Walter Keilt, William 0. Reeder, and Maj. Joha S.
Chalfant. Again, the Luftwaffe failed to show up. However, both
barrage and tracking AA fire was very intense in the target area
and damaged 25 Group a/c, 14 seriously. Accurate tracking AA fire
wvas encouncered also at Dummer Lake, Vechta and Quakenbruck. Ex-
perienced crews reporc flak was the most intense yet encouncered.
Leaflets were dropped telling the Nazis of much news ordinarily
denied cthem of the fifth trip by USAAF to Berlin. Lt. Coughlin re-
turned alone when he couldn't keep his bomb bay doors closed. Just
after bombs away Lt. Reeder's ship was hit by flak. The controls to
the #4 engine were shot out and he lost it completely. No. 3 was
damaged and had a runaway prop, which he controlled with the throtc-
tle, which by necessity, ran so slowly that no powver was available.
No. 2 engine also was hit and leaking oil. Only the No. l engine
seemed to be carrying the load. Lt. Reeder went from the high to the
low group in an attempt to hold on, but was unable to keep up with
the formation.

Alone and gradually losing altictude, Lt. Reeder sctarted the long

haul home with his badly crippled plane. After trimming his ship,

the powerless right wing tipped upward about 30 degrees and this is
the way he came home from Berlin. No E/A were encountered, but at
Hannover he ran into flak which he avoided by making as violent eva-
sive action as the plane would endure. Continually losing alcitude,
Lt. Reeder crossed the Zulder Zee on the deck and hedgehopped the
strip of land to the North Sea. As he crossed Holland, near I[jmuiden,
flying ac that crazy angle and ‘about 100 ft. elevation, several Ducct
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MECH (con't) pecple waved and cheered he and his crew Co cthrow out &very piece
of equipment possible except guns and asmmunicion. So out came flak
suics, ecc., and in the excitement one member threw avay his para-
churte while ancther threw out the emergency dinmghy radio. Eveérvone
wancted to make chat old ship as lighc as possible, for it could
hradly keep an airspesed of 115 to 120, and that's justc a liccle slow
to keep a “Fort" airbornme with safecy.

Earlier, in the vicinicy of Hannover, Lt. Reeder ctold his crev che
sicvarion and asked vhether they wanted to bail out, crash land, or
try to make ic home. Ho one felt he could ctell as well as che piloc
what ought to be done, so chey lefc ic up to him. He then elected

o "Hake England, or Bustc". Distress signals vere sent ouc apnd ans=
wers vers received. Alr-sea rescue vas set in mid Chaonel. Fighcer
escort also arrived to check on them. Reeder's ship crossed che
Channel at 300 feet, and chey landed at the first airdrome they saw--
Leescon.

As Reeder brought his afc in to land the No. 4 engine was our, No. )
wvindmilling, No. 2 smoking and only 20 1lbs of oil pressure, and No. |
was working hard. Lt. Reeder says to baby those engines and chey will
do a lot for you when you need it mosc. The hydrualic system was shot
out and no brakes. In landing on a fighrer fiald vithout someching to
slov thes dowvn, the afc wvenr off che end of the rumsay, knocking over
a shed or two, and finally coming to stop with no one of cthe crew in-
jured. They vere a happy buoch of men.

1st L. William D. Reeder, piloc S/Sge. Michael J. Harbud, eng
lsc Le. Alden D. Haynes, copiloc S/Sge. David Burger, ball

F/O Marcil W. Brage, navigacor S/Sge. William R. Bascain, Cg
lst Le. Charles Foncane, bombardier 5/5gt. Thomas A. Donlon, | w

T/5gt. Robere W. Cole, radioc S/8ge. Charles 0. Wilson, v

Lt. Reader commended the actlons apd fortitude of every crev member
during this trip and especially the fine job of navigation by F/O
Brage, who kept them on course despite the wild, evasive tactics inm
avolding flak. §/Sgt. Charles 0. Wilson silenced a few deadlv AA guns
in Holland vhile flying ac lov level. The log showed che following al-
citudes: Berlin 25,000; Hannover 7,000; Zuider Zee 4,000; Ductch Coast
100, and English Channel 2-300 feec. Lc. Reeder is also chankful for
the P-47 piloc, vho had 12 crosses on the eagine cowling, for che
close escort wvest of Hanoover. Meedless to say the Forc was riddled
by flak and had one six=inch hole in the fuselage at che ctop of che
bomb bay. This shell must have come through while bomb bay doors were
open over the carget.

T/Sget. Paul Wenrich “ounded in accion and sent to 4%ch Sta. Hospical.

23 HAMM - Seven afc were dispatched to fly as lead squadron of the
306th Group, vhich flew high group eof the &4Oth CBW composite. The
primary carget was the airfiecld and vorks at Cutersloh, but oa arriv-
ing found complete cvercasc, so the T/0 at Hasm was struck. Bombing
was excellent with incendiaries falling in the center of town. Fhotos



3 3

—3 =y 3

—~3

g —3 ~—F —3 “3 9

Squadron Diary

61

368ch 30MBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)

1944

M ARCH (con't)

2

25

26

27

show that a previous group had dropped a cluster of HE bombs on
the bottle neck of the Hamm marshalling yard, a bridge over the
canal at the northern end of the yards. For a long time it was a
standing joke among the RAF that whenever they took off they were
going to bomb the M/Y at Hamm. In 1941 the RAF did actempt to hit
the yards time and time again, without success. No matter whether
ic was luck or damn good bombing the yards did get a hell of a
pasting and our incendiaries set the town on fire. Capt. J. Bruce
McMahon led the group, and Lts. Albert Rehn, John M. Kelly, Carl
R. Thompson, Floyd Brunn and Robert Ehrler supported. Lt. Erhler
turned back over Kimbolton with No. 4 engine out. No E/A and flak
was moderate.

S/Sgt. Vincent T. Mullen promoted to T/Sgt., 22 March. T/Sgts.
Charles Bone, Ralph Elbert and Clyde C. Edwards promoted to M/Sges.,
effeccive 22 March.

FRANKFURT - The primary was briefed as Schweinfurt, but due to
weather conditions Frankfurt was bombed through 9/10ths clouds by
PFF. No enemy fighters were seen and flak was very inaccurate, with
practically no damage. Fighter escort was perfect. Bombing was good,
and its carefully esctimaced scrikes were made southwest of the cen-
ter of Old Town. The Eager Beavers were ''stood down".

T/Sgt. Paul Wenrich, wounded in action, returned from the hospital.
1st Lc. Russell Lund promoted to captain, 19 March.

AIR-SEA RESCUE - NORTH SEA - The squadron was called to search for

a dinghy at sea. This was a six-hour flighc and seven a/c parcici-
pacted. Capt. Russell Lund, and Lts. William Reeder, Walter Keilcr,
Floyd Brunn, Raymond L. Tripp, Eobert Ehrler and Gilbert Roeder flew.
Nothing was sighted and the formation returned to base.

NORTHWEST FRANCE - After an earlier mission had been scratched; che
order came through to take the milk rum across to the rocket coast
this beauciful, balmy Sunday afternoon. Six a/c, piloted by Capc.
Russell Lund, and Lts. Rene Fix, Albert Rehn, Raymond Tripp, Robert
Ehrler and Floyd Brunn flew low squadron of the 306th Group. Bombing
was by squadrons and no difficulty was experienced in locating che
target. Bombing was good and weather clear, no clouds or comtrails,
and a slight haze. AA fire was the most accurate yet experienced. Of
the 29 a/c of the Group dispatched 26 were hit, 17 severely. One man
was killed and nine wounded, six of them severely. One crew was also
lost. Those 1%8th men wounded were: lst Lc. Ray G. McDaniel, T/Sgc.
Stanley 0. Losniewski, F/O George W. Tapper, lst Lt. Kennech M. Jar-
vas and lst Lt. Michael Antoon.

LA ROCHELLE - Seven a/c piloted by Lts. Raymond Tripp, Johm Currcis,
Rene Fix, Walcer Xeilt, William Reeder, Robert Ehrler and Floyd
Brunn flew the high squadron of the 306cth to bomb the airfield,
workshops and barracks at La Rochelle. 3cmbing was excellent wich
strike photos showing direct hits on every building except one. No
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E/A were seen and our escort was perfect. One a/c is missing:

1st Lt. Rene C. Fix Sgt. Eugene C. Engberg
2nd Lt. Weldon B. Frantz Sgt. Rudolph W. Phillips
2nd Lt. Peter G. Keany Sgt. Frank A. Pfeifer
2nd Lt. Charles F. Hill Sgt. Alvin E. Nauman
S/Sgt. David L. Stoddard Sgt. Wade E. McRary

1st Lt. Carl R. Thompson and William T. Hughes, and S/Sgts. Benjamin
Mings and Roy W. Grothe, having finished their tours, departed for
home.

DIJON - One more airdrome and training field was wiped out today.
Capc. Russell Lund led the 306th Group, along with Lts. Walter Keilc,
John Coughlin, Gilbert Roeder, John Curtis, Floyd Brunn and Robert
Ehrler. Both the 40th and 4lst CBWs were briefed on this target, and
the entire area was plastered. Our photos show one of the twin fuse-
lage three—-engine glider tugs on the field, with about 30 other a/ec,
all eicher damaged or destroyed. Weather was clear, with a slight
haze. No AA fire at the target and moderate, scattered bursts along
route. No E/A were seen.

1st Lt. Jack Samway promoted to captain, 23 March.

BRUNSWICK - The Eager Beavers were stood down for today's mission
but the 306th dispatched 21 a/c. Enemy fighter actacks were terrific
during a short 88p in our fighter escort, just afcer the targect.

Three Group planes are missing. Weather was 8 to 10/10cths over the
target and bombing results were unknown.

2nd Lt. Robert E. Schmielau, navigator, joined the squadron.
T/Sgts. Ravmond E. Abernathy and Donald W. Dougan promoted to master

sergeancs. Sgt. Paul J. Pract and Merrill Immerman promoted to S/Sgcs.

LUDWIGSHAFEN - Lts. Carl Grending, leading, Robert Ehrler, John W.
Curtis, Albert Rehn, John Couglin, Walter Keilt and Raymond Tripp
flew low squadrom of the 306th Group. Weather conditions forced a
recall shortly after takeoff. Considerable "sweating out" was ex-
perienced in getting the ships down through the clouds and landing
at base. This ended the most active month of the Group, with sixceen
missions for a new high.

One other noteworthy observation is that Capt. James F. McClung,
squadron surgeon, made three ''sweeps" to Luton without aborting or
straggling. He must have taken one of his own transfusioms.
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* from which he was subsequencly returned to the u.s

Ist Lt. Kennech M. Farrar ctransferred to 49th Stacion Hospital

ment of an eye wound. - for treac-

2nd Lts. George I. DeVack, Harley C. Hutsell, Ro

- » y E - Buchanan *
and Dennis Toth; S/Sgts. Robert W. Church and Haskele Arescio;
and Sgts. Francis J. Benore, Walter S. Bailey, William R. John-
ston and John P. Lightheart reported for duty.

F/O Marcel W. Brage appointed 2nd Lt., effective 24 March.

2nd Lts. Warren S. Lutz, Thomas W. Johnson, Edward P. 0'Neill
and James L. Knox; S/Sgts. Joe D. Reed and Warren J. Adams, and
Sgts. Aleck A. Lazek, Ray Y. Ward, Roy Y. Ward and Charles H.
Lux reported for duty.

RAHMEL - The 306th Group, leading 4Oth CBW, turmed back at 5333N-
0040E and 0925 hours. The Group assembly was satigsfactory, but due
to overcast assembly was made at 2,500 feet instead of 4,000 feet.
Rendezvous with other groups of CBW was never made due to instru-
ment conditions prevailing most of the time from 2,000 to over
9,000 feer. Crews report that this was one of the worst cloud con-
ditions ever experienced in attempting to assemble. Lt. Col. John
M. Regan, 368ch C.0., was air commander, leading the 40th, and this
mission was his fourth attempt to finish che lasc trip of his bril-
liant and colorful tour of duty in the ETO. He had "sweated ouc"
three previous briefings only to have them scrubbed before takeoff.
After flying around in very thick "soup" until more than 20 min-
utes late on schedule, and being unable to get visual contact with
high and low groups of the wing, Col. Regan ordered the mission
abandoned. Just before doing chis, he had contacted high group on
VHF and was informed cthat it had only eight a/c in formacion. Lts.
Grending, leading, Clinton D. Swan, Albert Rehn, John W. Curtis,
Gilbert Roeder, Robert Ehrler and William Reeder flew low squadron
of lead group. All a/c recturmed safely.

BRUSSELS/EVERE A/D - Today Lt. Col. John M. Regan makes the fifth
and successful attempt to finish his ETO tour of missions. As air
commander, he lead the 40cth CBW to an excellent bomb rumn on the
Belgian A/D, which is used as an operational base for Jerry bombers.
21 a/c of the 306th flew as lead group. Seven Eager Beavers made up
the low squadron with Lt. Carl N. Grending, leading, and John .
Curtis, Clincon D. Swan, Albert Rehn, Gilbert Roeder, Robert Ehrler
and William Reeder. On the way in 8/10ths clouds were confronted un-
til reaching Brussels, then 2/10ths clouds made possible visual
bombing. On the bomb run the lead ship's bombsight went ouc. He
ordered the deputy leader to take over, but had to make a 360° curn
for a second run. This maneuver caused the group to be the last over
the target, and on observing that the briefed aiming point was well
hit and covered with smoke, a new aiming point was selected. Photo-
graphs confirm good hits. No E/A were encountered, flak was moderace,
and all planes returned sarfely.



Squadron Diary

64

368ch BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)

1944

APRIL (con't)

11

12

13

Capt. James E. McClung assigned cto 15 days temporary duty at
the 49ch Station Hospital.

STEITIN - The squadron furnished seven a/c for this mission,
originally intended to bomb Sorau (synthetic oil plants), but
due to clouds building up over the target area visual bombing
‘was not possible, even though two runs vere made over the tar-
get area. The secondary was then elected and the formation pro-
ceeded over Frankfurt on Oder to the north where a cloud shelf
directly off target, Politz, obscured visual bombing. Stettin
being partially cloud covered, offered the next best opportunicy
and was bombed, getting good hits on the dock area, naval and
merchant shipping. Lts. William Reeder, leading, Dewey O. Jones,
Clinton D. Swan, Albert Rehn, Robert Ehrler, John Coughlin and
Gilbert Roeder were assigned. Lt. Jones returned early when #4
engine went out. Lt. Rehn turned back about 15 miles NE of Han-
nover when #3 engine was knocked out by flak. Two P-47s escorted
him most of the way to the Channel. Just east of Hannover terri-
fic fighter attacks by about 40 E/A were made on the high group
of the 40th CBW. During these attacks two 306th a/c were shot
down out of the high group. No fighter damage was received by the
368th, though flak was parcicularly accurate and practically

every a/c was hit. The 368th flew high squadron of the low group
for the 40ch.

SCHWEINFURT - The Eager Beavers led the 306ch Group and supplied
one spare. Lts. Carl N. Grending, leading, Walter Keilt, Dewey O.
Jones, Albert Rehn, John Coughlin and Robert Ehrler formed the
squadron, with Lt. Gilbert Roeder as a spare. The mission was
abandoned two hours after takeoff when some of the worst cloud
conditions experienced by the Group were encountered almost from
takeoff. Clouds of 7/10ths started at 4,000 feet and extended to
30,000 feet, and on being churned with prop wash, and with heavy
contrails these clouds caused extremely poor visibilicy and pre-
vented rendezvous of formations. At 24,000 feet along the English
coast all a/c turned back to base and spared the ball bearing plants
for another day.

Once again, an attempt to penetrate the unusual cloud formatioms
similar to those experienced on the preceding day failed. Seven a/c
of the 36Bth were assigned to the lead squadron of the 306th, which
was to fly high group, 40th CBW. Lts. Carl N. Grending, leading, and
Walter Keilt, Dewey O. Jomes, Albert Rehn, John Coughlin and Gilbert
Roeder, with Robert Ehrler as spare, took off. Being unable to ren-
dezvous all a/c returned to base an hour and a half after cakeoff.

Sgts. Daniel Cookman, Ralph A. Garmer, Melvin T. Tucker, Thomas A.
Flores, George R. Kerley, Joseph Trigani and George Y. Wortham pro-
moted to S/Sgts, effective 12 Apr.

Combat crews assigned were: -
2nd Lc. Elcon C. Rabe 2nd Lt. Donald H. Shawe
2nd Lt. Joseph A. Bishop 2nd Lz. John J. Polich
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S/Sge. Jerry Misterman
Sge. Einar E. Ottoson

2nd Lc. Charles L. Trigg

Sgt. Frederick J. Vischi
Sgt. Daniel J. Galvin

2nd Lt. George A. Weinel

2od Lt. Philip A. Tomasella 20d Lt. Richard D
S/Sgc. Frank R. Mercurio s/sge. Josaph 8. ﬁo&i:ridge

Sgt. George B. Foster
Sgt. Emmecc H. Brunette Sgt. Frank L. Arnold

Le. Col. John M. Regan, Squadron C.0., relieved from duty and
starced on way home.

Maj. Maurice V. Salada assigned from 423rd Squadron and assumed
command of 368th Squadron.

Maj. John S. Chalfanc assigned to 423rd Squadronm.

S/sgts. Madison 0. Beasley, Charles E. Lane, Michael J. Harbud,
Orville Libby and Sgt. Francis J. O'Brien promoted to T/Sgts.

2nd Lc. John W. Curtis promocted to lst Lt, effective 11 Feb.

lsc Lrts. Paul F. Paulsen and Leonard P. Blatnica; 2nd Lt. Carl A.
Johnson; T/Sgts. Travis P. Powell and Joseph J. Zarriello; and
S/Sgts. John E. Arden, Francis A. Weitzel, Richard E. Licherland
and James W. Carroll joined the squadron.

Ist Lts. John M. Kelly and Daniel A. Logan promoted to captain,
effective 12 April. 2nd Lts. Frank J. Hall, Allan J. Johnsonm and
John F. Coughlin promoted to lsc Lts., effective 12 April.

ORANIENBERG - Capt. J. Bruce McMahon leading, with Capt. Russell
Lund, Lts. Paul F. Paulsen, Robert Ehrler, Joham C. Coughlim, John
W. Curtis and Dewey 0. Jones made up the lead squadron of the 306th
Group, which flew in low position, 40th CBW. Five wings were as-
signed tc take out the A/D north of Berlin, and as this wing was
last on the target bombing was hindered by cloud cover over the
targec. Good visibility had persisted until reaching the target
area. It is believed that contrails from previous wings caused

this concentration. No E/A were encountered and flak was meager to
moderate. Fighter support was generally good.

KASSEL - Eight a/c of the 368th included Lts. Carl N. Grending lead-
ing, John M. Kelly, Ray A. McDaniel, Raymond L. Tripp, Dewey O.
Jones, and John F. Coughlin as lead squadron of the 306th Composite
Group, and Lts. Gilbert Roeder and John W. Curtis as spares. No en-
emy fighters were encountered. Photographs show bombing to have been
good. Moderate but extremely accurate flak was met in the targec
area and 19 of the 26 306th a/c were damaged. All returned safely,
although Lt. McDaniel turmed back early due to low manifold pressure.

Capt. Edgar Hallman relieved and assigned to casual pool prior to
caking control tower training.

lst. Lt. Richard L. Moore assumed ducies as adjutant.
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N.W. FRANCE - The 306ch put up 36 a/c, which were divided inco
three forces of 12 a/c each. The 36Bth flew as Force A, with Lt.
Carl N. Grending leading, and Lts. Raymond L. Tripp, Gilbert Roe-
der, Paul F. Paulsen, George T. DeVack, Robert Ehrler; low squad-
ron was led by Lt. William Reeder, with Lts. Ralph F. Clark,

John W. Curtis, Floyd Brunn and John F. Coughlin. Bombing was
very good as verified by strike photos. No E/A were seen, fighter
support was ample, and flak caused damage only to Lt. Coughlin's
a/ec.

MERSEBERG (LEUNA) - Col. George L. Robinson, Group C.0., was lead-
ing the 40th CBW today, while Capt. John M. Kelly formed the low
squadron, followed by Ltrs. Robert E. MacDowell, George T. DeVack,
Robert Ehrler, Ray C. McDaniel and Paul F. Paulsen. Lt. John W.
Curtis flew in the low squadron of the 306th Composite Group, and
Lts. William Reeder and Clinton D. Swan flew as spares. Mission
was abandoned two hours after takeoff due to weather conditioms.

HAMM - Col. George L. Robinson led the 306th and the 40th CBW again
today to the marshalling yards at Hamm. Capt. John M. Kelly led cthe
low squadron with Lts. Warren Lutz, Robert E. MacDowell, Robert Ehr-
ler, Gilbert Roeder and John W. Curtis. Lt. Curtis was hit by flak
over the target, but managed his way back and landed at Manston.

Lec. Paul F. Paulsen also flew with this squadron. Lt. John F. Cough-
lin flew as spare. Flak was moderate, but particularly accurate at
the ctargec. Photos show the target well hit with fires burning on
both sides of the tracks and across the yards.

2nd Lt. William G. Mitchell, Jr., promoted to lst Lt., as of 17 April.

Reporting for duty were 2nd Lts. Frank L. Krzyston, Donald W. Mur-
phy and Irving R. Norton; S/Sgts. Stanley B. Haas and Orville C. Hud-
dle, and Sgts. Andrew J. Roe, David T. Reese, Floriean L. Gesiriech
and James R. Johnson.

2nd Lts. Paul R. Carsten and George T. Gretton promoted to lst Lts.

OBERPFAFFTENHOFEN - Seven a/c took off and flew as high squadron, low
group, 4lst B CBW. Lt. Raymond L. Tripp led with Lts. Robert MacDow-
ell, Warren Lutz, Paul F. Paulsen, Ray C. McDaniel and John F. Cough-
lin. Lt. Dewey O. Jones flew as spare. Fighter attacks were particu-
larly heavy. At 1325 hours, north of Augsburg, crew members estima-
ted as many as 150 ME 109s started attacking in waves of four to 10
A/C. At least 16 attacks, which spanned more than 40 minutes, were
pressed home on the Group. Simultaneous pincers attacks by four A/C
from 11 o'clock and four from 2 o'clock were made on the formation,
especially on lead a/c. The group lost 10 a/c, two of which were
Lts..Robert E. MacDowell and John F. Coughlin. Weather was clear at
the target with fairly heavy haze coming out. Heavy contrails persis-
ted at 21,000 feet. Bombs were dropped early as the Group leader, hit
during violent fighter attacks, dropped bombs in an effort to scay in
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also. 368th crews migssing in accion are: A Srees
1sc Le. John F. Coughlin P T/Sgt. Madison 0. Beasl
1st Lc. Allan J. Johnson CP S/sgt. Thomas A. Flor:sfyscens
1st Lc. Frank J. HRall N Sgt. Ralph A. Garmer wg
lst Lc. George T. CGrecton B Sgt. Charles D. Ladage wg
T/Sgt. Orville E. Libby ro §/sgc. Melvin T. Tucker cg

25

26

27

27

2nd Lt. Roberc E. MacDowell P S/Sgt. Domald J. Frye eng
2nd Lt. Fred A. Puckett, Jr CP Sge. William L. Murdock bt
20d Lt. Robert E. Schmielau N  Sgt. Robert F. Emery rw

2nd Lt. Lawrence Christofori B S/Sgt. Lawrence E. Wagoner lw
S/Sgt. James H. Prout ro T/Sgt. Joha Hazy, cg

E/A destroyed: Charles L. Hum, Othal Woodall and Francis A.
Weitzel. E/A damaged: John J. Zarriello, Eli Coldbarsc and
William J. Adams.

S/ég:. Frank R. Mercurio, wounded im action.
Capt. Daniel A. Logan, Jr., departed for 12th RCD and home.

NANCY A/D ~ The 368th led the 306th Group, which flew high posi-
tion in the 40th CBW. Capt. Russell Lund, leading, with Capc. .
John M. Kelly and Lts. John W. Curtis, William Reeder, Warren

Lucz and George T. DeVack. Lt. Reeder returmed over Podington due
to low oil pressure on #] engine. Due to adverse weather and in-
cerference from other groups at the targec, no bombs were released.
No E/A encountered and flak was observed at a discance.

BRUNSWICK - The 368th was stood down for this mission, but the
306ch dispacch 18 a/c to bomb the target PFF. No E/A seen. 10/10ths
clouds persisted from the Zuider Zee to the target and return. Mod-
erate AA fire ecouncered along the route, with crews relacting that
flak “tracked our chaff" {n the Dummer Lake area. Lt. Donald J.
Schaefer, 367th, crashed on takeoff; nine dead, one seriously in-

jured.

NORTHWEST FRANCE - A - Six a/c of the 368th formed the low squadron
of the 306th. Lt. Walter Keilc led, with Lts. Charles Trigg, George
DeVack, Paul F. Paulsen, Gilbert Roeder and Warrem Lutz. Lts. Wil-
liam Reeder and Dewey 0. Jones flew as spares and recurned early.
The mission was uneventful, with no flak or E/A. Bombing was fair,
wvith 25 of bombs hitting the target MPI. Bombing was by groups and
there was no division assembly. This mission was probably the greac-
est concentration of heavy bombers assembled over am area in the
shortest span of time. Iventy-nine groups passed over the targec
area of Crossbows wichin 50 minutes, in addition to nine groups of
friendly fighters.

NANCY-ESSEY A/D - B - A new precedenc was established today with the
accomplisment of two distincc missioms. Lt. Carl N. Grending led che
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APRIL tean't) 30bth, and Capt. John M. Kelly led the hizh squadronwith Lts.
Elton . Rabe, Charles L. Trigp, William Becder, Gilbert Roeder -
and Dewey U. Jones. Lt/ George T. DeVack flew as spare. No E/A
ward seen. Flak was moderate and very accurate. Escort was good,
no gaps. Bombing was good, even though somewhat scattered. Heavy
ground haze made it difficult to pick up the target at a distance.

F/O. George W. Tapper appt. 2nd Lt., effective 20 April

28 AVORD A/D - Extensive damape wasg inflicted on the well equipped
and important Fremch ASD, which most recently is used as base for
long range HE llls. The 368th was stood down, bBub the 306th sent e

out nine afc, three of them spares.

29 BERLIN = The J06th led the &Uth CBW, with Lt. Col. John L. Lambert,
423rd C.0., as air commander. The 368ch dormed the lead squadron,
with Capt. John M. Kelly as deputy leader, flying the second PFF
ahip, and Lts. Eleon C. Rabe, John W. Curtls, Warren Lutz and Ceorge
T. veVack. Lt. Charles L. Trigpg Elew as spare and returned early. -
Ho EfA attacked this group, alhtough 30 te 35 E/A attacked the group
behind ours. Fighter support was excellent, especially since the Wing
wag late and south of course on return. Moderate to intense AA fire

o
wiaEs ecnountered at target, which was partly seen when clouds which
broke up In scattered formations. Bombing was on PFF markers, but
due to breaks im the clouds strikes were observed in the western
part of the city. This is our sixth trip te Berlin. |
Lt. Warren Lutz received a direet flak hit near Magdeburg en the
way out and blew wup. ¥o chuteées were seen.

-
2nd Lt Warren 5. Lutz P 5/8gc. Warren J. Adams, eng
2nd Lt. Thomas W. Johnson CP Sgt. Roy Y. Ward bt
ind Lt. James L, Knox N Gpt. Ray Y. Ward. rw =
2nd Lt. Edward P. 0'Neill B Spt. Alex Lazek lw
S§/Sgt. Joseph D. Keed ro Sgt, Charles H. Lux tp
3u AIR BEA RESCUE - Lts. Raymond L. Tripp, Albert Rehn and Robert -

Ehrler, with six other 306th afe, flew a rescue formatiom, with
all results negative.

The Group completed 14 missiona during April, even though none were made until the
10th, Briefings qwere held almost daily, but weather conditions did not permit ex-
ecution. By fary this 1z the squadron's most active month since 1ts combat arrival.

Arriviong fof combat were: -
ind Lt. Gwynn A. Boswell 2nd Lty John J. Allen

2nd Lt. Theodore C. Cumberledge 2nd Lt, Albert F. Burnett

S/5gt. Donald F. Buschmver S/8gt. John J. Sullivan =
Cpl. Bernell I¥ Sharp Spt. Robert R. Copp, Jr.

Fpt. Orval L. Coolk Cpl. Emili W. Teska

2nd Lt. William H. Brealin 2nd Lt. Ermest A. Skrainar -
dnd LE. Maurice E. Christisnson  2nd Le. Richard %. Hodpson

5/8gt. Kenneth Bardsley /8. Gordon E. Wright

Cpl. Sherman D. Benmmcott Sgt. Murray F. Yeats s

Spt. Panl A. MHorabich Cpl. Charles 5. Hessen
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April (con't) 1st Lt. Gilbert N. Roeder, having completed his tour of missions,
was relieved and departed to the 12th RCD. A detailed account of
one of his most interest missions is given:

22 FEBRUARY BERNBERG, GERMANY.'- Just after crossing the enemy coast, No. 3
supercharger failed. However, with full power from only three engines available,
Roeder maintained formation until a successful bomb run was made. After bombs
away there was a gap in fighter escort. A formation of ME 109s, and later 30 FW
190s, dived in repeated attacks. Three direct attacks were made on Lt. Roeder's
a/c, which he expertly maneuvered in evasive action.

Right after these attacks.heavy flak was encountered, No. 1 engine was knocked
out and No. 4, engine caught fire. Lt. Roeder put the fire out by going into a
steep dive from 21,000 to 10;000 feet, with an indicated airspend of 300 mph.
Now out of formation, only No. 2 engine was functiondng properly. An ME 109
watching the stricken ship alone, dived for the kiil. Seeing this, Lt. Roeder
dived for cover of sparse clouds and came out at 2,000 feet, continuing down to
tree top level. The ME 10Y still pressing the attack, lowered its wheels in order
to get in a longer burst. As the Jerry closed in the top turret gunner shot the
E/A down as the attacker could not gain altitude.

Lt. Roeder was kept busy dodging church steeples and tall buildings in evading
flak on the rest of the way out. On leaving the enemy coast, all excess equipment
wqs thrown out and he was able to gain 500 feet in altitude and 125 mph in IAS.
On approaching the English Coast, No. Z engine began to smokezexcessively.
Picking out the first airfield and approaching to land, Lt. Roeder was forced to
circle again as there were obstructions on all runways. At this time the No. 2
engine burst into flames. Lt. Roeder picked the clearest approach and landed
successfully on the one faltering No. 3 engine, and in doing so expertly missed

a B-17 half parked on the runway because of a flat tire. ‘l'he courage, skillfulness
and technical skill displayed throughout these various encounters with the enemy
deserve the highest praise.

Reporting for duty were 2nd Lts. William E. Reece, Jr., Frazier T. McDevett, Jr.,
Harry Wilson and Jack G. Marshall; S/Sgt Joseph A. Furello and Charlie J. Har-
desty; and Sgts. Lester E. Martin, Hubert F. Champlin, Deral C. Stewart and Edmund
J. Drost.
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HMAY CALAIS AREA A - Seventeen a/c of the 306ch, led by Capt. J. Bruce

McMahon and crew of the 368th, took off for a target in the Ca-
lais area. Excreme difficulty was encouncered in making formation
due to clouds and darkness. No bombs were dropped as weather con-
ditions over the continent obscured the target. Capt. McMahon or-
dered the mission abandoned.

REIMS B - On this second mission of the day, the 306th flew seven
a/c of the Eager Beavers to form the low squadron, lead group of
the 40ch composite CBW. The squadron, led by Lt. William Reeder,
consisted of Lts. Paul F. Paulsen, Ray C. McDaniel, Frank Krzyscon,
Elton C. Rabe, George DeVack and John W. Curtis. DeVack returned
early with #2 engine cut. Bombing was excellent with hits on the
marshalling yards and along both sides. No E/A were seen. Flak,
which came from an A/D north of the targec, was moderate and very
accurate, with five out of six a/c over the target damaged.

> § Capt. John M. Kelly relieved from duty and transferred to the 423rd
Squadron as operations officer.

T/Sgt. LeeRoy Patterson promoted to lst Sgt.
T/Sgt. James L. Sackett promoted to MSgt.

4 BERLIN - The 306th flew 18 a/c plus three spares as low group, 40th
CBW. Seven a/c of the 368th were flown by Lts. William Reeder, lead-
ing the low squadron, Frank Krzyston, Raymond L. Tripp, Ray C. Mc-
Daniel, Frank I. Endres, Charles L. Trigg and Paul F. Paulsen. Paul-
sen returned early as spare. Clouds and haze, which had prevented
the formation from leaving the English Coast at the briefed altictude,
broke up the Wing formation and resulted in the recall of the mission
near the Dutch~German border. Moderate and inaccurate flak at the
Dutch coast. No E/A seen, and all bombs were returmed.

5 1st Lt. Edward T. Murtha, S-2, transferred to Group.
2nd Lt. William E. Foose transferred to Group.
2pd Lt. Daniel J. Spence assigned from Group

6 2nd Lt. Stanley L. Lloyd promoted to lst Lc.
2nd Lt. Claude R. Brown assigned to squadron from Statiom 112

7 BERLIN - The 306th flew 18 a/c as low group and six a/c as high
squadron in 306th Composite Group, 40th CBW. The 368th flew six
a/c as low squadron. led by Lt. Walter Keilt, and one as spare by
Lt. Frank Krzyston. Lt. Charles Trigg turned back over Northampton
with a broken oxygen line. Krzyscton filled in. Weather was good at
altitude, but bombing was PFF, with 10/10ths clouds over the target.
Flak wvas moderate and inaccurate at the target. Apparently trying
not to identify the ctargec, only a few bursts were seen until bombs
vere away, at wvhich time a barrage came up from a wide area. No E/A
were seen. :

1st Lc. Carl N. Grending promoted to Capt.

-3
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BERLIN - The 306th flew 32 a/c as low group, lead and low squad-
rons of the high group, 40th CBW. Eight a/c of the 368th took off
Capt. Carl N. Grending led the low group, and Lt. Walter Keilr )
with Les. Charles Trigg, Ray C. McDaniel, Raymond L. Tripp Fr;nk
Krzyston and Frank I. Endres, led the high squadron. Lt. Ei:on Rabe
went as spare and returned early. Lt. Keilt could not keep up with
formation and jectisonned bombs NE of Hannover. Lt. Trigg lost an
engine east of Hannover and returned alone. Weather was 10/10chs
undercasc with persiscent contrails at altitude. Bombing was PFF.
No E/A were seen and our support was excellenc. Moderate, inaccu-
rate barrage and tracking flak was met at the target. Practically
no AA fire came up until bombs away. Although the 368th had no
losses, che Group losc five a/c, three of them in a coilision over
Germany.

THIONVILLE A/F - 306ch, with 18 a/c and three spares, led the 40th
CBW. Maj. Maurice Salada, 368th C.0., was wing leader and supported
by Lts. Paul F. Paulsen, Dewey O. Jones, Robert Ehrler, George De-
Vack and Clinton Swan made up the lead squadron. Lt. John W. Curtis
flew with the low squadron, while Lt. Ray C. McDaniel was spare, re-
turning early. Bombing was excellent as verified by strike photos
which showed a dense concentration directly on the MPI, hangars and
workshop installations along the NE corner of the A/D. Not a single
burst of flak was met at target or em route, but after leaving the
Belgian Coast near Niewport, the formation encountered meager but
very accurace flak, damaging 11 a/c slighctly and three severely.
Some crews think the AA fire came from flak boats. No E/A were seen.
Friendly support was numerous at all times. Weather was clear at al-
titude, with a ground haze. Our formacion overshot the IP in order
to stay clear of CBW ahead, then returned to briefed IP, making an
excellent run.

Capt. James McClung, DS to RAF Sta. Tangmere for two weeks.

1st Lt. Paul R. Carsten and S/Sgc. James F. Perry, Jr., DS with
the 15¢h Air Force for 30 days.

ROTENBURG and OLDENBURG - 306th flew 18 a/c, plus three spares, as
high group, lst B CBW and six a/c as high squadron, high group, 4Oth
CBW. Due to clouds and contrails, considerable difficulty was exper~
ienced in group and wing formations. Over the North Sea a thick haze,
several cloud layers up to an estimated 30,000 feet, and dense per-
sistent contrails made formacion flying difficult and dangerous. Re-
call message was received and turn back made near the Dutch Coasc.
Capt. J. Bruce McMahon led the group formatiom, and Lts. Charles
Trigg and Elton C. Rabe flew as spares.

1st Lt. Leonard P. Blatnica was wounded in acction.
SAARBRUCKEN - 306th flew 18 a/c as low group and six a/c as high

squadron, 40th CBW composite. The 368ch flew seven. Capt. J. Bruce
McMahon led the low group. Lt. Walter Keilt, with Lcs. Elton Rabe,
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' Charles Trigg, Ray C. McDaniel, Frank I. Endres and Paul F. Paul-

sen flew as the high squadron. Due to failure of the composite

group to bomb the targec, five of the 368th a/c jettisonned bombs
because of gasoline shorcage, the remaining a/c brought all back.

No E/A were seen. Our escort was excellent to target, after which
none were seen, probably due to formation being late and consider-
ably south of course. Moderate but very accurate tracking AA fire
vas met at the target. Twenty-one out of 24 a/c were damaged, 17
severely. Bombing was considered poor, hindered by heavy ground haze.

MERSEBERG - 306th flew 18 a/c, plus two spares, as high group of
41st B CBW and six a/c as high squadron, high group, 40th CBW. The
368th flew six a/c as low squadron, high group, with Lt. Robert Ehr-
ler leading, and Lts. Clinton Swan, John W. Curtis, Dewey 0. Jones,
Frank Endres and Elton Rabe, as spare. Lt. Swan turned back because
of an oxygen leak. The target was the Leuna synthetic oil plant and
bombing was excellent. No E/A, and our escort was complete, no gaps.
AA fire was meagre and ipaccurate. Weather was hazy, but otherwise
clear in the target area.

STETTIN - 306th flew 16 a/c plus 2 PFF a/c as the lead group, and

six a/c as high squadron, high composite group, 40th A CBW. The
course was as briefed until about nine minutes before IP at Krzesinki.
Due to a solid wall of clouds towering to 28,000 feet, the wing lead-
er abandoned the primary and turmed about to bomb Stectin. 8/10ths to
10/10ths clouds persisted over Germany. However, as the formation ap-
proached Stettin clouds thinned out and strike photos were taken, pos-
itively idenctifying the target and showing bomb bursts in the center
of the city. No fighter attacks were made on our wing. Capt. Russell
Lund flew as deputy wing leader. Lt. Floyd Brunn led the high squad-
ron, lead group, with Lts. Gwynn A. Boswell, Frank Krzyston, John W.
Curtis, Charles Trigg and George DeVack. Lt. Clinton Swan flew spare.
Lt. Krzyston turned back over the North Sea with engine trouble. Lt.
Henry E. Hanson, 367th, supplied the greatest action of the mission
by ditching in the North Sea, about 20 miles off Cromer. After being
damaged by flak over the target, #2 engine cut out west of Demmark.
About 1)s hours from the English Coast #3 engine died. When about 60
miles off England, the remaining two engines began to give trouble.

A short while later Lt. Hanson told the wing leader he would have to
ditch and started sending out an SOS. One a/c of the formation and
“Cycle Relay" came down and circled the dinghy until Air-Sea Rescue
arrived, picking up all crev members safely. Only one dinghy was a-
vailable as flak had perforated the other. Six men were in the dinghy
and three men hung on the sides, changing places every few minutes

as the water was extremely cold. They were in the water about one
hour.

1st Lt. Donald Baltzer cransferred to 12th RCD as his tour ended.
1st Lc. Mitchell Antoon was wounded in action.

S/Sgt. Francis A. Weiczel promoted to T/Sgt.
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MY (con't) lst Les. Paul F. Paulsen and Walter Keilt completed their tours
and were assigned to Air Transport Group.

lst Lts. Charles Fontane and Shelby L. Tanner cr
A3Ck fon. ansferred to

1sc Lt. Raymond L. Tripp transferred to Plans section, USSTAF

l1st Lc. Arthur B. Hammond; 2nd Lts. Ivan W. Oberhelman, Earl Has-
ting and Douglas L. MacMillan; S/Sgt. William C. Ellery and Sgts.
Howard G. Anderson, John E. Argo, Stephen J. Femine, Joseph V.
Beirne and Hoil 0. Flood joined the squadron.

1st Lt. Joe D. Seed; 2nd Lts. Edward R. Patton, Olin M. Hoising~
ton, Jr., and Edward A. Telkamp; S/Sgts. William F. Plancz and
Raymond T. Lawrence, and Sgts. Robert C. Blake, Lamar Texter,
Ted J. Teckman and John W. Wells assigned to squadron.

19 BERLIN - Eighteen a/c took off to fly as low group, 40th CBW.
Rendezvous was made at 15,000 feet instead of 4,000 as briefed
due to cloud interference. No E/A were seen. Bombing was by PFF,
even though scattered cloud formations over the target permitted
photos to be taken, and hits were made in the northwest section of
the city. Capt. Russell Lund led the group, with Lts. Floyd Brunn,
William Breslin, John W. Curtis, Elton C. Rabe and Charles Trigg.
AA fire was intense, but low and {naccurate. $/Sgt. Roy L. Wiklund
vas wounded.

20 ORLY A/F - The 306th flew twelve a/c as lead and twelve as low
groups, 40th CBW. From 20 to 30 miles inland over the continenc, 9
to 10/10ths clouds with tops at 8,000 feet persisted. In the vi-
cinity of the IP visibility increased to about six miles with fairly
heavy ground haze. The MPI was picked up through an opening and bomb
release was made with a 75 second run. A good concentration hit aim-
ing points at the northwest side of the field on hangars and work
shops. No E/A vere seen. Only AA fire was at the target, where it
wvas meager and low. Capt. Carl N. Grending led the low group. Lts.
Albert Rehn, leading, and Gwynn Boswvell, William Reece, Ray McDaniel,
Frank Krzyston and Elton Rabe flew as low squadron, low group. Our
fighter support was excellent.

21 Lt. Leonard P. Blatnica returnmed to duty, having recovered from his
battle wound.

22 KEIL - 306th flew twelve a/c as low group and six a/c as lead and
high elements of high composite group, 40th CBW. Wing leader aborted
on reaching German coast and the deputy called for PFF bombing ap-
proximately eleven minutes from target. Four minutes later undercast
broke leaving a clear channel to the target, but PFF continued. Bomb
strikes were noted in the water about half way down the "Horn", and
walked across the Naval arsenal, shipping and the Deutsche Werke.
Five or six ME 1098 were seen but no attacks were made on this for-
mation. Escort was good all the way. Moderate AA fire was met at the
target, and made a direct hic, bringing down two a/c of the lead
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25

group. Capt. J. Bruce McMahon led the low group. Capt. Carl N.
Grending led the lead element of high composite group. Lt. Ro-
berc Ehrler led the low squadron, low group, with Lts. William
Reece, Elton Rabe, George DeVack, Frank Endres and Dewey Jones.

2nd Lts. Marcil Brage and George Tapper promoted to lst Lts.

METZ AREA - 306th flew 12 a/c as low group and nine a/c as high
group of 40th A CBW, which led the 1st Bomb Division. The primary
target was Thionville, but 10/10ths cloud cover obscured the tar~
get and the ensuing maneuver. PFF bombing was made south of Metz.
No results were seen, and no E/A were observed. Only four bursts
of AA fire were seen on the entire route. Capt. Russell Lund led
the high group with Lts. Albert Rehn and William Reece. Lt. Floyd
Brunn led the low squadron of the high group with Lts. Dewey 0.
Jones, Clinton Swan, Ray C. McDaniel, Frank Krzyston and Alfred
Hawley. Lt. Elton Rabe flew as spare.

BERLIN ~ 306th flew 22 a/c plus two PFF planes as lead and parc of
high groups of 40ch CBW. No fighter attacks were made on the 4Och,
but the CBW in front was under heavy attack. Five or six B-17s were
seen to be knocked dowm, two exploding. Escort was good, no gaps.
The 368th flew four a/c, piloted by Lts. Frank Krzyston, Ray McDan-
iel, Elton Rabe and Charles Trigg in the lead squadron, lead Group.
Lt. Robert Ehrler led the high squadron, high composite group, with
Lts. Dewey O. Jomes and William Reece making up the lead element.
Thirty seconds after bombs away, flak hit Ehrler's elevators, either
knocking them off or tearing them to shreds. Ehrler's plane went in
a steep stall and afcer "standing on its tail" for a moment, slid off
to the left and turned on its back, regained flying attitude momen-
tarily, then went almost straight down in a flat spin. No one could
see it below an estimated 18,000 feet, at which time all engines were
still running. No fire, explosion or smoke was seen. One chute and
possibly two are believed to have come from the plane while still
visible above the clouds. Missing crew members are:

1lst Lt. Robert H. Ehrler P T/Sgt. Paul J. Pratt, eng

1st Lt. Alden D. Maynes, CP S/Sgt. Gaetano C. Abbatiello bt
1st Lc. John W. James, Jr., N S/Sgt. Chester J. Predko, wg
1st Lc. Burtom C. Gustafson, B S/Sgt. John C. Hay, Jr., tg
T/Sge. Ben B. Ferms, Jr. ro

Ground haze delayed takeoff 40 minutes. Visibility was bad on way
in. Formacion flew for a long distance in very thick haze. Fairly
dense and persistent contrails. 10/10ths clouds on way in, clearing
to 7/10ths in target area, 10/10ths coming out. Bombing was PFF.

2nd Lt. Daniel J. Spence transferred to 417th Signal Bactalion.

THIONVILLE M/Y - 306th flew 12 a/c as low and 12 a/c as high groups
of 40th CBW. Weather: slight haze and 1/10ths cloud cover in target
area. Strike photos show heavy and compact concentration complecely
covering briefed MPI and approximacely three-quarcers of southwestern
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half of marshalling yards choking off the south entrance and
destroying two engine sheds and a large repair shop of this
imporcant rail link between Germany and Central Southern France.
No enemy fighters were seen, escort complete, no gaps. No flak
either, in or out. The 368th was "stood down" for the mission
with the exception of Capt. Carl N. Grending, who led the low

3:9:9. and Lt. Guynn A. Boswell, who flew spare and recurned
early.

MANNHEIM M/Y - 306th flew 18 a/c as lead group, 40th CBW. 368th
flew high squadron, led by Lt. Floyd Brunn, with Lts. Charles
Trigg, Elton Rabe, Ray C. McDaniel, Gwynn Boswell and William
Breslin. No E/A were seen. Our escort was first picked up late
and then continued all the rest of the route. Intense, barrage
AA fire was met at the cargec only. Weather was good and clear
for visual bombing, although 5/10ths clouds lay just east of
target area. Light contrails ac 23,000 feet. Photos show M/Y well
hit, and crews state smoke could be seen 100 miles away from

the target area. .
FECAMP - 306th flew ten a/c, plus two PFF, as lead and low squad-
rons of the 40th CBW. Although the tactical target was idencified
visually, bombing was PFF, according to order. Photos show main
concentration in wvater one and one half miles west of targect, with
a few bursts 300 yards inland in the same area. Photos also show
target area pitted with cracters from other bombing, apparencly
not today's. No 368th crews took part in this mission.

RUHLAND - The 306th flew 16 a/c plus two PFF as lead and 18 a/c

as low groups of the 40th B CBW. Capt. Russell Lund led the Wing,
with Lts. Albert Rehn, Wayne Erwin, Ray C. McDaniel, Dewey 0. Jones,
and William Breslin, making up the lead squadron. Capt. J. Bruce
McMahon led the low group, and Lts. George T. DeVack, Charles Trigg
and Elton Rabe formed the second element, low squadron, low group.
Lt. Guynn A. Boswell flew as spare. A malfunction of the bomb re~-
lease caused half of the bombs of the Wing leader to fall out west
of the target, believed to be in the vicinity of Ubigan. The major-
ity of lead and high groups dropped at this poinc on Wing leader.
The low group, rather than break up Wing formation, bombed a tar-
get of opportunity, the town of Elsterwerda. Results were unobser-
ved due to cloud coverage. Capt. Lund led the Wing to the targer to
drop the remainder of his bombs. No E/A were seen. Escort was excel-
lent, except for a gap of 15 minutes jusc before reaching Ruhland.
No flak was met at target, but at Meissen moderate and very accurate
fire hit the low group, damaging 13 of 17 a/c.

1st Lt. Frank I. Endres finished combat tour and left for 12th RCD.

New crews joining the squadron included: 2nd Lts. Heary A. Dryar,
Jr., Joseph C. Marlovits, Leo E. Richard and Rohert N. Houser;
S/Sgts. Gene M. Kelly and James C. Mitchell, _ua Sgts. Fred H. Pier-
son, Lyle A. Brown, James W. Inman and Lawrence F. Pesterfield.
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'2nd Lts. Leland P. Deck and Otto C. Swan; F/O William D. Markle;

S/Sgts. Seymour Shweky and Warrea F. Wilson; Sgts. Duane B. Sum-
mers and Lynn H. Teelon, and Pvt. Clarence E. Gibbs.

COTTBUS - 306ch flew 18 a/c plus two spares to bomb the important
A/C assembly plant at Cottbus, southeast of Berlin. The weather
over the continent was CAVU. The route took the formarion straight
toward Berlin via Hannover, turning southeast beyond Magdeburg to
the I.P. and target, then skirting Berlin and out to the Baltic,
east of Stetrin and return over Denmark and the North Sea. During
a gap in friendly fighter support, three swift passes were made by
enemy fighters in the Meserity-Driesen area. No losses were sus-
tained by this group. Moderate, tracking AA fire was met in the Dum=-
mer Lake area, Danish coast and Heligoland. Nome at the target.
Strike photos show aiming point well hit. Capt. Carl N. Grending
led the Group, and Lt. Ray C. McDaniel led the low squadron, along
with Lts. William Breslin, Gwynn Boswell, Dewey O. Jones, William
Reece and Elton Rabe. Reece turmed back early when a supercharger
ran away, and Jomes turned back with engines overheating. Sgt. Or-
ville T. Cook, waist gunner, credited with a probable; Sgt. Samuel
J. Femino, ball turret, with a damaged, and Sgt. Daniel J. Galvin
with a destroyed.

2nd Lecs. Elton Rabe, Charles Trigg, Roy E. Buchanan and Dennis
Toth to 1lst Lts., effective 23 May 44.

LEIGE - 306th flew three groups of 12 a/c each, plus two spares,

to form the 40th A CBW, which led the First Bomb Division. Col.
George L. Robinson, Group C.0., was the air commander and had Capc.
Russell Lund in the lead ship. Others from the 368th in the air on
this mission were Lcs. Albert Rehn, Ivan Oberhelman, Dewey O. Jones,
Frank Krzyston and Gwvnn Boswell in the lead squadron, lead group;
Lts. Clincon Swan, William Reece and Charles Trigg, low squadron;
Lc. William Breslin went as a spare; and Capt. J. Bruce McMahon and
crew led the high group.

Wing rendezvous was excellent. In an effort to dodge high cumulus
clouds, the formation climbed to 20,000 feet and went north of course
in the Ghent area, thence to target. Clouds prevented lead and low
groups from bombing. After making a 360° turm over the target and
failing to get satisfactory visibility for the bomb run, the Wing
leader decided to search for a last resort target. As weather contin-
ued to prevent accurate bombing, the formation returned to base.
Friendly escort was complete and no E/A were seen. Moderate, tracking
AA fire was encountered, damaging 18 of our ships. Strike photos of
the high group, Lt. Ted Boswell, lead bombardier, shows hits on the
barracks in the Bierset area at NW end of A/D. Sgt. H. C. Jenkins,

on special duty here for the 8ch AF Photographic Section, and flying
in a 423rd plane, was killed when hit by flak.

3
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JUNE ST. CECILY - The 306th flew 17 a/c plus ome PFF as low group and

2 12 a/c in cthe composite high group, along with

) 92nd Group. Lt. George DeVack, leading, Eud L:s?i:1:;: ::::‘t?:an
Oberhelman, John W. Curtis, William Breslin and Charles Trigg
flew in the low squadron. Lt. Breslin turned back over Podington
wich No. 2 engine out. No E/A were seen. Friendly escort was ade-
quate. No AA fire was seen. Bombing was unobserved with a 10/10ths
undercasc. Capt. Russell Lund led che low group. Lts. Dewey O.
Jones, Wayne H. Erwin and Frank Krzyston made up the second ele-

ment of the high squadron, low group, 40th CBW. Lt. William Reece
flew as a spare.

MASS-PALAESEAU M/Y - Twelve a/c of the 306th flew as low group and
three a/c in the composite group of the 40th CBW. Lt. Will{am Reece
flew in low element of composite group and Lt. William Breslin flew
as a spare. Bombing of low group shows hits on bridge with good re-
sults. The composite group bombed Conches, results unobserved. No

flak was encountered at the target, but was rather heavy on way out
norcth of Paris. No E/A were seen and fighter escort was excellent.

k| ST. CECILY ~ The 306th flew 17 a/c plus one PFF and two spares on
a tactical target south of Boulogne. No 368th ships flew. Bombing
was through 9 to 10/10ths cloud. No flak or E/A seen.

4 EQUIHEN - A tactical target southeast of Boulogne, on which the

306th flew eleven a/c, plus one PFF and two spares. Capt. J. Bruce
McMahon led the group, with Lts. John W. Curctis, William Breslin,
Dewey 0. Jones, William Reece and Gwynn Boswell. Lt. Frank Krzy-
scon was che spare. No flak or E/A were seen. Bombing was visual,
with good results.

2nd Lts. Charles T. Niblack, Dellon E. Bumgardner, Robert L. Lewan-
dowski and Robert C. Borgert; S/Sgts. Donald W. Urdahl and Melvin M.
Brock, and Sgts. Wilbur M. Bowers, Edward J. Lockard, Robert J. Es~-
termyer and Wilbur A. Barton joined the squadron.

5 Lts. Clinton D. Swan, Marcil Brage, Leonard P. Blatnica and Floyd

Brunn departed for 12th RCD and home, tours compleced.

6 NORMANDY INVASION - ARROMANCHES - The 306th flew 42 a/c om this first

invasion mission, composed of two groups of 18 a/c each, and one lead
-gsquadron of the composite group, 40ch CBW. Capt. J. Bruce McMahon led
the lov squadron of A Group, with Lts. Edward Patton, Ivan Oberhelman,
John W. Curtis, Charles Trigg and William Reece. Capt. Carl N. Grend-
ing led the low squadron of B Group, with Lts. William Breslin, Frank
Krzyscon, Dewey O. Jones, Elton Rabe and Gwymn A. Boswell. Capt. Rus-
sell Lund led the composite group. Bombing was PFF over 10/10ths
clouds, and pictures at bombs away show good, close patterns. No flak
or E/A wvere seen. All a/c returned. Capct. Alfred W. Weld, S-2, remov-
ed his flak helmet for a sufficienc period of time to observe one
bursc of flak in the vicinity of Caen and the picket fence effect of
smoke bombs dropped along the coast line.
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IME {(can'tc) CAEN — The second D=Dav mission included 12 afc, led by Capet.
Earl W. EKesling of che &423rd. Lr. Wayna H. Erwin was cthe anly
J&Bth pilot on this mission. All bosbs were brought back due ro
10/10thas undercast and no availabdlicy of PFF afc with the for-
mation. Wo EfA or flak were =et.

THURY-HARCOURT - Eleven afc of the 306ch flew on this third mis-
sion of the invasion day, plus one PFF, to form che high group,
306ch B CBY. Capt. J. Bruce McMahon led, wich Lts. Elcon Rabe,
Charles Trigg and Ivan Oberhelman filling in other positions.
Twenty-tvo afc/ plus two PFF formed the lead and lov groups of
the 306th B CBW. Capt. Russell Lund led the low group, witch Lt.
John W. Curcis filling in after not making rendezvous with the
lead group. Les. Dewey O. Jones, Frank Krzyston and Gwynn Boswell
flev high element, lead group, and Les. William Reece and William
Breslin flew in cthe low element. Considerable difficulty was ex-
perienced in making rendezvous because of 10/10th clowd cover over
England. 5/10ths persisced uncil half way across the English Chan-
nel, wvhere visibilicy was good. AC the carget a cloud patch pre-
vented a visual tun on che high group MPI. PFF was used. The lead
and low bombed visuallwv with good resulcs, no Flak or E/A vere seen.
P-38s, P-47s, P-5ls and Typhoons were seen covering landing crafc,
and scraffing good targecs. Intemse activicy vas npoted along che
beachheads and the sea approaches. All a/c recurned safely.

7 1st Le. Ray C. MeDaniel deparced for che l2th RCD.

2nd Les. Dean C. Allen, Charles U. BRapp, Michael L. Viahos and
Chacrles J. Domahue and Zgrs. Hobert B. Hewszblgle, Bichard C. Hue-
botter, Harvey J. Purkey, Jr., James H. Carey, Eugene H. LeVeque
and Clarence R. HReinarcsen, Jr., joined che squadron.

8 REMHES = The 306ch flew lead and low groups, composed of 18 afc each
plus four spares im cthe &0ch A CBEW. Lead group rendervous was satis-
faccory, but the low was caught in clouds ac control point A and
failed to contact wing formation uncil out over the Channel. Major
Haurice Salada, 368th C.0., led the wing formacion and ocher 36Bch
pilots wvere Lts. Albert Rehn, William Hash, Edward Patton, Charles
Trigg, Gwynn Boswell and Frank Krzyston io the high squadron, lead
group; Lis. Dewey 0. Jopes, Ivan Oberhelman. Elton Habe, William
Eeece and William Breslin in the high squadren, low group. Bosbing
vas wide of cargec for che lovw group. Lead made two runs over che car-
get but could not bomb due Eo clouds. All bombs were returned as se-
condary could not be spocced far enocugh avay from bozb lime for the
beachhead, Varying concrails and haze, 14/20,000 feec, throughouc
route. Ground fop over Franmce generally 9 to 10/10ths, clearimg co
4/10ths in the target area. Ho ESA wvere seen. Meager and inaccurace
flak at the carget. Lt. Boswell recurned early with one engine owc.

Capt. Carl ¥. Grending relieved and transfeérred co 423rd squadren co
be operations ocfficar.

3 lstc Lt. Martin J. MeCarchy deparred for 1ith RCD.
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lst Lc. Ted Boswell, Jr. promoted to captain, effective 5 June.
2nd Lc. Frank Krzyston promoted to lst Lc., S June.

ST. ANDREW de L'EURE and Illiers L'EVEQUE - The 306ch flew the
entire 40th B CBW, with 36 a/c and high group of 40th C CBW with
12 a/c. All 368ch planes flew in the 40th C, with Capt. J. Bruce
McMahon leading, and Lts. William G. Mitchell, Jr., William Reece,
Charles Trigg, William Nash and William Breslin in the lead squad-
ron; Lts. John W. Curctis, Edward Patton and Frank Krzyston, high
element; Lts. Dewey 0. Jones, Gwynn Boswell and Wayne H. Erwin,
low element. High clouds over England forced rendezvous to 20,000
feet, and over the continent clouds were 10/10ths with tops at

19 to 20,000 feet. All bombs were returned as other formations were
flying in clouds at a lower level over the target, and CBW leader
was fearful of dropping on them. No flak or E/A were seem. Lct.

Krzyscon turned back early, being unable to find the formation in
clouds.

1st Lt. Taylor L. Leedy transferred from 423rd Squadron and assign-
ed to Cycle Relay.

2od Lc. Hon T. Chee, navigator, joined the squadronm.

LILLE/VENDEVILLE and CAMBRAI/EPINOY - Four groups of 12 a/c each,
plus four spares, wvere flown by the 306th as the 40cth B CBW and
40th C CBW's lead group. Capt. J. Bruce McMahon led the 368th high
group in 40th B, with Lts. Leland Deck, William Reece, Elton Rabe,
Edward Patton and Wayne H. Erwin in the lead squadrom. Lts. Albert
Rehn, Frank Krzyston and William Breslin flew in the high element,
while Les. John W. Curtis, William Mitchell and Ivan Oberhelman flew
in the low. Very accurate, tracking and barrage flak was met at Ant-
werp and area to the souchwest on approaching the target. Over the
carget the 368th mec moderate and accurate AA fire, which hit every
a/c, five severely. Weather was 8/10ths clouds over the coast on the
way in, 1 to 2/10ths in the target area, and clear on route out.
Bombing was good, while the 368th high group had to make three runms
over the targec due to clouds.

1st Lc. William Cullen, 2nd Lt. Robert Borgert and S$/Sgts. Danmiel
Cookman and Warren F. Wilson were wounded in action.

BRETIGNY A/D and ETAMPES A/D - Maj. Maurice Salada, 368th C.0., led
the 40th A CBW of three groups of 12 a/c each im an attack on Bre-
tigny A/D. Flying in the lead group were Lts. Albert Rehn, Hemry

Dryar, Elton Rabe, William Breslinm, William Nash, Charles Trigg,

Wayne-Erwin, Edward Pacton, John W. Curtis, Harley C. Hutsell and

Ivan Oberhelman. Flying in the 40ch D CBW with 16 other 306th ships,
Lts. Guyunn Boswell and William Reece bombed Etampes A/D. Bombing on
both targets was excellenc. Moderate, accurate AA fire was met from
IP to target. On entering the French Coast clouds built up to 10/10cths
to and beyond the IP, due mainly cto persistent contrails. It was
clear at the target and 4 to 7/10ths on the way out. No E/A were seen.
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JINE (con't) Lt. Nash recurned his bombs when racks would not release. Lt. o
Boswell returned safely wich an ailing copilor. !
2nd Lts. John J. Polich and Allan Johnson promoted to lst Lts.,
7 June. =
2nd Lts. Joseph A. Bischof, Richard D. Eldridge and Rodger C. |
Lewis promoted to lst Lts. 8 June. '
2nd Lt. Harley Hutsell promoted to 1lst Lt. 9 June. A
15 NANTES - The 306th flew 54 a/c as the complete 40th A CBW of three !
Groups of 12 ships each and 18 a/c of the 40th D CBW, 12 a/c in
the low group and six in the high composite group. Bombing was by

—

groups and the MPIs were two railway bridges on the southern side
of the city. Strike photos show good hits on both targets. The
368th flew as the low group, 40th D, with Capt. J. Bruce McMahon _
leading. Lts. William Reece, Edward Patton, Elton Rabe, Henry Dryar, 'j
Wayne Erwin, Charles Trigg, Leland Deck, William Breslin, William i
Nash, Ivan Oberhelman and Harley Hutsell made up the rest of the

group. Lt. Hutsell returned early over Northampton with a runaway )
prop. Lt. Patton, due to an oxygen leak, turmed back over the Chan- F]
nel. Lt. Oberhelman was over the target but returned his bombs when

the bomb bay doors would not open. The 368th received a predicted
concentration of AA fire, about 36 bursts at the target. Three a/c =
were slightly damaged. Weather was slight ground haze at the target,

no clouds, 3 to 4/10ths over the Channel. No E/A seen.

2nd Lts. Walter H. Sumner, Robert J. Socinik, Adrian E. 0'Konski, ey
and Parker Snead; S/Sgts. Roger F. Combs, Richard E. Dobbs; Sgts.
Paul Brumetti, Robert M Horste, Roy C. Ficklin, Jr., and Pvt. George

L. Barber joined the squadron. -~
16 1st Lt. John W. Sasser; 2nd Lts. Scott M. Owens, Charles H. Evans,
- Jr, and Robert E. Banta; S/Sgts. Eugene T. Carroll and Donald G.
Smicth, and Sgts. Raymond M. Wilson, David R. Revolti, Arthur C. M

Schulcz and Virgil S. Mitchelson joined the squadron.

17 ORLEAN BRECY A/F - The 306th group flew lead and low groups of the -
40th B CBW. The 368th flew 12 a/c of the lead group. There was much
difficulcy in assembly because the formation took off without knowing
secondary control points and several ships came back when rendezvous
was missed at first control point. There was no high group in the =
40ch B. Les. William Nash, William Reece, William Breslin and Ivan
Oberhelman brought their bombs back when they were unable to find the
formation. PFF equipment went out over Paris and formation was unable -
to bomb the primary, but bombed a bridge at Noyen. Clouds obscured the l
hits. Meager to moderate, accurate tracking flak at the coast accoun-
ted for two a/c from the 367th Squadron. Lt. Charles Trigg had a mal-
funccion of bombs racks and only dropped four bombs on the target. o
Octhers bombing from the 368th were: Lts. John W. Curcis, Henry Dryar, :
Gwynn Boswell, Harley Hutsell, Leland Deck, Edward Patton, Charles
Niblack and crews.

F/0 Willia= D. Markle appointed 2nd Lt, 8 June.
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HAMBURG - The 306th sent two groups of 18 a/¢ each to bomb Ham-
burg. One group flew high for che 40cth A CBW and the other high
group for che 40th B CBW. This squadron sent nine a/c, six as the
high squadron and three as the lead element of the low squadron in
40th A. Lc. Charles Trigg led the high and Lr. William Nash led the
low squadron. The 40th A proceeded to Hamburg on the briefed course
and finding the target obscured by 5/10ths clouds dropped on PFF.
Pictures show bombs on the southern and eastern end of big Lake
Aussen Alster, with a heavy concentration in Old Town. The 4Oth B
did not drop its bombs because the leader was unable to get his
bombs away. AA was encountered only at the target, consisting of
moderate tracking fire with no barrage at all. Six of our a/c re-
ceived slight damage, but no one was injured. No E/A were seen, and
our fighters have continuous support at all time over enemy terri-
tory. Ocher pilots flying for the 368th were: Lts. William H. Bres-
lin, Leland P. Deck, Elton C. Rabe, Ivan W. Oberhelman, William
Reece, Jr., Edward R. Patton and Charles T. Niblack.

NOBALL - The 306th flew lead, high and low groups of the 40th C CBW,
wicth 18 a/c in each group. Lts. William Nash, William Breslin, Wil-
liam Reece, Henry Dryar and Harley Hutsell flew in the lead; Lts.
Joha W. Curtis, Charles T. Niblack, Guynn Boswell, Charles Trigg,
William Mitchell and John J. Allen in the high group, and Lts. Elton
Rabe, Wayne Erwin and Carl Johnson in the low group. 10/10chs cloud
cover persisted over the continent and Channel, and prevented bomb-
ing. No E/A were seen, and only four to six bursts of AA fire was
met. All a/c returned to base with bomb loads, except that "booby
traps" were jettisonned in the Channel. The route carried the forma-
tion along briefed course and over the target, excepc the high group
turned back act IP, observing that the entire area was cloud covered.

lst Lt. Albert Rehn promoted to captain, 13 Junme.

2nd Lts. Guynn Boswell, William Breslin, Donald W. Murphy, William
Reece, Donmald H. Shaw, Ceorge Weinel promoted to lst Lts, 13 June.

HAMBURG - 306th Group flew lead, low and high groups of 40th B CBW.
Due to change in winds, formacion reached German coast 10 minutes
early and slightly south of course. The rest of the mission was flown
as briefed. This squadron flew 13 a/c, six as high squadron, lead
group; three as second element, high squadrom, low group, and four in
high squadron, high group. Lt. William Nash led the high squadron,
lead group. Other pilots making the trip were: Lts. John J. Allen,
Guynn A, Boswell, William Breslin, Dean C. Allen, Harley Hutsell,
William Reece, Henry Dryar, Charles Niblack, William Mitchell, Elton
Rabe, Carl A. Johnson and Wayne Erwin. No fighter actacks were made or
the formation, although one crew reporcted seeing two ME 110s shot
down by P-51ls and P-38s in the target area. Moderate to intense bar-
rage flak was observed to the right on the bomb run. Intense, accu-
rate cracking fire damaged lead and high groups severely. Photos
show bombs hitting on M/Y directly east of target, as well as on the
MPI. Photos also show a tremendous column of black smoke rising in
the target area on our way out. Sombing was excellent. A large column
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of white smoke was observed reaching to 20,000 feet at Hanmnover.
Weather was 10/10ths over the North Sea, clearing to 5/10ths in
the target area.

BERLIN - The 306th flew 36 a/c as the complete 40th A CBW. This
squadron seat 15 a/c with Maj. Maurice Salada, our C.0., leading
the CBW, and Capt. Albert Rehn flying deputy lead. Our planes
made up the entire lead group with the exception of the 4, 5 and
6 positions in the high squadron, which were flowm by the 367th.

We toock the northern route to the target and came in to attack from
the east of the city. A visual run was started but demse contrails
forced a change to instruments. Pictures locate some hits east of
Templehof A/D. Flak over Berlin was intense, and both barrage and
tracking fire was encountered. Six of our a/ec were damaged. Lt.
Charles Niblack's plane was hit jusc after bombs away and had #2
and #4 engines knocked out. He feathered #2, but #4 could not be
featherad and windmilled all the way back, causing him to lose al-
titude fast. He called for fighters, but was unable to get any help
as so many others were calling at the same time. Over the Kiel Canal
he was down to 10,000 feet and received a lot of flak. Fighters were
observed taking off and Lt. Niblack hit the deck, coming in at about
600 feet. Cround soldiers were observed to be firing at the plane.
Over the Channel everyching not essential was jettisonned, and he
was able to get above the undercast that extended up to about 3,000
feet, after getting #2 engine started again. He landed at Rackheath
with all aboard safe. Over the target Capt. Rehn's a/c was hic, with
two men wounded. Sgt. James K. Adkins, waist gunner, was hit in the
head and seriously wounded. Sgt. Cecil L. Hopkins, tail gunner, re-
ceived slight wounds.

Ocher pilots for cthe 368th were: Lts. William Breslin, Elton Rabe,
Guynn Boswell, Edward Patton, William Nash, Dean C. Allen, Charles
Trigg, Harley Hutsell, Henry Dryar, William Reese, John J. Allen and
Wayne Erwin. '

GHENT - The 306th flew the 40th A CBW, plus 12 a/c in the 40th B
CBW. The 368th was led by Maj. Elbert Odle, squadron operations of-
ficer, and flew 12 a/c in the low group in’ the 40th A. The target
was the marshalling yard at Ghent, which was solidly hit with 368th
bombs on the MPI. Large explosions were seen after the formacion
left. No E/A, and the only flak was a few bursts at the coast going
in. Two of our a/c recurned early: Lt. William Nash made rendezvous
but was unable to keep up because of a lack of power. Lt. Wayme Er-
win lost oil pressure in #4 engine, could not feather the prop, re-
turned, and the #4 prop fell off on the runway while he was landing.
Others flying for the 368cth were: Lts. John W, Curtis, William Reece,
Elton Rabe, Edward Patton, Ivan Oberhelman, Dean C. Allen, Carl A.
Johnson, Charles Niblack and crews.

2nd Lts. Richard S. Hodgson, Jack €. Marshall and Irving Norton pro-
moted to lst Lts, 15 June. s

BREMEN - The 306th flew lead and low groups of the 40th B CBW. Ren-

3
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dezvous and assembly were good, with the route f

briefed course. The 306th also flew high squadro:flzzégsg:gzp
40ch A CBW. This squadron flew the latter position wich Le. Ei-
ton Rabe leading, and Lts. Charles Niblack, Henry Dryar, William
Breslin, William Mitchell and Wayne Erwin. Lts. Ivan Ob;rhelman
and Leland P. Deck flew as spares, returning as briefed. No E/A
wvere encountered, while our support was excellent. AA fire was
moderate and inaccurate at the target, mainly a low barrage with
some tracking. AA was also observed at Bremerhaven, Wesermunde
and Neuwerk Island. Weather was pracctically 10/10chs at target
and bombing was PFF. All a/c returned safely.

T/Sgts. John Zarriello, Stuart M. Powell, Oakland V. Bittikofer,
§/Sgts. James E. Arden and Richard Litherland left for 12th RCD.

JOIGNY - The 306th flew the 40th A CBW, plus 12 a/c as the high
group, 40cth C CBW. The 368th flew in the C with Maj. Elberc Odle,
squadron operations officer, flying the lead ship, high group.

The target was a RR bridge at Joigny. Photos show bombing on MPI
for both A and C, but smoke obscuring bridge makes damage assess-
ment impossible from strike photos. Meager and inaccurate AA fire
from Romilly sur Seine was encountered. Weather was gemerally
clear over the target, but our formacion had to drop 1000 feec to
get below clouds at altitude over France. Capt. Sam S. McNeeley,
S-2, and Lt. Stanley Lloyd, armament, were riding in the lead ship.
Lc. William Breslin returned early because of engine trouble and
brought back bombs. Also flying for the 368th were Lts. Johm W.
Curtis, Charles Niblack, William Reece, Leland P. Deck, Walter Sum-

ner. Ivan Oberhelman, Charles Trigg, John Sasser, Donald Shawe and
crewvs.

Lts. Philip J. Field and Guillermo Perez returned to station after
DS with 305th Group.

LAON/ATHIES A/D and DENAIN/PROUVY A/D - The 306th flew 36 a/c plus
two spares to form the 40th A CBW. The lead group had bomb rack
malfunction over the primary, but low and high groups bombed with
good results. Lead group circled to the right and in coming back on
the bomb run was blocked out by another formacion. As the A/D ap-
peared to be well hit, the group lead went to the secondary, Demain
Prouvy, and bombed. The 368th flew 10 planes in the lead group.

Lt. George A. DeVack flew the lead ship with Maj. Charles Flannagan,
369th, who was Wing air commander. Other pilots were Lts. Elton
Rabe, Leland P. Deck, William Breslin, Henry Dryar, Dean C. Allen,
William Reece and Walter Sumner. Lc. John Sasser flew as spare and
returned as briefed. No E/A were seen and our support was excellenc.
Slight, accuracte AA fire from Laon/Couvron, Laon/Athies and Laon/
Chambray decoy damaged all a/c in the lead group, one in low and
none in high. Lt. Deck came out alone and was hit three times over
Dunkirk. Flak was observed as Antwerp, Brussels and Lille. Weather
was broken to overcast at Brussels, clear ac the target, broken on
rerturn, with persistent concrails ac 16,000 feet and up over England.

Sgt. Roy C. Ficklin, Jr.; wounded in accion.
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LEIPZIG - Fifcy a/c were dispatched by the 306th, plus two PFF

flying lead, low and high group of the 40th A CBW. Maj. Maurice
Salada, our C.0., was wing commander. The 368th flew 12 planes
piloted by Lts. William Breslin, Henry Dryar, Ivan Oberhelman,
Walter Summer, John Sasser, Williaim keece, Edward Pattom, Harley
Hutsell, Wayne Erwin, Dean C. Allen, Leland Deck and Charles Ni-
black. Operations were abandoned over England when extremely dense
and persistent contrails left by preceding wings hampered and pre-
vented final assembly.

Capts. Russell Lund, J. Bruce McMahon and Jack Samway, and 1st Lts.
Devey O. Jones and George Tapper headed for the 12ch RCD and home.

1

3
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NOBALL - The Group flew a combat wing of lead and low groups,
consiscting of 12 a/c and one spare each. Maj. Elbert Odle led
the lead group. Lts. Johmn W. Curtis, Frazier McDevett, Ivan O-
berhelman, Leland Deck and Charles Niblack flew lead squadron
of the lead group, and Lts. William Reece, Edward Pattom and
Dean C. Allen flew low element of the lead group. Bombing was
PFF over 10/10ths cloud, with results unobserved. No fighter
opposition was encountered. Flak was from slight to moderate,
inaccurate on low group at 5034N-0223E. All a/c returned.

Joining the squadron today were: 2nd Lts. Anthony J. Carlino
and Bennectt R. Schwarcz; F/Os James T. McStay and Max J. Bruton;
S/Sgts. Alexander W. Chominski and Earl E. Hall; Sgts. Keith J.
Thompson and Everect L. Findley, and Cpls. Frank L. Watkins and
John J. Fredericks, and Pfc. Ralph A. Cervello.

BEAUMETZ~LES-AIRE - The Group flew 12 a/c and one spare as E
Force of 40ch CBW on cthis Noball targect. No 368th planes were
assigned. Bombing was excellent, photos show strikes covering
the MPI. No fighters, no AA. Weather excellenc.

RELY - This second Noball target of the day included 12 planes
and one spare from the 306th as B Force of the 40th CBW. They
vare unable to identify the targec on the first run, and on a
second run sctill could not pick it up. No bombs were dropped and
all wvere recurned except for 12 x 500 booby traps, which were
jetcisonned. No fighters, while flak was moderate and accurace

at Bruay and again in the vicinity of Numcq A/D. All planes re-
turned. Maj. Elberc Odle led, with Lts. Elton Rabe, Walter Summer,
Ivan Oberhelman, Carl A. Johnson, Edward Pattom, Charles Trigg,
Harley Hutsell and William Micchell.

1st Lc. Philip J. Field was promoted to captain, 3 July,

2nd Les. M. E. Chriscianson, Wayne Erwin, Frazier T. McDevectct,
Joseph Nieznanski, Ivan Oberhelman, Edward Patton, Ermest Skrainar
and Philip Tomasella were promoted to lst Lts., 3 July.

LEIPZIG ~ The 306th flew lead-and low groups in the 40th CBW. Ren-
dezvous and assembly were complicated by both rain and thick cloud
above 6,000 feec, and assembly, in spicte of poor visibilicy, was
eventually made below this level. Each group consisted of 18 a/ec
and one spare. Maj. Maurice V. Salada led the formation, with Lt.
George T. DeVack leading the low group. Lts. Charles Trigg, Walter
Summer, John Sasser, William Breslin, William Mitchell and Harley
Hutsell flew in the high squadron of the low group, and Lts. Dean
C. Allen and Henry Dryar flew in the low squadron of the low. No
fighter actacks, aud the only AA gun fire was at Leipzig, where it
was moderate to intense barrage, mostly inaccurate. Three planes
suffered slight damage and five had severe damage. Smoke from pre-
vious bombing and haze made bombing difficult. Crews reported smoke
from bombing all over the Leipzig area.
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CORBIE, near Amiens - Our group was called on for E Force of

12 a/c and one spare, and F Force of 12 a/c and one spare. Lts.
Charles Niblack, William Micchell, Edward Patton, Charles Trigg,
Carl A. Johnson and Donald Shawe flew in the low group of F.

Lt. Dean C. Allen flew as spare in the lead group, and filled

‘dn the low element when one of the planes failed to make rendez-

vous. Our planes failed to bomb because of weather, which was
10/10ths undercast from IP to target and most of the way out.
Almost all AA damage due to deviation from the route in a vain
effort to locate a target of opportunity.

2nd Lts. Dean C. Allen, Claude R. Brown and Robert E. Stevenson
were promoted to 1lst Lts, 5 July.

2nd Lts. Robert L. Dodge, Robert E. Laden, Billy D. Wagoner and
Sam J. Hatton; S/Sgt. Richard D. Hills reported for duty.

- RR BRIDGES in ANGERS AREA - Leading the First Bomb Division, the

306ch flew 12 a/c as lead and 12 as low group of 40th A CBW, as
well as two spares. Lts., William Breslin, Ivan Oberhelman, Walter
Sumner, William Reece, Frank Krzyston and Fenry Dryar flew in the
lead group. No E/A were encountered, and P-31s gave close support
throughout the mission. AA fire was meagre and inaccurate, except
for Lt. Oberhelman's ship. Pictures indicate direct hits on two
bridges, one at Le Creusil and the other at Bauchemaine on the
Maine River. Weather was clear over the targets.

MUNICH - The 306th flew 18 planes and one spare as high group in
the 40th A CBW and 18 a/c and one spare as high group of the B

CBW. Lts. William Nash, Dean C. Allen, John Sasser, Wayne Erwin,
William Mitchell, Harley Hutsell, George Weinel, Donald Shawe and
Edward Pacton, as spare, flew in the 40th A high group. Lt. Hutsell
aborted due to materiel failure. No damage from flak and all a/ec
returned. Good support by P-51s and P-47s. Bombing was PFF and both
groups thought bombing was good, although pictures show 10/10ths
clouds. Crews thought bombs landed near center and mortheast of

the city. Moderate flak at the target, but well below the forma-
tion, due to chaff.

MUNICH - Eighteen 306th a/c and one spare flew as the lead group,
40th CBW. Rendezvous and assembly were good. Lts. William Reece,
Ivan Oberhelman, Edward Patton, Henry Dryar and John J. Allen flew
from our squadron. Bombing was PFF wicth 10/10ths undercast. Crews
feel bombs were well placed near the center of the city. Fighcer
support was good, with no opposition. AA fire was a wide, moderate
barrage, and low due to chaff from the wings ahead of us. No damage
to any of our planes. ¢

lst Lt. Alfred Sctillwell relieved from duty and departed for 12th
RCD.

MUNICH - The 306th provided lead and low groups of the 40th B CBW.
Each group consisted of 18 planes and one spare. Lts. John Sasser,
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Walter Sumner, Edward Patcton, Charles Niblack, Donald Shawe
George A. Weilnel, and Wayne Erwin as spare, flew in the 1eaé

No E/A observed. There was close support from our fighters. AA
fire ac target was a moderate to intense barrage, followed by
tracking. It was much more severe than the two previous missions
with 11 serious and seven minor damaged planes. Lt. Sasser was
forced to land at Gransden Lodge at 1348 on the way back, without
any injuries. His plane was severely damaged by flak and ran out
of gas. No. 2 engine was vibrating excessively as prop controls
were out, and the engine was losing oil. Both Mickeys went out
during cthe bomb rum, but after the course had been set up. By
this time che center of the city was visible, so lead bombardier
made minor course corrections and sec the race visually. Pictures
show lead group's bombs in the center of town, between the eascern
end of the M/Y and Old Town. Weather was 10/10ths for practically
the entire mission.

COMPLETING their tours and heading for home were: Capt. Philip J.
Field and Lts. John W. Curtis, Joseph A. Bischof, Paul R. Carscen,
Charles Trigg, Elton C. Rabe, John J. Polich and Mitchell Antoon.

MUNICH - Sixteen a/c as lead group of the 40th A CBW and 17 as che
lov group of the 40th A were furnished today by the 306th. Lt. George
T. DeVack led the low, with Lts. Harley Hutsell, Donald Shawe, Wil-
liam Nash, Walter Summer, George Weinel, Ivan Oberhelman, lLeland P.

. Deck, Henry Dryar and John J. Allen in the same group. The low

group .u.soved the route as briefed until about five minutes before
the IP. During the climb the low group lost the lead group in clouds
and contrails. Having no PFF, the low group circled twice looking
for a formacion wich PFF. Finding none, they proceeded to look for

a target of opportunity. All dropped on the T.0., except Lts. DeVack
and Shawe. gt. Drzag lost the formation at the IP, joined a group
with a K in the criangle and bombed with them. Pictures showed 10/
10chs clouds. No E/A arrived, and AA fire at the target was moderate,
mostly low and inaccurate, both tracking and barrage. Practically all
damage received came from six guns at Tremonde. Eight a/c suffered
severe damage. All of our planes returnmed, but one from the 369th
was reporcted as missing.

HAM and JUSSY - Bridges were on the menu today, with the 306th fly-
ing the complete 40th B CBW and providing 12 a/c as the lead for
the 40th D CBW. Lts. William Nash, William Breslin, CGeorge Weinel,
Donald Shawe, William Reece, Dean C. Allen, Wayne Erwin, Edward Pat-
ton, Robert R. Denny, William Mitchell and Carl A. Johnson flew in
the high group of B. The target this time was a bridge. Pictures
show the lead group slightly over, while the low group put the cea-
ter of its pattern on the bridge. Lt. Reece lost his #2 engine five
minutes before the IP, bombed a target of opportunity and came home
alone. Meager AA fire came from Clastres A/D, and was low and in-
accurate. Weather was solid undercast at the enemy coast and CAVU
at the carget.
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'~ New crews checked into the squadron today were: 2nd Lts. John F.

Machosky, James L. Phillips, Robert R. Swarcrz and William N. Ro-
berts, Jr.; S/Sgts. Lester R. Geisman, Edward R. Lanich and An-
drew J. Dolovacky, and Sges. Gearge S. Dykeman, William D. Scan-
ley and Willie H. Garber.

2nd Lts. Robert J. Chrisjohn, William Russo, Charles N. Levy and
Ralph E. Bordmer; Sgts. Louis R. Gilbert and Allen G. Sigafus,
and Billy R. Fuller, Haig Gadarian, Aylett E. Jacobson and Glenn
A. Korf.

PEENEMUNDE - Flying 18 a/c as the high group in the 40th A CBW,
the 306th also put up 18 a/c as high group in the 40th B CBW. A
good visual run was made. Pictures from our a/c show good bombing
results. Weather was 10/10ths leaving England, decreasing to 7/10ths.
There was a big opening over the targetr with good visibilicy. No
E/A. Fighter support was generally present but not as continuously
or as close at hand as in recent missions. AA gun fire was meager
to moderate, inaccurate, scattered over the target area. Ome a/c
was missing from this operation. Lt. George T. DeVack led the 40ch
A CBW high with Lts. William Nash, Henry Dyvar, Ivan Oberhelman,
Edward Patton, Leland Deck, Harley Hutsell, Dean C. Allen and John
J. Allen. Lt. Robert R. Denny flew spare and returned as briefed.

AUGSBURG - 306th dispatched eleven a/c plus two PFF as lead group
of the 40th CBW . Maj. Maurice V. Salada, our C.0., led the forma-
tion, with Lts. William Breslin, Wayne Erwin, Frazier T. McDevett
and crews. No E/A attacks on our group. Between 12 and 20 S/E Luft-
waffe planes were Seen four minutas before the IP. These made a
pass at the wing ahead. Bombing was visual, and finding the briefed
MP1 completely obscured the lead bocpardier shifted aiming point to
buildings on the NE cormer of the airfield. Hits are believed good.
No pictures are available. Weather was 10/10ths to approximactely 50
minuctes inside enemy territory, decreasing to 3-4/10ths over most
of the route. The AA fire near this group was in the target area.

KOTHEN - Flying in the 40cth B CBW, the 368th provided three planes
in the high element, lead group, Lts. Harley Hutsell, Ivan Oberhel-
man and Leland Deck; three in the high element, high group, Lts.
Charles Niblack, Henry Dryar and Dean C. Allen, and three in cthe
high element, low group, Lts. William Nash and Edvard Patton, and
F/0 James T. McStay. Lt. Walter Summer flew as spare in this group
and returned as briefed. The weather was 10/10ths over the Channel
and clouds and haze obscured the target. Each group bombed separace-
ly. Lead group was interfered with on the bomb run, and after being
shoved into the Leipzig AA fire, bombed Rudolstadt. High group was
over the primary, but leader's bombs would not release due to AA
fire damage. Group later bombed a target of opportunity. Low group
had a good bomb run on primary, at last moment clouds covered the
target and low bombed a town at or very near the primary. No E/A
we-e seen. Damage from flak was rather heavier than usual. AA fire
wa: encountered at Frankfurt, Leipzig, Bic:zzrfield, Bernberg, Halle

anc 3onn. All 368ch planes returned safely. >ut the Group lost tvo-
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S/Sgt. Lavrence Pestexfield, tail gunner on Lt. Dryar's shi
suffered a minor flak wound in cthe fooc. - P

2nd Lcs. Henry Dgyar, Charles Niblack and Leland Deck promoted
to lst Lts, 16 July.

1sc Lc. Richard Eldridge relieved and deparced for 12th RCD.

EBELSBACH - Our Group flew cthe complete 40th C CBW. Lt. George A.
DeVack led the high group, with Lts. William Breslin, Donald Shawe,
Ivan Oberhelman, Walter Sumner, John Sasser, Frazier McDevecrt,
John J. Alle. Lt. Dean C. Allen wag spare and turned back at 0850
as briefed. Lt. Robert Dodge, who was also in this group, turmed
back at 0937 hours, after feathering #3 engine due to a brokenm oil
line. The continent was practically 10/10ths, except for the tar-
get area, which was clear of clouds but hazy. Bombing was visual.
Photos do not show incendiary strikes. Crews report good results.

No E/A were seen and friendly fighter protection was good. There
was no AA fire at the targec.

1st Lt. Taylor L. Leedy was transferred to the 369th Squadron.

Joining the squadron were 2nd Lts. William A. Ruffin and Edward E.
Huelat, Jr.; F/Os Ira B. Holden, Jr., and John H. Norris; Sgt. Denis
E. McCarthy and Cpla. Lawrence E. Edlund, Jesse H. Bennect, Frank H.
Killinger, John Duda and Wayme H. Laubert.

BREMEN, HAMBURG, KIEL - The Group flew four a/c behind three PFF

a/ec in one formacion to a control point south of Heligoland, chere
dividing to bomb three targets: Bremen, Hamburg and Kiel. Lt. William
Reece and William Mitchell participated in this mission. No bombs
were carried, each a/c dropping 10 x G-15s on respective targets.

No E/A vere seen and AA fire was slight, tracking, meager barrage,

with accurate tracking at Kiel. Bremen and Hamburg both 10/10ths, and
Kiel was free of clouds but hazy.

2nd Les. D. C. Allen and Willf{am Nash were promoted to 1lst Lts, 17
July.

Evadee Ivan Glaze was transferred to Mitchell Field, NY.

ST. LO = 306th flew 40th B Force of four groups, each made up of 12
a/e. Lt. Guynn Boswell led Baker 3 group, with Lts. William Nash,
Robert Dodge, Leland Deck, Heory Dryar, William Breslin, Robert R.
Denny, Frazier McDevett, Charles Niblack, Donald Shawe, Walter Sum-
ner and F/O James T. McStay. P-38s provided area support throughout
the mission. No AA fire. Weather was 9 to 10/10cths until justc over

.the target area, when a clear gap enabled all but the first group to

idencify the target in time to bombs. No pictures available from Baker
3. Lead bombardier shifted MPI to crossroads at LaChapelle and states
bombs hit as aimed. All a/c returned.

The Group also provided the six ship lead group of 40ch C. Lt. Dean
C. Allen flew with this group. The group on the right prevented pro-
per swing for briefed MPI, lead bombardier then chose an aiming point
a half mile to the east. Yeather was clear at the target. Close,
friendly support.
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lst Lc. William G. Micchell, Jr., was cransferred to the 369th
Squadron.

“’-‘l

(_?; ST. LO - Four groups of 12 a/c each were the contribution of the G
306th as the 40th B CBW, and another six a/c were the lead squad-
ron of the composite 40th C CBW. Lt. Guwynn Boswell led the B 3
Group with Lrs. William Nash, Leland Deck, Ivan Oberhelman, Heary \
Dryar, William Breslin, Robert Denny, Frazier McDevett, John Sas- ’1
ser, Donald Shawe, Walter Summer and F/O James McStay. Lt. Dean
C. Allen flew with the C 4 CBW. Bombing was done from about
12,000 feect. B-3 found the MPI obscured by smoke, which made pos-
itive identification difficulc, so bombardier aimed beyond MPI.
Pictures show strikes between St. Gilles and Canisy. C-4 Group
pictures show hits starting at MPI. Good area support throughout. -
Weather was solid from 13,000 feet up.

26 1st Lt. William Reeder promoted to captain, 20 July. lst Lt. Don-
ald R. Ross promoted to captain, 24 July.

2nd Lts. Paul H. Anderson, Albert Burnett, Charles F. Donahue,
Robert N. Houser, Robert Lewandowski, Joseph Marlovits and Leo E.

- — —

l1st Lt. Ralph W. Schreiter, S—-2, assigned to the 368th.

28 MERSEBURG -~ The 306th flew 34 a/c, plus two PFF, as the 40th A CBW. s
Asgsembly was satisfactory and route was flown as briefed. Lt. George
T. DeVack led the 40th A low group with Lts. Charles T. Niblack,
Dean C. Allen, Ivan Oberhelman, George Weinel, Wayne Erwin, Harley .
Hutsell, Edward Patton, Walter Sumner and crews. Lt. John J. Allen
flew spare and turned back at 0757 hours. On the way back, Lc. Wei-
nel, with two engines out, landed at Woodbridge. He was escorced
from GErmany to the enemy coast by P-51s. Primary was bombed at 0950 ”1
by PFF. Results were unobserved because of 10/10ths undercast, con- -
firmed by photos. Friendly fighter support was excellent all the way.
P-51s, in pairs, provided excellent support for stragglers. AA fire -
was low, inaccurate barrage firing into chaff on the bomb run, fol-
lowed by meager, accurate tracking on the turn off target.

2nd Lt. Richard H. Claeys, pilot, assigned from Hdq. BADA, ASC, o3
USSTAF.

Capt. Alfred Weld relieved and departed for 12th RCD.
30 2nd Lt. Fordie K. Lucas, radar navigator, assigned from Statiom 102.

31 The 306th flew 34 a/c plus two PFF as 40th A CBW. Route was flown
as briefed. B/Gen. Howard Turner led the CBW. Lts. John Machosky, i
John J. Allen, M. E. Christianson, Harley Hutsell, Frazier McDevett,
George Weinel and F/0 James McStay flew in the lead group. Lt. Ro-
bert Dodge flew as a spare and filled in for Lt. Christianson at
1040 hours, when the lacter turned back with a supercharger out.
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served. Weather was 7 to 10/10ths over the whole route. P=-Sls
gave close supporc, with no gaps. No AA fire except at targec,

which grew more intense as the group following came over, both
tracking and barrage.

Capt. William Reeder, and Lts. William Breslin, Donald Shawe,
Franz Ed Tingler, Philip Tomasella, William Reece, Carl A. Johnson
and Rodger C. Lewis left for the 12th RCD.



Squadron Diary 92
368ch BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)

1944

AUGUST ',an Lt. Robert J. Curran, navigator, assigned to squadron.

3 MERKWILLER = Maj. Maurice Salada, 368th C.0., was air comman-

der for the 40th A CBW, which included 36 a/c and three spares
from the 306th Group. Lts. William Nash, George Weinel and Edward
Patton flew in lead. Lt. Frazier McDevett, John Machosky, M. E.
Christianson flew in the low, and Lts. Charles Niblack, Robert
Dodge and John J. Allen flew in the high. S/Sgt. Donald W. Ur-
dahl, radio operator on Lt. Niblack's crew, was wounded by flak.
No E/A activity, no a/c damage, and no AA fire at the target, but
very accurate at Moutzen. Some bombs of the 40th A lead appeared
to be off to the right. Lov and high groups appear to be in smoke
on the MPI.

lst Lt. John C. Wilson, who was DS to 40th CBW, was assigned and
joined the squadron from lst Bomb Division.

4 ANKLAM - Thircy-six a/c of the 306th flew the 40th C CBW. One,
possibly two, black ME 109s made a distant and half-hearted pass
at the low squadron, high group. No AA fire on this group through-
out the mission. Our pictures show high explosives of the lead
group on the MPI. Incendiaries of the high and low groups as brief-
ed. Lt. George DeVack led the high group, wicth Lts. William Nash,
Frazier McDevert, Wayne Erwin, George Weinel, Harley Hucsell, M. E.
Chriscianson, Edward Patton and F/0 James McStay. Lt. John Ma-
chosky flew as spare.

5 DOLLBERGEN - The 40th B CBW consisted of 36 a/c from the 306th,
while another 12 were in the high group, 40th C CBW. High Group,
40ch C followed the same route as 40th B throughout, except that
after flying over the obscured primary, the high proceeded to bomb
Stendal A/F, which was the assigned secondary. Strike photos of the
40th B show solid pattern on the briefed MPI, and the 40th C high
was also "on" the Stendal A/F. Lt. Guynn Boswell led the 4Oth B
High with Lrs. William Nash, Wayne Erwin, Leland Deck, Dean C. Al~-
len, Walter Sumner, Henry Hutsell, Frank Krzyston, Edward Pacton,
Charles Niblack, Robert Dodge and Frazier McDevett. F/0O James Mc-
Stay flew as a spare and returned to base as briefed. Lts. Deck,
Erwin, Hutsell and Allen, due to mechanical difficulties, left the
formation to bomb targets of opportunicy at Neuhof, Wesermunde,
Oderburg and Prutzke, respectfully. No E/A attacks on either CBW.
AA fire was moderate, fairly accurate, and there was none at Scen-
dal A/F.

Lt. Walter Sumner was promoted to lst Lt., 28 July.

7 MONTBARTIER and ST. LOUBES - The 306th flew 36 a/c as the 40th B
CBW and six a/c as the 306th high composite group of cthe 40th C,-plus
one spare with the 92nd Group in 40th A. Maj. Maurice V. Salada,
368ch C.0., led the 40cth B with Lts. John Sasser, Charles Niblack,
William Ruffin, Frazier McDevect, Robert Chrisjohn, Dean C. Allen,
Leland Deck, M. E. Christianson and Henry Dryar flying in the lead
group. Lt. Edward Patton flew with the 40th C high group, and Lt.
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BRANDENBURG A/F: The 306th flew 36 A/C as 40th B CBW and

12 A/C as high group of 40th C CBW. High Group, 40th C,
followed same route as 40th B throughoutexcept, that after
flying over primary target, which was then obscured by
smoke, high group proceeded to bomb Stendal A/F, the as-
signed secondary. Strike photos of 40th B CBW show solid
pattern of bombs on briefed primary MPI, and also of 40th

C High on Stendal A/F. Lt. Gwynn Boswell led the 40th B
high with Lts. William Nash, Wayne Erwin, Leland Deck, Dean
C. Allen, Walter Sumner, Harley Hutsell, Frank Krzyston,
Jesse Patten, Ch-rles Niblack, Robert Dodge and Frazier
McDevett. F/O James McStay flew as a spare and returned as
briefed. Lts. Deck, Erwin, Hutzell and Allen, due to mech-
anical difficulties, dropped their bombs on T/Os as Neuhof,
Wesermunde, Oderburg and Prutzke, respectfully. No E/A at-
tacks on either 40th B or high group of 40th C. A/A fire was
moderate and fairly accurate. none at Stendal. All our A/C
returned.

Lt. Sumner was promoted to lst Lt, effective 28 July 1944.

BOHLEN: Thirty-five A/C bomved as 40th B CBW. No fighter op-
position on this group. At about 1009 two to four B-17s in
wing ahead were seen going down under enemy attack. From two
minutes after IP to target for a period of five minutes, for-
mation was under intense, accurate tracking flak. Out of 35
A/C over the target, two were hit and have not returned to
base. Thirty-three returned, of which 31 are damaged, 18 se~
verely. Target was by CBW in front and dense cloud of black
smoke covered the briefed MPI. Lead bombardier shifted aim-
ing point and pictures show strikes on new MPI. Major Maurice
Salada led the formation. Lt. Gwynn Boswell led the High with
Lts. Charles Niblack, John Machosky, Leland Deck, Frank Krzy-
ston, Jesse Patten, Ivan Oberhelman, Henry Dryar, Robert Den-
ny and William Ruffin. All our A/C returned.

lst Lt. Stanley N. Buck assigned and joined the squadron from
HQ, U. S. Strategic Air Forces.

F/0 James McStay was honorably discharged to accept appoint-
ment as a 2n d Lt, effective 10 Aug 1944.
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AUGUST (gon't) Roberc R. Denny flying as spare joined and bombed with the 92nd
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12

Group. 40th B bombing of oil scorage at Moncbarcier was excel-
lent. The crews came back with a feeling of having "drawn a
blank". Pictures showed no fires as might be expected from a well
hic oil targer. 40th C pictures showed the target at St. Loubes
well hic with a big colummn of smoke. There was only meager, inac-
curate tracking AA fire upon crossing cthe French Coasc.

CAEN ~ Flying as the 40th C CBW, cthe 306th flew 36 a/c, and had
another 12 a/c with the 40th B CBW. Major Elbert Odle, our oper-
ations officer, led the 40th B High group with Lts. John Sasser,
Harley Hutsell, John Machosky, Frank Krzyston, William Ruffin,
Walter Sumner, M. E. Christianson, Robert Dodge, Robert Chrisjohn,
Robert R. Denny, Fenry Dryar and John J. Allen. Experienced crews
report the AA fire was most accurate ever expsrienced, moderate

to intense along the entire area from Vire to the target. Strike
photos from lead and low show hits very close to briefed MPI. 40th
B high did not bomb, arriving in the target area so close to the
expiracion of bombing time cthat they dared not drop. Lt. Dean C.
Allen's plane was damaged beyond repiar when hit by another a/c on
landing. T/Sgt. Russell J. Schonekas, togglier, and Sgt. A. J. Man-
deloro, photographer, were both wounded by flak.

1stc Lts. Eugene Skrainar and Harry Wilson departed for the 12th RCD.

Joining the squadron as new crews were: 2nd Lts. Leon A. Risk,
George W. Purnell, Frank M. Seiford; F/O James W. Johnson; Sgt.
William Carrasco, and Cpls. Max D. Houston, Sewell E. Browm,
Romeo A. Basso, Jr., Richard Cooper and Joseph Hoffman.

2nd Lts. Clarence L. Halliday and Gene B. Howe; S/Sgts. Donald M.
Hawkins and Charles H. Crane; Sgts. Robert M. McGillivray and Henry
G. Trimmer, and Cpls. Clifford O. Rasmussen and Albert J. Stalder.

ULM - Thirty-six 306th a/c took part as the 40th A CBW. Lt. Gwymn
Boswell led the low group with Lts. Charles Niblack, Wayne Erwin,
Henry Dryar, John Machosky, Dean C. Allen, Leland Deck and Robert R.
Denny. No E/A and no AA on this group. 40th A leader made twvo runs
on the visual secondary, Ulm. Low group bombed on first bomb run

and lead bombardier feels bombing was good. Clouds covered the targec

just as bombs went away so the pictures are negative. All planes re-
turned.

F/O John H. Norris was appointed 2nd Lt., 30 July.

1st Lt. George Weinel deparcted for 12th RCD. .
2nd Lts. Charles U. Rapp, Parker Snead and Michael Vlahos were pro-
moted to lst Lts., 7 August.

CHAMONT AIR STRIP - The 306th flew 35 a/c as cthe 40th C CBW, and one
plane flew and bombed with the 91st Group. The route was as briefed,
with scattered clouds at differenc alcitudes up to 14,000 feec, and
assembly over England was hampered. No clouds, no E/A ac the targec.
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AUGUST (con't) The only AA fire was a few bursts high and to the rear as the @ = _
formation turned off the target. Pictures show a pattern of bombs ﬁ?
which blankets the air strip. Maj. Elbert Odle led the Wing forma-
tion, with Lts. John Sasser, William Nash, Walter Summer, James Mc

Stay, John J. Allen, Dean C. Allen, Ivan Oberhelman, John Machosky -

and Robert Chrisjohn. Lt. Henry Dryar flew as a spare and returned |

as briefed. -
13 ROADS IN ROUEN AREA - No E/A opposition was encountered by the 36 "’!
- a/c from the 306th flying as 40ch A CBW. Moderate, accurate track-

ing flak at Flers, and after turning east there. Bombing was good,

with photos showing the low group on the MPI. Lead group on road ™
from Evreux to Pacy sur Eure, and the high group on a road south |
of Montfort. Lt. Guwynn Boswell flew with Maj. Charles Flannagan, :
who led the Wing formacion. Lts. Harley Hutsell, John Machosky,

Wayne Erwin, Heory Dryar, Kenneth Eros, Edward Patton, Charles Ni- '7
black and Padraic B. Evans flew in the lead. Lt. Robert Chrisjohn

was the spare and returned as briefed.

Lt. M. E. Chrisctianson departed for 12th RCD. ’j
i

14 FLORENNES/JUZAINE A/D and CHIVRES A/D: The 306th flew 36 a/c plus
three spares as the 40th C CBW. The primary was obscured and the
formation turned to the secondary but found it also obscured, like=-
wise the briefed last resort. The Wing finally came back on brief-
ed course to the south of Luxembourg. Low and lead bombed Floren-
nes/Juzaine A/D and the high bombed Chievres A/D. There was no E/A
opposition, and AA fire was meager, low tracking at both targets.
Low and lead group bombs hit the northwest dispersal area, while
high group photos show strikes in the eastern dispersal area. Lts.
Leland Deck, Dean C. Allen and John Machosky flew in the lead. Lts.
Ivan Oberhelman, Walter Sumner and Padraic Evans flew in the low
group. Lt. George A. DeVack led the high with Lts. Wayne Erwin,
Frank Krzyston and Edward Patton.

-

R (W |

15 FRANKFURT/ESCHBORN A/D - With 28 a/c, the 306th flew as the 40ch
B CBW. PFF equipment used as a navigational aid only worked satis-
factorily. Fighter support was strong except for a short gap, per-
mitting 20 S/E planes to attack the formation immediately behind.
Tracking AA fire at the target was especially accurate on the lead
group, six receiving serious damage. Final pictures of bombing show
entire northern disperal area covered by smoke and bursts. Lt. John
Sasser led the low, with Lts. Charles Niblack, Dean C. Allen, Robert
R. Denny and Walter Sumner. Lts. Edward Patton, William Nash, Ivan
Oberhelman, John Machosky and William Ruffin failed to takeoff due
to heavy fog which rolled in while the formation was taking off.

17 ist Lt. Theodore Cumberledge departed for the 12cth RCD. &
18 1st Lt. Joseph Nieznanski departed-for the 12th RCD. ’

-
20 1st Les. Richard L. Moore, adjutant, and Edward M. Seifried oro-
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2nd Lc. Joseph W. Shepherd promoted to lst Le., 24 July. lsc Les.
Roy E. Buchanan and George T. DeVack promoted to captains, 19
and 18 August, respectively.

MERSEBERG and VORDEN A/D - Today the 306th flew 34 a/c plus two
PFF as cthe 40ch C CBW. Lts. Edward Patton, Kenneth Eros, Padra-
ic Evans, Heary Dryar and F/0 James McStay flew in the lead. Lt.
Guwynn Boswell led the low. No E/A attacked, and the only accurate
AA wvas encountered in the primary target area. The deputy lead
took over after a smoke bomb went off inside the Group leader's
aircraft over England. On the way in, the deputy leader's bomb
bay doors would not open, it was necessary to use the piloc's
emergency release. He picked the main Merseberg refinery planc
instead of the briefed waterworks, with pictures showing hits
slighely west. Lt. Boswell, due to an oxygen leak, left the for-
mation and bombed Stade A/D.

PEENEMUNDE and PAROW - Thirty-four a/c and two PFF planes flew for
the 306ch as the 40th A CBW. All three groups were over the pri-
mary, although only the High group bombed it. The Lead group, due
to smoke did nmot pick up the actual MPI until it was too late to
bomb accuractely. The Low group bombardier picked up the MPI, but
bombs failed to release. Both lead and low groups dropped on the
secondary, Parowv. Lts. William Nash and Walter Summer flew in the
Lead group. Lts. Dean C. Allen, Kenmech Eros and F/O McStay flew
in the Low group, and Lts. Robert Dodge, John Machosky and Pad-
raic Evans flew in the High. Lt. Evans, returning alone on three
engines from the target area, was escorted over ememv territory by
firsc, four P-5ls and later by four P-47s. Tracking AA gun fire was
moderate and inaccurate on the Lead, accurate on the Low, and inac-
curate on the High. Sgt. George S. Dykeman, ball turret gunner, was
wounded in the arm. Lt. Edward Patton turmed back at 0845 due to a
mechanical failure.

GELSENKIRCHEN - With 36 planes as the 40th B CBW, the weather per~-
mitted only the High group to bomb. Pictures show the target, but
smoke makes it difficult to place exact bomb patterm. Barrage and
tracking AA fire was encounctered for seven minutes in the targec
area. Our own 1lst Lt. Dean C. Allen and his crew vent down due to
flak, Pilots William Ruffin and John A. Murphy reported that the
plane took a direct flak hit in cthe left wing, blowing off the wing
top, and skin peeling back to the #1 engine. The plane went into a
dive and then fell apart. Three chutes were seen but no fire. This
happened at 1234 hours. Members of the crew were

Lt. Dean C. Allen P T/Sgt. Harvey J. Perkey, eng
Lc. Charles U. Rapp, CP S/Sgt. Eugene W. LeVeque, bt
Lt. Charles H. Evans, Jr. N S/Sgt. Richard C. Huebotter, w
Lt. Michael L. Vlahos, B . S/Sgt. James R. Carey, tg

T/Sgt. Robert B. Newsbigle, ro
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AUGUST (con’t) S/Sgts. Denis E. McCarthy and Sherman D. Bennett each received
minor flak wounds.

el

27 WILHELMSHAVEN - Putting up 22 a/c plus two PFF ships, the 306th
flew in the lead and low groups of 40th B CBW. The weather was
such that the formation could not get through to the briefed pri-
mary due to a high front, and therefore bombed a target of oppor-
tunity, Wilhelmshaven. Fighter support was good despite the devia- ﬂj

3

tion from the briefed route. Results of bombing were unobserved

because of 10/10ths undercast. Photos do not show strikes but do

provide positive target identification. Maj. Maurice Salada, our =
C.0., led the formation, with Lt. Gwynn Boswell as his pilot. Lts. m]
Padraic Evans, Wayne Erwin, Robert Chrisjohn and John Machosky }
flew in the lead. All our planes returned.

29 Maj. Robert H. Farwell assigned from the 8th AFRD. '7
2nd Lts. Robert R. Denny and Robert Dodge promoted to lst Lts.,

30 KIEL - Thirty-four a/c plus two PFFs were our contribution to the )
40th A CBW. There was no E/A opposition to this group, and moder-

ate AA fire ac the target was inaccurate. Bombing was PFF and all
planes returned. Maj. Elbert Odle led the Wing formation. Lt. John
Sasgser led the high with Lts. Dellon Bumgardnmer, John J. Allen,
John Machosky, Robert R. Denny, Charles Niblack, Padraic Evans,
Walter Sumner and F/0 James T. McStay. Sgt. Charles E. Koegel, en-
gineer for Lt. Evans, received slight injuries while operating the
top turret.

1

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSES were presented to 368th flyers during a July meetingi‘
1st Lc. William D. Reeder 1st Lt. Wi{lliam H. Breslin T/Sgt. Warren ¥. Gentle

1st Lt. Joseph A. Bischof 1lst Lt. Donald H. Shawe T/Sgt. Robert B. Morrow =
1st Lt. John J. Polich 1st Lt. Jack G. Marshall T/Sgt. Francis J. O'Brien |
1st Lt. Ernest A. Skraimar 1lst Lt. Elton C. Rabe T/Sgt. Joseph F. Dunten

1st Lt. Charles L. Trigg 1st Lt. William L. Cullen T/Sgt. James R. Borchers -
1lst Lt. Paul H. Carsten §/Sgt. William A. Davis T/Sgt. Charles J. Hardesty '
1st Lt. George C. Bermer S/Sgt. George R. Kerley S/Sgt. George Y. Wortham

1st Le. William E. Reece S/Sgt. Emmett H. Brunotte S/Sgt. Joseph R. Trigani

1st Lt. Mitchell K. Antoon T/Sgt. Edgertom D. Ewing S/Sgt. Eimar E. Ottoson ™
1st Lt. Richard D. Eldridge T/Sgt. James G. Brownell S/Sgt. Wallace Benningfield

1st Lc. Philip A. Tomasella T/Sgt. Jerry Misterman S/Sgt. Ralph E. Milton

1st Lt. Rodger C. Lewis T/Sgt. Charles E. Lane S/Sgt. Chester J. Predko -
1st Lt. John W. Curtis T/Sgt. Joseph B. Novak S/Sgt. Gaetano Abbatiello

1st Lc. Alden D. Maymes T/Sgt. Edward R. Busch S/Sgt. George B. Foster

1st Lt. John W. James, Jr. T/Sgt. Lester F. Carter S/Sgt. Joseph A. Purello

1st Lt. Robert H. Ehrler T/Sgt. Roy N. Nupen S/Sgt. Lawrence Pesterfield =
1st Lt. Wm. G. Mitchell Jr §S/Sgt. Lewis A. Hudgins S/Sgt. Hubert F. Champlin

PURPLE HEARTS

S/sge. James K. Adkins S/Sgt. Cecil L. Hopkins Sgt. Roy C. Ficklin

-
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lst Lt. Charles T. Niblack promoted to captain, 29 August.

2nd Lts. Robert Borgert, Dellon Bumgardmer and Adrian E. 0'Kon-
ski promoted to lst Lts, 28 August.

Assigned to the squadron were 2nd Lts. William T. McCaulie,
Richard T. Gregg, Robert S. Tomlinson and Charles 0. Holt, Jr.:
Cpls. J. R. Winborn, Harry L. Kabrich, Raymond W. Roy, Lloyd G.
Breeden, Stanley M. Mathes and Clement R. White, Jr.

lst Lc. Guynn A. Boswell promoted to captain, 28 August.

LUDWIGSHAFEN ~ The 306th Group flew 33 a/c, plus three PFF, as

the 40th B Group. There was no E/A opposition on this group, al-
though several possible jec A/C were sighted. AA fire at the tar-
get was moderate tracking and accurate. Bombing was PFF and photos
show a solid undercast. Lts. Walter Summer, Robert R. Demny, Leon
Risk, William Ruffin and Robert Chrisjohn flew in the lead squadron.

LUDWIGSHAFEN - Leading the First Bomb Division, the 306th flew 32
a/c, plus three PFF, as the 40th A Group. Of the three PFF, all
Mickey sets gave either weak or intermittent returns. There was no
E/A evident, except two crews reported seeing twin contrails of
possible jet-propelled A/C. Fighter support before the target was
spotty. AA fire was only over the targec, and this group rode
through with only four damaged a/c. Pictures of bombing show all
bombs east of the Rhine river, with our low squadron on the builtup
warehouse area. Weather was 10/10ths most of the way, with holes.
Lt. Robert R. Denny led the high flight lead with Lts. Leon Risk
and John Machosky. Lt. Walter Sumner led the high flight with Lcs.
Clarence Halliday and Robert Chrisjohm. Lt. John Sasser led the
high squadron; Lt. Padraic Evans led the high elemenc, high squad-
ron, with Lts. William Ruffin and Kennech Eros.

Major Maurice V. Salada, 368th Squadron commander, was promoted to
Lt. Col., 2 September.

Lt. Jack G. Marshall relieved and assigned to 8th AFRD.
1st Lt. Claude R. Brown transferred to Hdq., European division, ATC.

LUDWIGSHAFEN -~ The 306th flew 33 a/c and three PFF ships as the
40ch A Group. Observed fighter support was fair. The only AA fire
on this group was at the target where there was a moderate, low
barrage before bomb drop, and tracking fire afcer bombs were gone.
Our lead squadron made a PFF run and the low dropped on the lead.
Qur high squadron made a visual rum. Lts. Clarence Halliday and
Dellon Bumgardmer returned early because of maceriel failure. Lts.
John J. Allen, Robert L. Edwards, Kenneth Eros, Robert R. Denmny,
Padraic Evans and Robert Chrisjohn flew in the low squadron.

STUTTGART - P-S5Sls gave excellent support to our 34 a/c and two PFF
planes which were designaced the 40th B Group. AA fire was meager
to moderate tracking, mostly low, at the targec. Bombing was visual
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and pictures show direct hits on lead MPI with the pattern ex~
tending east across the M/Y. Lt. John Sasser led the high squad-
ron, with Lts. John J. Allen, Robert L. Edwards, Dellon Bumgard-
ner, Padraic Evans, John Machosky, Walter Sumner, Robert R. Denny
and Robert Chrisjohn. E

lst Lt. Irving Norton was promoted to captain, 6 September.

2nd Le. James McStay was promoted to lst Lt, 6 September. 2nd Lts.
Padraic Evans and John Machosky were promoted to 1lst Lts., 7 Sept.

EISENACH-LUTZKENDORF -~ The 306th flew 34 a/c, plus two PFF, as
40ch B Group. Lead PFF was unable to pick up the target clearly
at the beginning of the bomb run. Lead was turned over to deputy,
and lacter's scope failed to show town or target. After the curn
off Merseberg, the Group leader took control again and bombed the
visual secondary, Eisenach. The high also bombed Eisenach and the
low bombed Lutzkendorf. Pictures show that Eisenach was hit well.
No E/A attacks on this group, but 20 to 30 ME 1093 and FW 1903 re-
portedly attacked the Wing behind us. Friendly fighters gave us
continuous support. AA fire at Lutzkendorf was meager and inaccu-
rate, while that at Merseberg was accurate tracking, moderate to
intense. Lt. Col. Maurice Salada, 368th C.0., led the group. Maj.
Robert Farwell, Capt. Charles Niblack, and Lts. John Machosky,
William Ruffin, Leon Risk, Walter Summer, Robert L. Edwards, Ro-
bert Chrisjohn and Kennecth Eros flew in the lead squadron. We lost
one a/c today, #836 B, flowm by Lt. Machosky. Lt. Ruffin reporcs
that Machosky's #3 engine was on fire, but not feathered and that
the plane was dropping behind after the IP. It last was seen under
control coming out of the target area. Members of the crew were:

2nd Lc. John F. Machosky P S/Sgt. Edward R. Lanich, eng
20d Lt. James L. Phillips CP Sgt. Alphonse A. Micucta, bt
2nd Lt. Robert R. Swartz N Sgt. William D. Stanley, wg

2nd Lt. William N. Roberts B §/Sgt. Andrew J. Dolovacky, tg
S/Sgt. Lester R. Geisman ro

1st Lts. Frank Krzyston, Frederic Shepard, Edward Pattom, William
Nash, Olin Hoisington, Harley Hutsell, Joe D. Seed, Dennis Toth,
Paul H. Anderson, Robert E. Stevenson and Edward A. Telkamp were
relieved and departed for the 12th RCD.

RUHLAND - The 306th flew 34 a/c and two PFF planes as the 40cth A
Group, a mission in which the Group lost nine a/c, seven to fighrers
and two to AA fire. These losses occurred 14 miles north and east of
Berlin at approximately 1130 hours. Anti-aircraft accounted for our
two losses, Maj. Robert W. Farwell, flying #690-W in the lead squad-
ron, and Lt. John Sasser, #368-0, who was leading the high squadron.
Lt. Robert H. Brown, 369th, said that Maj. Farwell's a/c was hit by
flak north of Berlin, 5211Nx1340E at 1126 hours. There were nine
chutes, one of which appeared not to open. Lt. Habert Underwood, i
423rd, savs that Lt. Sasser's plane went down at 1135 hours, NE of
Berlin, #3 engine having been hit by flak. This a/c spiralled down
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to clouds, no fire, and five chutes vere observed. Lt. William
Macy, 423rd, said this a/c was hic by AA fire before fighters
arrived and that #2 and #4 engines were out, under comtrol, no
chutes at 1127 hours. Members of Lt. Farwell's crew were:

Maj. Robert H. Farwell P S/Sgt. Earl E. Hall, ro
2nd Le. William D Markle CP S/Sgt. Warren F. Wilson, eng
2nd Le. Warren r. srylotf N S/Sgt. Robert K. Wincher bt

2nd Lt. Oliver A. Bomner, Jr. B S/Sgt. Charles C. Williams, Jr. wg
Sgt. Ermesc E. Liandsey, tg

1st Lt. John W. Sasger P Sgt. Virgil S. Mitchelson, eng
1st Le. James T. McStay CP T/Sget. Eugene T. Carroll, ro
2nd Le. Anthony J. Carlino N S/Sgt. Arthur C. Shultz, bt
2nd Lt. Robert E. Banta B S/Sgt. David R. Revolti, wg

S/Sgt. Raymond M. Wilson, tg

In addiction to Maj. Farwell, lead, and Lt. Sasser, leader of the
high, Lts. Kenneth Eros and Habert Underwood flew in the lead; Lt.
John J. Allen, Robert Chrisjohn and Leon Risk flew in the low, and
Lts. Dellon Bumgardnmer and William Ruffin flew in the high.

Sgt. Joseph H. Hoffman, top turret gunner for Lt. Risk, was cred-
ited wicth one FW 190 destroyed. The 190 attacked from 10 o'clock
high, and Hoffman opened fire at 800 yards. At 400 yards the E/A
was starcing to smoke, and then was on fire, and was seen to explode.
Sgt. Frederick J. Vischi of Lt. Allen's crew was credited with one
FW 190 damaged. Two 190s came from 6 o'clock low. Vischi opened
fire on the first at 300 yards, and the E/A rolled over smoking,
and vent into a sceep dive, smoking and on fire. After the actacks
north of Berlin, five a/c of the high squadron joined with the re-
maining a/c of the low group. This new formation tacked onto two
groups ahead and bombed the primary: the lead with two a/c from the
high bombed at 1219.

1lsc Lts. Richard Hodgson, Ivan Oberhelman, Henry Dryar, Waynme Ervinm,
Albert Burmett and Leg E. Richard, and 2nd Lt. Clinton D. Swan depart-
ed for the 12th RCD. ’

2nd Lts. James E. Martin, Willis C. Holder and Jerome M. Wilf; and
Cpls. Carl W. Kraus, Tillman L. Bare, Irving D. Fletcher, Robert E.
Harrington, Jack A. Lawrenz and Leonard B. Davisson joined cthe 368th.

MERSEBERG -~ The 306th flew Ll a/c plus ome PFF as high squadron, 40th
A Group, and 11 a/c plus one PFF as high sduwadron 40ch B Group. No
fighter opposition was encountered, while continuous and very close
support was provided by P-47s and P-5ls. The only AA fire encounter-
ed was at the target where barrage and very accurate tracking fire
damaged 16 of our a/c. 40th A bombing was excellent, dropped om oil

" tanks, and crews reported a large oil fire. Lts. John J. Allen, Ken~

neth Eros, Clarence Halliday, Walter Sumner, William Ruffin and Wil-
liam McCaulie flew in the 4Oth A High.
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Three new crews were assigned to the squadron on this date:

2nd Les. Carl B. Hathaway, Harold N. Morris, Theodore E. Pollard
and James A. Frederick, and Cpls. Meade S. Seaman, Jr., Edward
F. Danaher, Eugene J. Feeney, Raymond H. Norheim, Jr., Marion
Popivchak and Harry E. Sohn.

2nd Lts. Richard W. Jones, Donald M. Sandercock and Louis J. Krze-
mien; F/O Wendell F. Rodgers; Sgt. Coleman Schuver, and Cpls. Se-

bastian Karuss, Alfred R. Dearing, Robert J. Condrey, Jack L. Good-
en and Yuen Hop.

2nd Lts. Joe D. Marsh, Donald C. Schertz and Joseph W. Long; F/0
Milton Rosen; S/Sgt. Raymond J. Yoder; Cpls. Richard G. Atwood,
Roland J. Bocian, Woodrow J. Decoteau, Patrick J. Hanaum, Simpson
J. McGilberry, Jr.

2nd Lt. Robert W. Schroeder, pilot, transferred from the 423rd.

VOLKEL - Flying 34 a/c as the 40cth B. Group, the 306ch bombed in
six sections of six a/c each. There was good area support by P-5ls
and P-47s, wicth no E/A sighted. No flak except on the lead section,
high group, which encountered meager by very accurate fire in the
vicinicty of Vemlo. High section, low squadron, bombed Eindhoven A/D
with hits walking up the NNE-SSW runway. Lts. Robert Dodge, Dellon
Bumgardner, William Ruffin, Walter Sumner, Clarence Halliday, Pad-
raic Evans, Robert Chrisjohn flew in the low squadron.

2nd Lts. Robert J. Scolnik and Billy D. Wagoner promoted to lst Lts.,
14 September.

UNNA - The 306th dispatched 24 a/c as the lead and low squadrons of
the 40th A Grouo. Photos show excellent bombing visually by both
lead and low squadrons. Meager, but accurate flak was reported im-
mediately after bombs away. Major Elbert Odle led cthe group, while
others flying for the 368th were Lts. Walter Sumner, Habert Under-
wood, Leon Risk and Robert R. Denny. Two planes returned early,
four landed at home and 18 landed at Halesworth.

1st Lt. Robert N. Houser transferred to European division, ATC.

Assigned to the squadron were: lst Lt. Sam M. Stallard; 2nd Lt.
Lowell L. Hobbs and Archie M. Neff; T/Sgt. Ishmael D. Cherry;
§/Sgts. Grant G. Poppell, Earl J. McKenna, Edward H. Houser and
Chaun Smith, and Sgt. Denzil L. Parker.

KASSEL - The 306th today flew 12 a/c as high squadron, 40th A Group
and 12 a/c as high squadron, 40th B Group. We had excellent support
and flak was low accurate barrage, then tracking at the targect. 40ch
A leader made his own PFF run and 40th B High was interfered with on
the bomb run by another group and dropped on B lead group. Picrures
show practically solid cloud cover with no idencifiable ground de-
tail. Lct. Robert Dodge led the 40th A High and Lts. John Coyne, leon
Risk, Clarence Hallidayv and Robert L. Edwards flew wicth the A.
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2nd Lts. Robert Curran and Fordie Lucas promoted to lst Lts.,
20 September.

FRANKFURT - The 306ch dispacched 39 a/c, including three spares,
and 36 a/c actacked the PFF secondary as the 40th B Group, while
one of our spares flew with the 384th Group. There was no E/A op-
position, and we had excellent support throughout the day. There
was meager, low and inaccurate tracking flak after bombs awav.
Pictures show a 10/10cths undercast with no ground decail. Lts.
Richard Claeys, Robert R. Denny, Clarence Halliday, William Ruf-
fin, Habert Underwood, Robert Chrisjohn, John Coyne and Kennech
Eros flew in the high squadron.

Combat crewmen joining the squadron include 1st Lt. Edwin D. Woel-
lner, Jr.; 2nd Lts. William Moroz, George S. Gowan, Seymour M.
Feinstein and Joseph L. Blotner; Sgt. Gerald L. Beaupre; Cpls.
Robert C. Corbin, Joe T. Dean, John H. Holzermer, Marcus M. Finley
and Frank Pospiech.

2nd Lts. Richard W. Jones, Frank Krzemien, Donald Sandercock,
F/O Wendell F. Rodgers and crew transferred to 367th Squadron.

2nd Lts. Carl Hacthaway, Theodore Pollard, Harold N. Morris and
James A. Frederick transferred to 367th Squadron.

2nd Lts. Joe D. Marsh, Donald C. Schertz, Joseph W. Long and F/O
Milton Rosen and crew transferred to 423rd Squadron.

lst Lt. Reginald Thayer, Jr., joimed from the 70th RD.

COLOGNE - Flying 36 a/c, the 306th was the 40ch A Group. No E/aA
vere seen and our support was excellent. Flak was moderate, low
barrage before bombs away, gradually coming up to altitude. Bomb-
ing was by PFF for the lead and high squadrons, and photos show
vest of the edge of the city. Low squadron dropped on smoke bombs
of the group ahead, and photos indicate excellent bombing near the
center of the cicty. Pilot William McCaulie turned back at 0705 hours
vhen #4 engine caught on fire. Capt. Charles Niblack took over lead
of the lead squadron for the bomb run when the leader's Mickey went
out. Also flying in the lead squadron were Lts. James E. Martin,
William Ruffin, Richard Claeys, John Coyne, Walter Summer and Kenneth
Eros.

MAGDEBURG - The 306th flew 36 a/c as 40th B Group and six a/c as
high and low flights pf 40th C Group. There were no attacks on the
306th. At 1218 hours, 30 miles east of Kassel, a formation behind
was attacked by FW 190s. They attacked from 6 o'clock high, and
wvere painted with white cowlings, white tails and white stripes on
their wings, like friendly fighters. There was excellent close sup-
port throughout the encire mission with the exception of a 10-minuce
gap. At that time anocher formation was under actack. At the tarzec
AA fire was meager to moderate, mostly low, inaccurate tracking.
Photos show that bombs of all squadrons hit over, probably on the
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east side of the river. Pictures from the six a/c flying with
the composite 40th C show severe damage just north of the cen-
ter of town. Lt. Col. Maurice Salada, 368th C.0., led the group.
Lts. Leon Risgk, Habert Underwood and William McCaulie flew in

the lead; Lts. Walter Sumner, Kennmeth Eros, William Ruffin, Del-
lon Bumgardner, Richard Claeys and John Coyme flew in the 40th C
composite group.

MUNSTER - Twenty-four a/c of the 306th flew as lead and low squad-
rons of 40th A Group. Friendly fighter support and no E/A made for
an easy day for gunners. And there was no flak damage for the 306th.
Lead and low squadrons bombed PFF secondary, and photos show suffi-
cient ground detail to indicate that the bombing was very good.
Capt. Charles T. Niblack flew in the lead squadron. Lt. Robert Dodge
led the low squadron with Lts. Dellon Bumgardmer, Kemneth Eros, John
Coyne and Clarence Halliday.

Capt. Gwynn A. Boswell departed for the 70th RD.

THE FOLLOWING AWARDS WERE MADE AT AN AUGUST SQUADRON MEETING:

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

1st Lt. Frazier T. McDevett, Jr. 1st Lt. Leo E. Richard

1st Lt. George A. Weinel T/Sgt. Gordon E. Wright
1st Lt. Maurice E. Christianson T/Sgt. Stanley B. Haas

1st Lt. Joe D. Seed T/Sgc. Orville C. Huddle
lst Lt. Harley C. Hutsell T/Sgt. Robert W. Church
1st Lt. Wendell C. Leggett S/Sgt. Charles S. Hesson
1st Lt. Theodore C. Cumberledge S/Sgt. Paul A. Morabith
lst Lt. Joseph Nieznanski S/Sgt. Sidney M. Salupsky
1st Lt. Harry Wilson S/Sgt. Florien L. Gesiriech
lst Lt. Dennis Toth S/Sgt. Bennie L. Jefferies
1st Lr. Frank L. Krzyston S/Sgt. Karl C. Madsen

1st Lt. Edward R. Patton S§/Sgt. Merrill B. Immerman
lst Lt. Edward A. Telkamp S§/Sgt. Edmund J. Drost

1st Lt. Guynn A. Boswell S/Sgt. Robert C. Blake

1st Lt. Claude R. Browm S/Sgc. David T. Reese

lst Lt. Ivan W. Oberhelman S/Sgt. James K. Adkins
PURPLE HEART BRONZE STAR

S/Sgc. Domald V. Urdahl T/Sgt. William H. Jones
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KASSEL - Thirty-six a/c including chree PFF flew for the 306th
Group as cthe 40th A Group. The PFF a/c were flown as lead and
deputy lead of lead squadron and lead of high squadron, which
was led by Lt. Padraic Evans. His Mickey equipment went out at
cthe IP, when the electrical syscem failed and, consequently, he
dropped on cthe lead squadron's markers. Pictures from the high
squadron show bomb strikes of the Group behind and about 1500
yards east and north of briefed MPI. The weather was 8/10ths at
the targec with a cloud over the PFF secondary. There was no
fighter opposition, and friendly support was excellent through-
out the mission with the exception of a short gap of about ten
minutes after the targec. AA fire was mainly meager, inaccurace,
low barrage at the carget, resulcing in slight damage to only one
a/c in the lead squadron. The 368th flew in the high squadron,
and members were Lc. Evans, leading, and Lts. Clarence Halliday,
Walter Sumner, William Ruffin, John Coyme, William McCaulie, Ro-
bert Chrisjohn, Richard Claeys and James E. Martin. Lt. Kenneth
Eros flew spare and returned as briefed.

lst Lt. Howard L. Hall was assigned from Hdq., 8th AFCC.

NURNBERG - The 306th flew 24 a/c, including two PFF and two spares,
as lead and low squadrons of the 40th A Group. Bombing was PFF
through 9/10ths undercasc. Both Mickey sets worked satisfactorily
ac the ctarget. Photos show no hits but bomb plots from cime of
bombs away indicate strikes on or very near visual MPI. There was
no E/A, and friendly fighter support was close all the ctime. At
the target AA fire was low and inaccurate, practically all pound-
ing into the chaff trail of groups ahead. The 368th flew in the low
squadron, receiving no flak damage. Lts. William Ruffin, Kenneth
Eros, Max J. Bruton, Robert R. Denny, Clarence Halliday and Robert
Scolnik flew in the low.

lat Lt. Jerry E. Brian was assigned from 8ch AFCC.

2nd Lt. John P. Walsh, engineering, joined from lst Bomb Division.
1st Lts. Robert Lewandowski and Arthur Hammond left for 70th RD.

COLOGNE and KOBLENZ ~ The 306cth flew eleven a/c plus one PFF as high
squadron, 40th A Group. The route of 40th A was about as briefed,
being over Cologne at 1136% hours. 40th B high squadrom followed

the lead squadron about 12 miles north of course, it being over Co-
logne at 1142 hours, and without dropping finally ended up bombing
Cologne at 1207. The high squadron was unable to keep in visual con-
tact vith lead squadron after the IP due to dense contrails. Tempora-
ry weakness of Mickey equipment during run on Cologne made bombing
impossible. After turn off the targec, PFF set resumed its full func-
tion and the squadron made a PFF run and dropped on Koblenz. There
was no E/A opposicion and P-5ls gave close support all the way. 40th
A high encountered moderate, inaccurate tracking flak at Gladbeck
and Cologne, mostly all low due to chaff, and no a/c were damaged.
40cth B high received accurate, tracking fire from about four guns at
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Koblenz, with minor damage to three a/c and one severe.

Lt. Robert Dodge led the low squadron. Others in the low were
Lts. Max Bruton, Walter Sumner, Kenneth Eros, Habert Underwood
and Robert Scolmik. Lt. James E. Martin flew as spare and re-
turned as briefed. .

6 STRALSUND and STARGARD -~ Flying 33 a/c plus three PFF as 4Oth B
Group, the 306th Group alsc had ten planes and two PFF as lead
squadron 40th D Group. On approach to the IP, 40th B lead squad-
ron commander received call from Buckeye Red that primary target
was obscured by 7 to 9/10ths coverage. Therefore, 40th B turned
and atctacked Stralsund, the PFF last resort. 40th D, lead squad-
ron, unable to pick up briefed MPI, visually as required, turmed
right to bomb Stargard. The bombing here was excellent, photos
showing bombs solidly on the northeast dispersal area. There was
no E/A around and about. Fighter support was close all the way in,
but was lacking on the way out. Neither 40th B Group or 40th D
lead squadron found any AA fire at their targets. 40th D lead
had some moderate, low tracking fire at Stettin and meager, accu-
rate tracking at Waabs. Damage, one slight and one severe. Major
Elbert Odle was 40th B air commander and Lt. Padraic Evans was
pilot of the lead a/c. Other 368th members of the lead squadron
were: Capt. Charles T. Niblack, deputy lead, and Lts. Joseph Mar-
lovits, Kenneth Eros, Richard Claeys, John Coyne, Dellon Bumgard-
ner, Robert Scolnik, Max Bruton, James E. Martin and Clarence Hal-
liday.

1st Lt. Charles W. Smith joined the squadron from UK base commun-
icactions zone.

1st Lt. Adrian E. O'Konski departed for 70th RD.
F/O 1ra B. Holden, Jr., promoted to 2nd Lt., 10 September.

7 RUHLAND - The route to the target was substantially as briefed for
the 33 a/c and three PFF of the 306th designated 40ch B Group. The
lead and low squadrons attacked the primary, Ruhland, and both lead
bombardiers used visual reference points because they could not see
the aiming point due to haze and low clouds. The high squadron, un-
able to see either primary, secondary or last resort due to intense
haze and cloud coverage, bombed a T/O at Roszla. There were no E/A
evident. Three S/E jet-propelled planes were seen in the Leipzig
area, but they made no attacks on our group. The flak at Ruhland was
from meager to moderate, tracking and low, before bombs away and then
gradually coming up to altitude. There was meager, accurate tracking
flak from the outskircs of Osnabruck. Battle damage was five slight
and four severe. Lts. Dellon Bumgardner, Joseph Marlovits and William
McCaulie flew in the lead squadron; Lts. Robert Scolnik, James E. Mar-
tin and Max J. Brurton in the low, and Lts. Robert R. Denny, Richard
Claeys and Habert Underwood in the high.

Also today, six a/c of the 306th took off on an Air-Sea Rescue mis-
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. sion, three planes searching in Area C and three to search Area
D. In Area C no observations in the actual search area were re-
ported. However, radio operacor of a/c #438-U, Lt. Risk's plane,
picked up a message giving a bearing and the formation flew to
5320N-0305E, gee fix, where ac 1050 hours an airborne lifeboat
containing from seven to nine men was seen with a white sail.
The Group leader sent an SOS giving the lifeboat position. Our
planes circled the boat and at: approximately 1232 hours two res-
cue launches arrived and took care of the men.

2nd Lt. Henry M. Campbell, pilot, reporcted from 70th RD.

8 F/0 Russell C. Urich, bombardier, joined the squadron from 8th
Fighter Command.

9 SCHWEINFURT - The 306th flew 33 a/c, three PFF and two spares as
40th C Group. Cloud cover at the target was 10/10ths, feacuring
a PFF bomb rum, with the.high and low squadrons dropping on the
lead's markers. Photos confirm a solid undercast with no ground
detail. The lead crew reports a satisfactory bomb run. There was
barrage flak at the target, with some tracking, which was meager
and low. Bactle damage was two slight, two severe in the low
squadron and one slight in the high. There was no E/A opposition
and our support was good. Lt. Padraic Evans led the 40th C high
squadron, with Lts. Joe D. Marsh, Robert Chrisjohn, Richard Claeys,
William McCaulie, Robert Scolnik, John Coyne, James E. Martin and
Max J. Bruton.

Capt. Charles T. Niblack and lst Lts. Parker Snead and Dellon Bum-
gardner transferred to the 70th RD.

1st Lt. Merle P. Brown rejoined the squadron from the UK base com~
municactions zone.

12 1st Lt. Yalter Summer ended his tour and headed for the 70th RD.

14 COLOGNE - The 306th flew 33 a/c, three PFF and three spares as lead
and low of the 40th C Group. Cloud cover at the target was 10/10ths
and bombing was by PFF, the high and low squadrons dropping on the
lead. Photos show solid cloud with no ground detail. The lead crew
reports a satisfactory run. There was barrage fire at the target
wvich some tracking which was meager and low. Battle damage was two
alight, two severe in the low squadron and one slight in the high
squadron. There were no E/A and our support was good. Lt. Padraic
Evans led 40cth C high, with Lts. Joe D. Marsh, Roberc Chrisjohn,
Richard Claeys, William McCaulie, Robert A. Scolnik, John Coyne,
James E. Martin and Max Bruton.

L5 COLOGNE ~ The 306th flew 22 a/c, two PFF and two spares as lead and
low of the 40th B group. Bombing was visual by both squadrons. The
leader of the lead squadron was hit by flak and knocked temporarily
out of control as he was making a PFF run. The deputy, without PFF,
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18

19

took over and dropped on smoke bombs of previous groups over

a visible, built-up area. Low squadron leader dropped on unhit
builet-up area. There was no fighter opposition and our support
was excellent. However, three a/c failed to return today due to
intense and accurate AA fire. All three a/c were from the lead
squadron and incloded #087-F, piloted by Lt. William Moroz of
the 368th. Evidently, he was hit by flak at the targec. His #2
and #4 engines were out and feathered, and he asked permission
to land in France. He was last seen under control. Members of
this crew were:

2nd Lt. William Moroz.P S/sgt. Joe T. Dean, ro

2nd Lt. George S. Cowan CP Sgt. Marcus M. Finley, bt
2nd Lt. Seymour M. Feinstein N Sgt. Gerald L. Beaupre, wg
2nd Lt. Joseph L. Blotmer B Sgt. John M. Holzermer, tg

S/Sgt. Robert C. Corbin, eng

Lts. Habert Underwood, Max Bruton and Robert Scolnik alsc flew
in the lead squadron. Lts. Joseph Marlovits, Robert Chrisjohn,
Clarence Halliday and Kenneth Exos rlew in the low squadron.

COLOGNE = Thircty-three a/c, plus three PFF, formed the 40ch A,
composed all of 306cth planes. Our route was substantially as
briefed, and P-51s provided good support throughout the mission.
AA fire today was moderate barrage and tracking for seven minutes.
Battle damage was two slight in the lead and five severe in the
low. All our a/c returned. Bombing was through 10/10ths undercast
with PFF and photos providing no ground detail. Lt. Col. Maurice
V. Salada, 368th C.0., was the air commander, with Lt. Robert
Dodge as his co=-pilot. Other flying in the lead were Lts. Robert
Chrisjohn, Carl B. Hathaway, Clarence L. Halliday, Richard Claeys,
Joseph Marlovits. Robert Scolanik, Habert Underwood and John Coyme.

Capt. Donald R. Ross was transferred to Hdq., 306th Bomb Group, to
become group bombardier.

MANNHEIM - The 306th, leading the First Bomb Division, flew 24 a/c
including two PFF as lead and low squadrons of the 40th A Group.
The route was approximately as briefed, until 1407 hours in the
vicinity of the Moselle River, where weather forced a 20 to 30-mile

deviation to the south. Bombing was PFF and photographs provide suf-

ficient ground detail at bombs away to indicate that they fell very
close to the MPI. No E/A were observed. Fighter support today was
only fair, with a 15-20 minute gap just after the target. AA fire
was moderate to intense, accurate tracking, which damaged 23 of our
24 a/c over the target. All a/c returmed. Col. James S. Suttosm,
306th C.0., was the air commander. Maj. Thomas M. Hulings led the
low squadron and Lt. Padraic Evans was the pilot in the Group lead
ship. Lts. Robert Chrisjohn, Carl Hathaway, Clarence Halliday, Wil-
liam McCaulie, William Ruffin, Joseph Marlovits and Joe D. Marsh
also flew in the low squadron.
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(see page 109)
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Maj. Elberc Odle, squadron operations officer, was transferred
to the 70cth RD today.

HANNOVER - The 306th flew 33 a/c plus three PFF as the 40th A
Group. The route was as briefed, with no E/A opposition and ex-
cellent fighter support. AA fire was meager and scattered at the
target. Many bursts were seen in the chaff trail, approximacely
4000 feet below. No a/c were damaged. Bombing was unobserved, by
PFF, through 1/10ths clouds. Lead and deputy Mickey operators be-
lieve bombs were on or near briefed MPI. Lts. Kenneth Eros, James
E. Martin and Max Bruton flew in the lead. Lts. William Ruffin,
Clarence Halliday and Carl Hathaway flew in the low. Lts. Robert
Chrisjohn, Richard Claeys and Joe D. Marsh flew in the high.

Capt. Irving Norton, squadron bombardier, was transferred to the
70ch RD.

1sc Lt. Robert J. Scolnik vas transferred to the 70th RD.

HARBURG - The 40th C Group today was made up of 33 a/c and three
PFF planes from the 306th. Friendly fighter support was uneven,
vith gaps just before and just after the targec, with no E/A evi-
dent. There was moderate to intense barrage AA fire at the targect,
firing low into chaff, which was being blowmn to the left by cross
wind, and we encountered meager to moderate, accurate tracking
fire on the turn off che targec. Bombing was done by PFF through
10/10cths cloud. Crews report dense, black smoke from previous bomb-
ings boiling up through the undercast, confirmed by photos which
show no ground detail. Lt. Robert Dodge led the low squadron, with
Lts. Robert R. Deany, Joseoh Marlovits, Clarence Halliday, Max Bru-
ton, Richard Claeys, James L. nartid, Charles W. Smith and John
Coyme.

BIELEFELD - The 306th flew ll a/c plus one PFF and one spare in the

of the 40th A and 40th B Groups. Support by P-51s was continuous

from the coast in and back out. No AA fire was encountered by either
group. 40th A leader made his own PFF run on Bielefeld and believed
the bombs dropped north of the center of town. 40th B High leader

made his own PFF run when lead and lov squadrons flew to the right

off briefed course and bombed Gutersloh. Crews report that a hole in
the clouds afrer bombing showed bursts in the easterm part of the city.
Lts. Max Bruton, Joe D. Marsh, Carl Hathaway, James E. Martin and Ha-
bert Underwood flew in the 40cth A High squadron.

The 306th also flew today 10 a/c plus two PFF as lead squadron of a
screening force which threw out chaff as briefed while circling Mun-
ster at 21000 feet. There was no AA fire near this formation, or E/A.
Friendly support was good. Lt. Padraic Evans was lead pilot, and Lts.
John Coyne and Joseph Marlovits also flew in the lead.

MUNSTER - Haze, ice, persistent contrails and cirrus clouds "dogged”
the 36 a/c plus three spares who flew today as the 40ch B Group.
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Fighter support was good, although it was impossible to see it at
all times due to weather. Bombing was by PFF with a 10/10ths under-
cast. The lead squadron bombed what the Mickey operator believes
was just south of Munscer. High squadron made its own rum just to ™
the left of the lead and its bombs should be in the northerm part !
of Munster. The low squadron wvas interfered with by another formation
on the bomb run. Because of extreme bad visibility and demse, per-
sistent contrails, the low lost visual contact with the lead squad- T
ron. As they had no PFF equipment they were unable to bomb and brough
back their entire bomb loads to base. No planes suffered AA damage.

Lt. Padraic Evans led the high squadron, and other members were Lts.
Robert Chrisjohn, Habert Underwood, Clarence Halliday, Richard Claeys

~James E. Martin, William Ruffin, Max Bruton and John Coyne.

31

Capt. John H. Jordan, bombardier, who was actached on 23 October, was r’[
assigned to the squadron today. |

Combat crew transferred from the 367th Squadron includes: 2nd Les. :
Richard W. Jones, Donald H. Sandercock, Louis J. Krzemian and F/0O EI
Wendell F. Rogers, and Sgts. Coleman Schuver, Sebastian Krauss, Ro-

J. Condrey, Jack L. Gooden, Alfred R. Dearing and Yuen Hop.

Arriving from the 70th RD were 2nd Lts. Charles A. Crooks, John P.
Mockus and Louis F. Thompson; Cpls. Burton H. Frazier, Albert J. Sea- !
berg, John M. Bradley, Richard W. Miller and Joseph H. Mandula, and
Pfc. Lloyd Cain. T

f‘ﬂ

CHANGE OF COMMAND

This month saw a change in squadron commanders. Maj. Thomas M. Hul-
ings joined the squadron 12 October, and on 24 October became acting
squadron commander. This was occasionned by the move of L:i. Col. Mau-
rice Salada to 306th Group as acting air executive officer. Both
"acting” appointments were confirmed as of 1 November. &
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Capt. George T. DeVack

lsc
1st
1st
1se
1st
1st
1sc
1sct
1st
1st
1st
1st
1lst
1stc
2nd
2nd
2nd

Lt. Paul H. Anderson

Le. Wayne H. Erwin

Lt. Robert E. Stevenson
Lt. Charles T. Niblack
Lt. Joseph J. Leben

Lt. Albert F. Burnett
Lt. Henry A. Dryar, Jr.
Lt. Rob.rv L. Lewandowski
Lc. Arthur B. Hammond
Lt. Dellon E. Bumgardner
Lt. John J. Allen

Lt. Robert N. Houser

‘Lt. Adrisn c. U'Konski

Lt. Walter H. Summer
Le. William M. Nash
Lt. Joseph W. Shepherd
Lc. Otto C. Swan

PURPLE HEARTS
S/Sgt. Lester R. Geisman

T/Sgt.
T/Sge.
T/Sge.
T/Sge.
T/Sgt.
T/Sgt.
T/Sgt.
T/Sge.
T/Sge.
S/sgt.
S/Sgt.
S/Sgt.
S/sgt.
S/sgt.
S/sgt.
S/sge.
S/sgt.
s/sgt.
Ss/Sgt.
S/sSgt.
S/sgt.

109

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSES (awarded during Sepcember)

Emedio G. Scottoline
Ignacius W. Kelly
Richard L. Perkins
Russell J. Schonekas
Francis K. Benore
William C. Ellery
Donald F. Ruschmyer
Bernell D. Sharp
Gene M. Kelly
Uaaiel V. Cookman
Paul Heller

James J. Johnson
Andrew J. Roe

Deral 0. Stewart
Ted J. Teckman
John W. Wells

Roy L. Wiklund
Murray F. Yeats
Joseph V. Beirne
Orval L. Cook

Hoil 0. Flood

Sgt. Glenn A. Korf
Sgt. George S. Dykeman
Sge. Louis F. Brown

S/Sgt. Edward J. Lockard
S/Sgt. Napoleon Pietrowski

Add to page 107
OCTOBER 26

spectively were:

2ad Lts. Carl B. Hachaway, Harold N. Norris, Theodore E. Pollard
and James A. Frederick; Sgts. Meade 0. Seaman, Jr., Marion Popiv-
chak, Eugene J. Feeney, Harry E. Sohn, Edward G. Danaher and Ray-

mond

H. Norheim, Jr.

S/Sgt. Warren R. Pinney

S/sgc.
S/sge.
s/sgt.

Lyon H. Teelon
Emil W. Teska
Robert R. Copp, Jr.

Transferred from the 369th Squadron and the 423rd Squadron, re-

2nd Lts. Joe D. Harsh, Donald C. Scherctz, Joseph W. Long and F/0
Milton Rosen; S/Sgt. Raymond J. Yoder, and Cpls. Simpson J. Mc-

Gilberry, Jr., Woodrow J. Decoteau, Roland J. Bocian, Richard G.
Atwood and Patrick J. Hannum.



—3

Squadron Diary 110 rj
368th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)

1944

NOVEMBER - The month ¢I November passed with the 306th flying 11 missions

to Germany, in spite of the almost consistently bad weather. A
year ago this month the group flew only five missions. At that
time all ctargets were strategic, including attacks on submarine
construction, which helped to win the Battle of the Atlantic.
This November a difference in targets will be noted. In the first
place, we had two missions in direct support of ground troops
fighting the Battle of Germany. Another mission was an attack

against a marshalling yard, which have a direct bearing on the n?
ability of Germany to supply its front line troops in the West. J
Thus, in November we had three strategic missions. Other targets
briefed were mostly oil supplies, which, if we can destroy them,

4

will affect the enemy's ability to carry on the war. Needless to
say, because of almost continucus undercast weather during the
month, it was impossibly to bomb visually. Bombing was done mostly
by PFF and Gee-H, and consequently all of the briefed MPIs were not
hitc.

2 MERSEBURG - The 306th flew 10 a/c plus two PFF as lead squadron and
12 a/c as low squadron of the 40ch B Group. The group made a PFF
run on Merseburg, the secondary PFF target, after Buckeye Red had
reported a cloud layer from 26,000 to 28,000 feet and 10/10ths low

1 __3

cloud at the target. The low squadron dropped on the lead and al- r]
though the target was in the clear, no visual corrections were made. )
Several dogfights were seen by crews, but no E/A bothered our for~-
mations. Flak at the target was moderate to intense, resulting in

battle damage of eight severe and three slight. The 368th flew in
the low squadron with Lt. Robert Dodge leading, and Lts. Robert
Chrisjohn, Max Bructon, Kenneth Eros, William McCaulie and Carl Hath-
away. Lt. Eros dropped on a T/O because of oxygen system failure.

— 1

= HARBURG - The 306th flew 33 a/c and three PFF as 40th A Group. On
the approach to the target, Buckeye Blue reported 10/10ths clouds
at the target and that che bombing would be PFF. All Mickey equip-
ment worked satisfactorily and the lead squadron bombed through
10/10ths clouds. The low dropped on the lead, but the high made a
separate PFF run, dropping one minute later at 1146. Photos show no
ground detail whatsoever. Moderate to intense barrage, with some in-
accurate tracking flak was encouncered at the target. Nome of our
a/c had any battle damage. Several crews reported smoke trails in
the sky on the target area, which appeared like our smoke bombs.
Several suggested they may been an attempt to mislead following for-
mations and to get them to drop on the wrong smoke bombs. Members of
the 368th flew in the lead squadron: L:. Padraic Evans was the lead “j
pilot with Lr. Col. John S. Chalfant as air commander. Lt. Robert R. |
Denny flew the deputy lead, and other were Lts. Joseph Marlovics,
Charles W. Smith, Carl B. Hathaway, Joe D. Marsh, Habert Underwood, -
William McCaulie and John Coyme. '

5 FRANKFURT - Thirty-six a/c, inclﬁding two PFF, -flew for the 306th as
the 40th C Group. The bomb run was started with PFF, then a hole ”T
opened in the clouds, and with a slight visual correction bombs went |
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. away, low and high dropping on the lead. Photos show positive
identificacion and indicate excellenc results, probably close to
the middle of the Old Town. After the turn off the target, the
wing behind called on VHF and said, "You Charley Boys really knock-
ed hell out of that target.” Flak at the target was low and to the
lefr for about four minutes, damaging onme a/c severely and one
slightly. We had no fighter actacks. Major Thomas W. Hulings flew
as deputy lead and Lts. Charles W. Smith, Carl Hacthaway and Joe D.
Marsh flew in the high element, lead squadron. Lts. Robert Chris-
john, William McCaulie and John Coyne flew in high element, low
squadron, and Lts. William Ruffin, Joseph Marlovits and James E.
Martin flew in high element, high squadron. -

6 HAMBURG - Flying 34 a/c and two PFF, the 306th formed the 40th A
Group. Buckeye Red reported 9/10ths cloud at the target, and bomb-
ing was PFF in wing formation with each squadron making visual cor-
rections during the last few minutes of the run. Pictures show
sctrikes in the main marshalling yard and one and one-half miles
southeast of Binnen Alster. There were no E/A attacks on us. AA fire
at the target was moderate, and it was tracking the lead squadron,
wvhich sustained five slight and two severe damaged a/c. Neither low
nor high received any battle damage. Crews reported an unusual quan-
tity of shipping between Cuxhaven and Brunsbuttel. Lc.. Robert Dodge
lead the low squadron, and with him were Lts. Leon Risk, Richard
Claeys, Kenneth Eros, William Ruffin, William Mc Caulie, James E.
Martin, Joe D. Marsh and Carl A. Hathaway.

8 MERSEBURG - Forty-eight 306th a/c were up today, 36 as cthe 40ch B
Group and 12 as a 40th C screening force. Thirteen of our B Group
planes flew with 4Oth A because during the climb chrough clouds
en route to the targec, lead and high lost the low squadron. Lead
and high made an attempt to find the low squadron by circling at
24000 feet just before reaching the Dutch coast. However, ac 1000
hours the low reported it was eight miles into Holland. Lead and
high failed to pick up any other formation, and then realizing that
the entire bomber force was now far ahead, the leader turmed back
at S240N-0410E. Thirteem of our a/c bombed with the 92nd Group.
40th A photos show no ground details. Maj. Thomas W. Hulings, 368th
C.0., was the air commander. Lt. Leon Risk led the high with Lts.

+ Edwin Woellner, Robert Chrisjohn, Charles W. Smith, James E. Martin,
Kennech Eros, William Ruffin, Max Bruton and Richard Claeys, who
bombed with the low.

Les. Clarence Halliday, Carl Hathaway and Joe D. Marsh flew with the
screening force, which dropped 25,920 units of chaff, as briefed.
While the 40ch B met no E/A opposition, the screening force encoun-
tered a T/E aircraft, believed to be an ME 410, which attacked from
1130 high and broke left under the lead element, within 100 yards.
It then cturned and made a sweeping arc from 5 to 7 o'clock, firing
from 600 yards as it swept behind. It returned for a third, buc
half-hearced acttack, from 7 o'clock before it finally broke away.

A possible ME 109 was also reported following the T/E on its second
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attack from 5 o'clock. 40ch C the screening force, was withoutr
fighter support all the way into the target area and out again,
until in the vicinity of the Zuider Zee.

METZ AREA - The 306th flew 33 a/c, plus two PFF and one Gee-H
plane, as 40th C Group in support of ground troops against German
gun positions in the Metz area. Bombing was by Gee-H through 8/10ths
clouds and haze with no visual correction possible. The Gee-H
operator feels that his equipment worked satisfactorily, although
shadows from clouds obscured open spots inm pictures and no strikes
are visible. In order to ensure that no bombs would be dropped on
friendly troops, SCS5-51 was used, and also a line of friendly flak
below our altitude was put up, which would indicate to our crews
our front line troops. The SCS-51 worked well in most cases. The
line of friendly flak, however, was not observed by most crews due
to patches of cloud above flak altitude. Some crews report being
able to see it through breaks in the clouds, especially on the way
back from the target. All planes returned safely, none having met
any opposition. Lt. Padraic B. Evans flew as lead pilot, with Lc.
Robert R. Denny as deputy lead. Others were Lts. Edwin Woellner,
Kenneth Eros, Max L. Bruton, John Coyne, Charles W. Smith, Richard
Claeys and James E. Martin.

ESCHWEILER AREA - The 306th put up 39 a/c, with one Gee-H, three PFF
and three spares, as the 40cth B Group, again in support of the ground
troops. As in the previous mission, the group was attacking enemy gun
positions. The 306th also flew 12 a/c as the 40th D low squadron,
also in support of ground forces.

SCS-51 equipment was again used to point out to our planes the line
behind which bombs must not be dropped. In addition, several ocher
identification features were used: panels on the ground which we did
not see, balloons vhich were also unobserved, and a line of friendly
flak which was observed by all a/c east of the SCS-51 beam. Continen-

tal bunchers C-6 and C-10 were used with good results. All bombing re

sults were unobserved and photos show no ground detail.

40th B received no AA fire, but observed it on formations behird us. '

40th D received meager to moderate, accurate flak resulting in two
a/c severely damaged and three slightly. No E/A were encountered.
Due to bad weather on the return to base, 45 of our ships landed at
other bases, but they all returned safely later. Maj. Thomas W. Hul-
ings was air commander, and our other contributions to 40cth B were:
Lts. Charles W. Smith, John Coyne, Richard Claeys, Padraic Evans,
Max Bruton, Carl Hathaway, James E. Martin, Robert Chrisjohn, Wil-
liam McCaulie and Clarence Halliday. Capt. Robert Marzke, Lts. Joe
D. Marsh, Robert R. Denny and Joseph Marlovits flew in the 40th D
lov squadron. -

MEPPEN and LEEUWARDEN A/D - Thirty-six a/c of the 306th, flying as
40th A Group, entered the Dutch Coast at 5232N-0426E, with Merse-
berg as the primary target. The group overran the first turn, then
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turned to 190° to avoid Dummer Lake, and then to 90°, to avoid
flak observed at Minden. At this point Buckeye Red informed the
leader that there were solid clouds between his position and the
target which reached from 20000 to 31000 feet. The leader then
turned back and started a run on Osnabruck. On the bomb rum, flak
knocked out two engines of the lead a/c and knocked dowm the de-
puty lead. The lead and low squadrons then bombed a bridge and
railroad ac Meppen. The high squadron also started a run on Mep-
pen, but the leader's bombsight weat out, so the deputy took over
and made a run on Leeuwardea A/D.

The experience of this group indicaces that the entry corridor at
5237N=0437E and between Osnabruck and Dummer Lake, have been block-
ed by flak. On the route, both in and out, this group found meager
but accurace flak at the coast. The original flak in the Dummer Lake
area was probably railroad flak between Osnabruck and Bremen. Today
our a/c found flak from Minden to Osmabruck, which could mean that
the mobile flak, formerly working toward Bremen, had been switched
to the west-east line co Minden. This, thereby, blocked the Dummer
Lake corridor used on recent operations.

The 306th also flew 12 a/c as 40th D Screening Force. The route was
flowm practically as briefed.

Col. James S. Sutton, 306th C.0., led the 40th A Group today. Lt.
Padraic Evans led the low squadron, also with Lts. James E. Martin,
Joe D. Marsh, Carl Hathaway, Robert Chrisjohn, Joseph Marlovits,
Kennech Eros, John Coyne and Edwin Woellner. Flying with the D
screening force were Lts. Max Brutonm, William McCaulie and Richard
Clleyl .

MISBURG - The 306th flew 26 a/c as 40th B and 12 a/c as high squad-
ron of 40th C. Ten minutes before bombs away, Buckeye Red reported
no clouds but that a smoke screem covered the target. The Mickey
equipment of the lead failed, and the deputy took over, bombing by
PFF. The low squadron dropped on the lead. The high squadron follow-
ed the lead into the target but made an independent 30-second visual
run. There were no photos of lead or low bombing, and photos from
the high squadron show unidentified bursts to the east of the tar-
get area. 40th C high dropped on the lead with a slight visual cor-
rection. Strike photos show hits in the target area.

Members of the 368th flying today were Lts. Leon Risk, high squadron
leader, Edwin Woellner, Robert Chrisjohn, Clarence Halliday, William
McCaulie, Kenneth Eros, William Ruffin, Max Brutonm, Charles W. Smith,
Richard Claeys, John Coyne and Capt. Robert Matzke. There were no

_attacks on our formation, although crews report violent dogfights in

the distance, and several unidenctified fighters were seen going dowvn
in flames. AA gun fire was moderate to intense at the target, with
accurate, tracking flak on the turm off the targec. Battle damage in
che 40th B is 14 severe and six slight; in the 40th C high, two se-
vere and one slight. All planes reécurned safely.
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29 MISBURG - Today the 306th went back to Misburg with 36 a/c as ’
40th 3 Group. Buckeye Red reproted 10/10ths clouds over the

targec and the bombing was by PFF. All three squadrons dropped |

on the group leader, photographs showing no ground detail at all. |
Our fighters gave close and continuous cover. AA gun fire at the )
target was meager, inaccurate and low, and appeared to be track-
ing our chaff. We encountered meager, tracking fire quite close ~
to the formation near the coast in and out. No battle damage was
suffered. Lt. Robert R. Denny flew as deputy lead of 40th B Group,
with Lts. William McCaulie, Kenneth Eros, John Coyne, James E. Mar- ]
tin, William Ruffin, Richard Claeys and Max Bruton. |
30 GERA - The 306th Group flew 33 a/c and three PFF planes as 40th A
Group. Finding the primary target, oil at Bohlen, obscured by an
effective smoke screen and heavy ground haze, 21 a/c of the lead
and low bombed a visual target of opportunity at Gera. Photos show
hits in the center of Gera, on the north and south marshalling yards,fj
f‘xj

e

.and on the Heinrich Leo Air Compressor plant. Three a/c from the
low separated by clouds, made a PFF run on a T/0 at Friedburg with
results unobserved. Ten a/c of the high, separated by interference
from another formation on the primary, dropped by PFF on Ohrdruf
with results unobserved. Both of the remaining two a/c of the high
squadron, including Lt. William McCaulie, dropped on T/Os.

Major Thomas W. Hulings, 368th C.0., led the group, with others in o
the lead being Lts. Richard Claeys, Edwin Woellmer and Charles W.
Smith; Lts. William Ruffin, Clarence Halliday and Kenneth Eros flew
in the low; and Lts. Robert Chrisjohn, Max Bruton and McCaulie in
the high. Our fighter escort was excellent. AA fire was moderate to
intense and tracking from Zeitz for about one and one-half minutes.
One a/c from the group failed to return.

—3

Major Edward T. Miazza, squadron executive officer, was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal. His citation read in part: "...for meritorious
achievement as adjutant and executive officer of the 368th Bombard-
ment Squadron during the period 26 May 1942 to the present. Through-
out this extensive period of service, Major Miazza has displayed an _
outstanding devotion to duty. Shortly after his arrival in che ETO, FW
Major Miazza (then a 2nd Lt.) wvas assigned as a member of a General ]
Court Martial Board which handied all cases in the 8th Bomber Command
at that time. He served on this board for a period of fifteen montns nj
before being relieved, and his exemplary service thereon set an in-
spirational criterion for his successor. Simultaneously, he acted

as president of the Special Court Martial Board on this statiom, 3 g
position which he still holds. Although these secondary duties took |
up much of his time, Major Miazza was able to supervise the adminis- |
tration of the Squadron with undiminished energy, enchusiasm and ex-
acting precision. His direct, decermined and efficient supervision =
is continually reflected in the "Excellent" ractings accorded the !

BRONZE STAR MEDAL r1
|
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368th Squadron by the First Bombardment Division inspector, as
well as other inspectors."

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSES
Those conferred during October were:

Maj. Elbert G. Odle T/Sgt. Roger F. Combs

lst Lt. Leland P. Deck T/Sgt. Melvin M. Brock
1sc Lt. Parker Snead T/Sgt. Richard E. Dobbs
1lst Lt. Robert O. Borgert T/Sgt. James C. Mitchell
1st Lt. Robert J. Scolanik S/Sgt. Robert J. Estermyer
2nd Lt. Hon T. Chee S§/Sgt. James W. Inman

OFFICER PERSONNEL CHANGES
2nd Lt. E11jah B. Slocum, bombardier, assigmed | November.

Capt. Robert G. Matzke, pilot joined the squadron from USSTAF
14 November.

1st Lc. Leland P. Deck was transferred to 40th CBW 27 November
to take up duties as an asaistant operations officer.

2nd Lc. Hon T. Chee finished his tour and went to 70th RD 10 November.

2nd Lcts. Robert Chrisjohn, Leon Risk and Ralph Bordner were pro-
moted to lst Lts 4-5 November.

1st Lc. Robert Dodge was promoted to captain, 20 November.

THE C.0. MARRIES

Our congratulations to Major Thomas W. Hulings, C.0., oa the occa-
sion of his marriage to Capt. Katherine E. Young, WAC, at 1430 hours,
24 October 1944 in St. Saviour's church, London (Scottish). The Rev.
Marchinson, uncle of the bride and pastor of the Church of Edinburgh,
officiated. Their honeymoon was spent in London and Torquay. The
lovely bride is originally from Provincetown, Mass,

Having joined the service in 1942, she is now commanding officer of
the 8th Air Force WAC detachment at Pinetree. Maj. Hulings entered
the service in 1941, and came to the ETO in mid=-1942 with the 92nd
Bomb Group, which operated from Bovingdon. His first mission was to
Lille, 9 October 1942. In May 1943 he was transferred to Alconbury,
and in September was reassigned to Podington, where he completed his
firsc combac tour in October 1943. During the North African invasion
Maj. Hulings was the pilot for General Spaatz. In addition to flying
B-17s, he flew with the 8cth AF Mosquito Reconnaissance unit.

-DANCING AT THE B Mess
A very successful squadron officers' dance was held in B Mess 18

W : November. Col. James S. Sutton and his staff were guests for the

evening. Music was provided by The Esquires and a number of girls
were inviced from Bletchley for those officers who did not have dates.
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December . KOBLENZ - The 306th flew 38 a/e¢, including two PFF, theee Gee-H
2 and two spares as 40th A Group. Because of the oversast, which

Buckeye reported was up to 28,000 feet at the target, causing the
squadron to become separarwd, and because of the Gee-H equipment
not working satisfactorily, the bombing was done under great dif-
ficulties. The Gee-H a/c in the lead and low squadrons did not
function well, but in the high squadron worked well. The high
squadron became separated from the other two squadrons in a cloud
and the lead and low could not form on the high, in spite of the

. high leader making 360s. The high, therefor, bombed the parimary
alone by Gee-H. The lead bombed Koblenz by PFF and the low, whose
Gee-H and PFF were out, brought their bombs back. No photos show
any ground detail. There was meager, inaccurate flak from Koblenz,
but there was no damaged to this group. No AA fire was obsrved
over the primary.

The 368th flew in the low squadron today, Lt. Leo Risk was the
pilot for Maj. Earl W. Kesling, 367th C.0., who was the air com-
mander.. Other 368th pilots were Lt. Padraic Evans, leading, Robert
Chrisjohn, Robert Laden, Kenneth Eros, Joe D. Marsh, Carl Hathaway,
William Ruffin, John Coyne and Max Bruton. Lt. Eros, A/A ¥ 466-Q,
turped back about five minutes before Koblenz. He had two engines
out' and ws icing up. He dropped his bombs south of Liege on the way
out. Lt. Hathaway dropped on a T/0 at 5020N-0700E because of engine
failure.

1st. Lt. Charles F. Donahue transferred to 70th RCD.

3 2nd Lts. Murray Hepple, navigagor, and William W. Wilson, pilot,
assigned. to the squadron. :

5 BERLIN - The 306th Group flew 32 a/c plus four PFF as 40th B Group.
The route was flown almost as briefed. We attempted to bomb the PFF
secondary, which consisted of general engineering and armament works,
located north of Berlin about five miles. Strike photos show hits in
the woods and builtup area north northwest of the target. The low
dropped on the lead, after the lead navigator salvoed on the lead
bombardier's judgment of elapsed time. The bombardier had been hit in
the eyes by flying glass while starting to make a visual correction
on the PFF run. The weather was solid over the Continent, with large
holes over the target. No E/A opposition. and P-51 support was excel-
lent. AA fire .at the target was moderate, accurate tracking on the
lead and high, and inaccurate on the low. All 368th planes returned.
Lt. Padraic Evans led the high squadron, and with him were Lts. Robert
Laden, Kenneth Eros, Edwin Woellner, James E. Martin, William Ruffin,
Richard Claeys and Carl Hathdway.

An unfortunate accident early, before takeoff, killed Lt. Joe D Marsh,
pilot, when he was accidently hit by a .50 caliber machine gun slug.
The ball turret guns of his ship were being insgalled and tested in
preparation for the mission. After cleaning the guns, and thinking
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them empty, two shots were were accidentally fired, the bullets
hitting a brick wall of a hut about 100 feet from the turret.
Both bullets ricochetted, one of these hitting Lt. Marsh.

MERSEBERG - The 306th put up 36 a/c, including four PFF, into the
air today. Buckeye reported that .the bombing would have to be by
instruments. All PFF a/c worked satisfactorily and the bombing

was through 10/10ths undercast, each squadron making its own run.
Photos show no ground detail, and because of the malfunction of all
four PFF cameras, the bomb strikes could not be plotted. There was
no opposition and there was continuous P-51 support. AA fire in the
target area was intense, but inaccurate, with most bursts in the
chaff trail below the planes. From the AA viewpoint, this was the
easiest of eight missions to Merseberg for the Group.

Capt. William Widlansky departed on indefinite TD at Hdq., 8AF.
Capt. Edward Seifried departed for the 70th RCD.

STUTTGART - As the 40th B Group, the 306th had 36 a/c up, includ-
ing one Gee-H and three PFF. We were pushed gradually south of
course and bombed Stuttgart. The lead began to make a Gee-H run,
but 45 seconds before bombs away an oblique hole in the clouds re-
vealed the target, and the run was completed visually. The low
squadron made a separate PFF run and saw its bombs walk across the
river into the PFF aiming point. The high squadron made a 40 second
visual run, but hits were not observed. Our fighter escort was ex-
cellent, Barrage AA fire was ineffective on this group, but the
lead has meager, accurate tracking fire, visually directed. The
368th put up the high elements of the three squadrons today. The
pilots were Lts, Habert Underwood leading, Charles W. Smith, Richard
Claeys, Charles Crooks, Robert Laden, John Coyne, James E. Martin,
Clarence Halliday, Joseph Marlovits and Carl Hathaway.

2nd Lts. Carmon J. Nickols, Anthony V. Mura, Alban F. Varnado and
Leslie F. Campbell; T/Sgt. Robert J. Circle, and Cpls. Lowell M.
Goldman, Robent N. Gustafson, Homer C. Nyberg, and Gately J. Rogers
joined the squadron.

Lt. Earl W. Hdsting departed for the 70th RCD.

FRANKFURT - THe 306th flew 36th a/c, including three PFF, as 40th A
Group and 12 g/c, including one PFF, as 40th D High. The bombing

was PFF, the low and high dropping on the lead in the 40th A and
40th D made § separate PFF run. All the photos show a complete over-
cast. The wedther was 10/10ths with tops at 18000 at the target. We
had no encoungers with E/A, or any AA fire on our formations. The
368th the compiete low squadron today, with Lt. Leon Risk leading.
With him were ,its. Richard Claeys, Robert Laden, John Coyne, William
Ruffin, JosepH Marlovits, Charles W. Smith and Charles Crooks.
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Max Bruton, James Martin, William McCaulie and Carl Hathaway.

12 MERSEBERG - ° e 306th Group flew 36 a/c today as the 40th B.
Buckeye reported that the target was covered by 10/10ths cloud
and that bombing would be by instruments. Our group was on the

~ bomb run when another group crossed at 45° on a collision course.
The leader tyrned 180° to the right, followed by the high squad-
ron and made |another run at the end of the First Bomb Division
column. The Yow squadron, without any PFF a/c, joined C Force
and dropped gn their lead. Photos show 10/10ths cloud with no
ground detail. The overlay plotted from PFF scope photos show
bomb - strikes [for the lead of 40th B to be about five miles NNE
of briefed MEI. There was no E/A opposition to this group. We
suffered no damage from AA fire, there being only moderate, low
barrage and meager, inaccurate tracking at the target. Lt. Leon
Risk led the |high squadron, having with him Lts. Joseph Marlo-
vits, Robert |Chrisjohn, John Coyne, James Martin, William McCaulie,
William Ruffin, Charles Crooks, Richard Claeys and Robert Laden.

2nd Lt. Sam n tton vas promoted to 1lst Lt., B December.

20d Lts. Bruc. Swango, William Davenport, Raymond LeKashman and
Stanford Schoenberger; T/Sgt. William J. Schultz, and Cpls. Juan F.
Martinez, Richard Pekofske, William T. Moss and William Smaclak

joined the squadron.

14 2nd Lts. Benfamin L. Olsen, Paul B; Greer, Joseph M. Jaeger and
Lyle R. Dorman, and Cpls. Frank W. Ramsey, Leon Foster, James W.
Gerlach, Franklin J. Lehnert and Henry Reppy joined the squadron.
16 ' 2nd Lts. Ke jeth Eros, Charles N. Levy, Joe M. Pavin and William A.
- Ruffin were promoted to lst Lts., 12 December.

2nd Lt. Max J. Bruton departed for the 70th RD.

17 1st Lt. Robedt R. Denny promoted to captain, 14 December.

2nd ‘Lts. Johd H. Norris, Orlo J. Trude and Billy D. Wagoner pro-
moted to lst [Lts.

18 KAISERSLA - The 306th Group put up 39 a/c as the 40th A Group
for this misdion. Division message was received just after we reach-
ed the Belgidn Coast ordering the group to bomb the primary only 1if
visual. Twice Buckeye reported clouds up to 30000 feet at the pri-
mary. The ledd bombed the secondary PFF target with the low dropping
on the lead. {The high squadron became separated from the lead by
clouds on thed bomb run and made an individual run. Strike photos
show no gro detail. The bomb plot from PFF photos, with bombs
away calculaded from navigation time only, indicates bomb strikes
about one and one-quarter miles NNW of briefed MPI. There was no
E/A oppositidn and area fighter support was good. No AA fire was re-
ported, and all our planes returned. Flying for the 368th were Lts.
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Roberc Chrisjohn, John Coyne, Richard Claeys, Kemneth Eros,
Clarence Halliday, William McCaulie, Richard W. Jones, Charles
W. Smith, Edwvin Woellner and Carl Hathaway.

Lts. Ira B. Holden and Billy D. Wagoner departed for the 70th RD.

NIDDA A/D - Twelve a/c, including two PFF, were the 306th planes
leading the 40th D Group, and three others flew as high element
of the 40th D High. Capt. Robert Matzke was the leader of the
high element and Lt. Robert Laden later flew with the high ele-
ment because of a late takeoff. The mission was to poschole the
A/D and strike photos show that it was accomplished with excel-
lent results. Bombing was visual, with no fighter opposition and
no AA fire.

GIESSEK A/D - The 306th flew 36 a/c, including four PFF, as the
40th B Group. Bombing was visual with good results. Photos show
that the field was well hit by the lead and high squadrons. The
low squadron bombs are in a built up area to the SW of the field.
No fighters, and only meager and accurate tracking AA fire at the
target. Lt. Leon Risk led the low squadron, and with him were Lts.
Haberc Underwood, James Martin, John Coyme, William McCaulie, Ro~
bert Chrisjohn, Richard W. Jones, Richard Claeys, Clarence Halli-
day, Edwin Woellner and Carl Hathaway.

When our planes returned to England the weather was socked in and
most of them were unable to land at our base. Forty-nine planes
landed at other bases where the crews were treated exceptionally
well. Having all of these extra men on Christmas Day presented a
great feeding problem, but all crews reported wonderful Chriscmas
dinners. All crews returned to base from ome to three days later,
by trucks and by planes.

Joining the squadron today were: Capt. James S. Law; lst Lts. Paul
V. Connelly and Quentin T. Conoway and 2nd Lt. Kennecth A. Waic;
T/Sgts. Floyd E. Sweet, Denison C. Lockhart, Jr., and Willie S
Fant, and Cpla. W. O. Timmons and Edsel H. Trammel.

1st Lt. Webster J. Beck; 2nd Lts. New W. McKinny, Alva J. McCalley
and George R. Faulkner, and Cpls. Leon J. Opper, Lewis F. Warren,
Samiel H. Eaton, Freddie E. Newell, Thomas R. Foley and Leom J.

Opper.
1st Lt. Charles W. Smith departed for 70th RD.

1st Lts. Wyatt L. Gillaspie and Robert G. Wilson; 2nd Lts. Charles
W. Witcomb and Fred N. Hales, and Cpls. Gregory H. Ringwald, Eli E.
Nelson, Louis F. Dorenbush, Raymond O. Dinger and Franmcis C. Dusen-
berry joined the squadron.

1st Lt. Charles N. Levy left for the 70th RD.

SIEGBURG and KOBLENZ - Thirty-nine. 306th planes flew as cthe 40ch B
Group. The lead and low squadrons made a PFF rum on Koblenz, bombing
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1340% hours. All pictures show 10/10ths cloud coverage, with no
ground detail. The lead a/c of the high squadron aborted between
the IP and the target, leaving the squadron with no PFF. The high
then dropped on the smoke bombs of 40th A Group, believing them
to be from the lead group, and bombed Siegburg. All our a/c re-
turned safely, encountering no enemy action. Lt. Padraic Evans
led the high squadron with Lts. Richard Claeys (vho took over the
lead after Evans aborted), John Coyne, Clarence Halliday, Robert
Laden, William McCaulie, James Martin, Richard Jonmes and Carl
Hachavay.

1st Lts. Lester A. Evans and Cyrus R. Rubenstein; 2nd Lts. Del-
bert L. McGinnis and James E. Shook; T/Sgt. Donmald F. John; S/Sgt.
Wallace M. Williams and Cpls. Anthony J. Conroy, William W. Litka
and Harold H. Williams joined the squadron.

BINGEN - Flying 36 a/c, the 306th led the 40th A Group. Buckeye
Blue reported visual conditions at the target, and we bombed the
marshalling yards accordingly. The lead bombardier, Capt. Donald
R. Ross, saw that the briefed aiming point had been solidly hit
by preceding groups, and he shifted his aiming point to the center
of the yards. The strike pictures show that the bombs probably cut
the tracks in half, wicth the main weight of the pattern slightly
short. The low squadron hit over due to a rack malfunction, which
caused a late drop. Strike photos also show that the high hit in a
compact pattern in a built up area.

There was no E/A opposition, but our escort was a bit spotty. There
was very accurate, but meager tracking AA fire after bombs away,
with bursts concencrated especially on the lead element, lead squad-
ron. Meager, accurate tracking fire was reported from the front line
area, both in and out.

We lost one plane today to AA fire. Lt Edwin D. Woellner, Jr., was
observed afcter bombs away to peel off to the right with an engine
smoking. He lost altitude in wide spirals until he disappeared into
the lov clouds. Some crews reported seeing three chutes, and omne
crew reported that P-51s were circling the a/c as it descended. On
the crew were:

1st Lt. Edwin D. Woellner, Jr. P T/Sgt. Glenn A. Korf, ro

2nd Lt. Carmon J. Nickols, CP T/Sgt. Clarence E. Gibbs, eng
2nd Lt. Theodore E. Pollard, N Sgrt. Homer C. Nvberg, bt
T/Sgt. Frank L. Arnold, nose g . Cpl. Franklin J. Lehnertc, g

s/Sgt. Yuen Hop, tg-

Capt. Robert R. Denny flew as deputy group lead, and also in che
lead squadron were: Lts. William T. McCaulie, Richard H. Claeys.,
James E. Marcin, Edwin D. Woellner, Richard W. Jomes, Clarence L.
Halliday and Habert E. Underwood. Col. James S. Sutton was the
Group air commander. -

Lts. Joseph Marlovits and Robert Chrisjonn departed for the 70th RD.

- . S

el el

-

-

—3

et md

el e el

—1



Squaaran Diar:

368ch 30MBARDMENT SOUADRON (H) M

1944

DECEMBER (con'

30

il

t)
MAINZ - The 306cth flew 36 a/c, including four PFF, as the 40th

" C Group. The weather at the target was 10/10ths, and bombing was

PFF, as ordered. There was no E/A in evidence, and our escort was
thin and spotty until afcer the target, when it was good. AA fire
at the target was meager and inaccurate, apparencly firing inco

chaff. The 368cth put up high elements in each squadron, and none of

our a/c vere damaged. The pilots included: Lts. Merle P. Brown,
Benjamin Olsen, Carl Hathaway, John Coyne, Richard Claeys, Richard
Jones, James Martin, Clarence Halliday and William McCaulie.

Maj. John Buile was assigned from Hdq., First Bomb Division.

Capt. William C. VanNorman transferred from Group to the 368ch as
an incelligence officer.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSES

NEW YEAR'S EVE

Avarded during November to:

1st Lc. Charles F. Donahue 1st Lt. Scott M. Owen
1st Lc. Earl W. Hasting T/Sgt. Seymour Shweky
PARTY

One of the biggest social events of the year took place when an
Officers' New Year's Eve Dance was held at the Officers' B Mess.
Thus, the old year was ushered out appropriately, with laughter,
music and women. A long, hard year has passed, and we all are
hoping to see that the new year, 1945, will see the victorious
climax of the war with Germany. A wonderful time was had by all.
Many couples danced to the wonderful music of The Esquires. Among
those presenc vere Col. Anthony Q. Mustoe, 40th Combac Wing C.O.,
and Col. James S. Sutton, 306ch Bomb Group C.0..
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LIMBURG and KASSEL ~ Beginning a new year, the 306th flew 36
a/ec, including four PFF, as 40th B Group. The primary target
was Magdeburg, but because it was covered by clouds, we did

not drop our bombs there. After making the run on Magdeburg,
the formation made a 360° turn to the left and passed over
Magdeburg again. Finally a run was made on Kassel, dropping

our bombs at 1319 hours. On this run the high started it PFF,
but wvhen equipment failed, abandoned the run and bombed Lim-
burg M/Y at 1354 hours. There were no E/A attacks on this group,
but north of Magdeburg two silver jet a/c, probably ME 262s,
passed within 800 yards of four formation. Twelve to 15 P-Sls
were in pursuit. An ME 163 was also reported seen in the same
area by the high squadron. AA fire at Kassel was accurate,
moderate, tracking and barrage. Most of our chaff had already
been used up in the runs over Magdeburg, where AA fire was in-
accurate. Major Thomas M. Hulings led the group today, and Lt.
Leon Risk led the low squadron. Qur other pilots were Lts. John
Coyne, Bruce L. Swango, Benjamin Olsen, Harold R. McGahan, James
Marctin, Richard Jones and Arthur J. Maenner.

KYLLBURG - The mission today was very successful, and is a good
example of pinpoint bombing. The aiming point was a communications
center in a tunnel at Kyllburg. Photos show that the pattern was
squarely on the target. The high squadron made a second run and
dropped on top of the lead squadron's bombs, while the low's bombs
were slightly SE of the aiming point. The 306ch flew 39 a/e, in-
cluding three PFF, one Gee~H, one PFF Gee-H and three spares as
40cth A Group. All returned safely. All PFF equipment worked sacis-
facrorily alchough the bombing was wvisual. P-51s gave us fine area
support. AA fire was meager, fairly accurate, tracking act scacter-
ed poincs in the target area for about five to 10 minutes, alchough
no single concentration of more than four bursts was seen. Capt.
Robert G. Matzke led the high squadron, and with him were Lts. Ro-
bert G. Schroeder, Richard Claeys, Kenneth Eros, Richard Jonmes,
James Martin, Benjamin Olsen, Arthur Maenner and Merle P. Brown.

1st Lt. Joe M. Pavin left for the 70ch RD.

HERMULHEIM - The 306th flew 39 a/c, including one PFF Gee-H, three
PFF and three spares as the 40th B Group. Buckeye Blue reported that
the entire area would be overcast and that all bombing would be by
instruments. The lead dropped by Gee-H at 1053 hours and cthe high
and low dropped on the lead. Photos show 10/10ths clouds wicth no
ground detail. The plotted PFF scope photos show the bomb scrikes
about three miles north of the target. There was no AA fire or other
enemy opposition on this group. A few bursts of AA fire were seen to
the left on the turn off the target, and a barrage behind at the
time when there were no a/c near the bursts. Maj. Thomas M. Hulings
led the group, and other pilots were: Capt. Robert R. Denmny and Lts.
Robert Schroeder, Clarence Halliday, Bruce L. Swango, 3enjamin Olsen,
James Martin, Arthur Maenner and Harold McGahan. Lt. Richard Jones,
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a spare, joined the 303rd Group and bombed St. Vich.
2nd Lc. Frank M. Seiford departed for the 70th RD.
5 NIEDERMENDIG - The 306ch put up 39 a/c, including one PFF Gee-H

three PFF and three spares as 40th A Group. Considerable diffi-
culty was experienced in assembly over England due to dense, per-
sistent contrails. Eight a/c flew and bombed with other groups,
Lc. Archur J. Maenner, the only one of these from the 368ch,
bombed wicth the 38lst Group. Bombing was done by Gee-H over 10/10chs
clouds. There was a rack malfunction in the lead a/c of the low
group. The air commander, Lt. Col. Maurice V. Salada, 306th air
executive, cthinking only four a/c did not drop, felt a separate
run was not justified and told them to bring their bombs back.

Six a/c returned bombs from the low squadron, plus one from the
high which could not release. The track obtained from plotted PFF
scope photos show strikes about one mile NW of cargec, which was
Niedermendig A/D. There was no E/A or AA fire on this group. Capt.
Roberc R. Denny flew as deputy group lead. The 368th flew chree
highs of the lead, low and high squadrons, including Lts. Bruce
Swango, Carl Hathaway and Benjamin Olsen; William McCaulie, James
Martin and Arthur Maenner, and Harold McGahan and Robert Schroeder.

Our executive officer, Maj. Edward Miazza, who came over to England
with the 368th, has been transferred to the 423rd Squadron. His

place has been taken by Maj. Willie Williams, Jr., from the 369th
Squadron.

6 COLOGNE - The 306th flew 39 a/c, including one PFF Gee-H, three
PFT and three spares as 40th A Group. Buckeye Blue reported 10/10chs
at the target and said bombing would be by instruments. A Gee-H rum
wvas started on the primary, but 18 miles from the targect che opera-
tor was unable to pick up the tracking blip, and the run was complec~
ed by PFF on the secondary. Photos show no ground detail, but plocted
PFF photos show the main pattern to be just short of the M/Y, wicth
some strikes undoubtedly in the yards. There was meager, tracking
and barrage AA fire at the target for two minutes, and a few scac-
tered bursts crossing the front lines on the way out. Lt. Habert Un-
derwood led the low squadron, with Lts. Richard Claeys, Bruce Swango,
Arthur Maenner, Robert Schroeder, Merle Brown, James Martin, Benjamin
Olsen and William McCaulie. All recurned safely.

2od Lts. Clarence Halliday, Ervin F. Miller, Jr., Dean S. Townsend
and Habert Underwood were promoted to lst Lts., 2 January.

7 EUSKIRCHEN - The 306th had 39 a/c, including one Gee-H, four PFF

and three spares in the air as the 40cth B today. The target was a RR
intersection near Euskirchen. Bombing was by Gee=H and PFF photos
indicate that the pattern was about one mile NW of the aiming poinc.
There was no E/A opposition, and P~5ls provided excellent support
throughout the mission. The weather was 10/10ths over che Channel
and continent, with tops from 12000 to 17000 feec. Capt. Robertc
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Hatzke led the high squadren, wich Lts. Ned McKinny, Richard
Claeys, Clarence Halliday, Roberc Schroeder, Richard Hartshown,
Herle Brown, Harold McGahan and Capt. James 5. Law. Lr. Benjamin
Olsen, flying as a spare, jolned and bombed with the 305th Group.

lac Les. Padraic Evans and Kennech Eros departed for the 70ch RD.

SPEYER - Thircy-eight a/c from the J06th, including one Gee-H PFF,
three FFF and three spares, formed the 40ch A Group. The 306eh
leader discovered at rendezvous that his AFCE was out and thar che
Gee-H, on which the mission depended, was not working. Thircy min-
uces before che IP, Buckeye Red reported thac the weacher was 10/
10chs in che carget area, but he couldn't find the primary which
was jusc south of Landau. Five minuces before the IP he calle.
again and said he could see the ground cthrough heavy haze, but —asn't
sure he was over the targec. The secondary was Landau, and on the
bomb run the lead Mickey operator could not locate the Landau blip
and bombed Speyer. The high and lov squadrons felt chey bombed the
secondary, Landsu, burt plctures indicate all three squadrons bosbed
in the vicinicy of Speyer. Thers was no E/A opposition. AA fire was
moderate, accurate tracking from the Mannheis-Ludwigshafen area is—
mediately afcer bombs avay, aod tracking cthe group around the turn
off the carger.

Capt. Law's afe, #4638, was hit severely by flak and, with twa en-
ginea out, crashed landed at HManscton. T/Sge. Willie S. Fant, cail
gunner, was killed in the crash. Capt. Law, 2nd Lt. Kenneth A. Waic,
co=-piloc, lst Lc. CQuentin Comway, bombardier, T/Sgc. Floyd E. Sweec,
radio, and Sgr. W. O. Timmons, ball turrec, were seriously injured.
Rated as slighrly injured were lsc Lt. Paul V. Coonally, mavigator,
T/Sgc. Denison C. Lockharc, Jr., engineer and Sgc. Edsel H. Trammel,
walsc gunoert.

Le. Bichard Claeys Flev deputy lead for the group, and other 36Bth
pilocs were Lra. Clarence Halliday, Ned McKinny, Harcld McGahan,
John Coyne, Richard Jones, Arthur Maeaner and Lester A. Evans.

2nd Lt. Robert Laden was promoted to lst Lc., 3 January.
lat L. Isidore Dorushkin deparced for che 7O0ch RD.

CYMHNICH - The 306ch flew 38 afc, including four PFF, one Gee-H and
two spares as 40th B Group. The routs was [lovn approzi=ately as
briefed excepr berweea the IF and the targec. Wide sweeping curns
vere made three times over Cologne because of other formariens forc-
ing our group off its Gee-H run. Tha AA gunfire vas moderace to im-
cense, accurate, tracking and visuval in che Cologne area, and dam~
age to J06ch afc was heavy. The deputy leader was knocked dowm, and
the Croup leader was hit and did not recurm to base until a few days
later. On che boghk run the Gee=H went ocut and the lead took over and
made a visual run. The enly photos available are from the high squad-
ron and show strikes complecely obscuring che small town of Bleis-
heim, six miles SE of the primarv. Membars of the 368th vere Lts.
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Carl Hathaway, Lester Evans, William McCaulie, Richard Jones,
Ned McKinny, Roberct Schroeder, Merle Brwon, Richard Hartshorn
and Harold McGahan.

lst Lts. Ervin F. Miller, Jr., and Dean S. Townsend departed
for the 70cth RD.

1st Lts. John Coyne and Robert Laden left for the 70th RD.

F/0 James W. Johnson, bombardier, has accepted appointment as
a 2nd Le., 8 January.

COLOGNE - Thirty-five a/c, including three PFF, represented the
306th in the 40th A Group. The aiming point today was the Hohen-
zollern RR bridge at Cologne. It was bombed visually and photos
show lead bombs on the wesctern approaches to the bridge, with near
misses on the bridge itself. The low hit the small M/Y west of the
bridge. The high had no photos, but crews stated at the time that
their pattern straddled che bridge. Subsequent reconnaissance has
revealed only one direct hit by the high squadron. There was moder-
ate and accurate AA fire at the target, and meager, accurate fire
over the front lines. Our fighter support -was scarce. Col. James

S. Sutton, designated as First Air Division leader on this mission,
and pilot of Gee-H PFF a/c 369-K, could not take off because of en-
gine failure. Lt. Leon Risk led the low squadron, with Lts. James
Martin, Richard Jomes, Clarence Halliday, Bruce Swango, Merle Browm,
Richard Claeys, Benjamin Olsen, Arthur Maenner, William McCaulie,
Ned McKinny and Lester Evans, all of whom returned safely.

2nd Lt. Robert G. Holscher was transferred to the 423rd Squadron.
1st Lc. Robert L. Edwards was transferred to the 70ch RD.

FREIBURG - The primary today was a RR bridge supplying troops in
the Colmar pocket. However, because of 10/10ths cloud conditions
the bombing was done by PFF on the secondary, Freiburg. The 306th
provided 36 a/c, including three PFF, as the 40th C Group. All
Mickey equipment worked well. Strike photos show all the low ground
hidden in clouds with only the tops of hills and mountains protrud-
ing. Fighter support was good, with no opposition. There were only
10 or 12 AA bursts before bombs away, causing no damage. Capt. Robert
Matzke led the high squadron, with Lts. Arthur Maenner, Richard
Claeys, Richard Jones, Charles Witcomb, Ned McKinny, William McCau-
l1ie, Merle Brown and Bruce Swango.

BIELEFELD - The 306ch flew 39 a/c, including one Gee-H PFF, two PFF
and three spares, as 40th B Group. The target today was a RR viaduct
about two miles NE of town. The bombing was accomplished by Gee-H,

chrough 10/10ths undercast, in group formacion. The plot of the PFF
scope photos reveals that scrikes were made about two miles SE of

the aiming point. Strike photos show no ground dectail. Fighter sup-
port was good and especially close in the cargec area. Lt. Leon Risk
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flew che lead plame, with Lt. Col. Eugene LaVier, &23rd C.0.
as air commander. Lis. Richard Claeys, William McCaulie, .n._—:fm:
Haeoner, Benjamin Olsen, Merle Browm, James Martin, Richard
Jones, Charles Witcosb and Harold McCGahan also flew for the 168th.

Capt. Roy E. Buchanan deparced for the 70ch RD.

18 lsc Lt. Clarence L. Halliday left for the JOch RD,
19 Capt. Robert R. Denny was off te cthe 70cth RD.
20 RHEINE - The 306ch flew 39 a/c, including four MH-PFF and three

spares, as -the 40th B Group. The primary today, eicher visual or
Gee-H, vas Sterkrade synthetic oil plant, bur because of 10/10chs
clouds che briefed secondary, Rheine, vas bombed by PFF. It was
incended to bomb the target by Hicro=-H, but beciuse the bescon
scayed in normal mavigatiomal code, undelayed imstead of delayed,
cthe operacor decided thac tha bombas wvould fall sowhere near che
carger, and deécided to bomb PFF. Each squadron made its own bomb-
ing run. There was no opposition. Lt. Med McKinny, afc #3B4-L, had
to crash laod on the cootinent about three miles 5W of A-93. Husber
one engine went out before the IF. He wvenrt into che cargec and
dropped his bombs, lagging behind the formacion. After the targec
his #2 engine alsc went out. He tried to make a landing on the field
but could not complece the circle and crashed. Lt. McEinny and Lt.
J. Webster Beck, and Sgrs. Leon Opper and Freddie B. Hewell were
injured, with the remainder of the crev suffering bumps and bruises.
Ocher 16Bth planes flying this day were Lts. Merle Brown, Benjamin
Olsen, Bruce 5vwapgo, Richard Jones, Harold McGahan, William McCau=
lie, Charles Witcomb and Arthur MHasnner.

21 ASCHAFFENBURG - The 306ch flew 138 a/c, including chres PFF, one
Gee-H and two spares, as 40th A Group. The primary carger was the
marshalling yvards ac Aschaffenburg. A Gée—H Tun was ordered near
the IPF, but because the operator could noc get any signals from the
ground at that time, the lesder tried to make a PFF run. Howewver,
he couldn't ger his bomb bay doors open and the deputy took over te
make the run. The low and high squadrons dropped on the lead. The
high began irs owm FFF rum, but interference from another group
forced ic to abandon the run and to drop oo the lead. The weacher

was 10/10chs over mosc of che conctinent, except for breaks befc-e
che IF. Lr. Haberr Underveood led the lov squadron. Othe: 168ch -tevs
were chose of Los. William HeCaulie, Benjamin Olsen, William D. Car=
der, Archur Haenner, Harold MeGahan, Richard Jones, BRichard Hare=
shorn, Bruce Swango and Charles Wictcoab.

F/O Lawrence W. Burley, radar navigacer, reporced for ducy.
23 1st Le. Jerry E. Brian departed for 70ch RD.

25 Capt. John Jordan and Ind Lt. Berton D. HMarcin wenc co 70ch RD.
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2nd Lecs. Carl Hathavay, Frank Krzemian, William McCaulie, James
Marcin, William Risso, Robert Schroeder, Robert S. Tomlinson,
John G. Weber and Jerome H. Wilf promoted to lst Lts., 21 January.

2nd Lts. Charles 0. Holt, Jr., and Arcthur J. Maenner promoted to
lst Lts., 23 January.

COLOGNE - The 306th flew 39 a/c, including one Gee-H PFF, two PFF
and two spares, as the 40th C Group. The bombing was done Gee-H
in group formacion. Strike photos show hits NW of the targec. Yo
E/A vere seen. We encountered accurate, predicted Flak at bombs
awvay, damaging four a/c severely and seven slightly. Incendiary
AA shells were also fired at us. The weather was almosc a solid
undercast on the way in, with clouds breaking at the target, but
with poor visibility because of intense haze. Maj. Thomas M. Hu-
lings led the group today, and Lt. Leom Risk led the high squad-
ron. Ochers flying for the 368th were: Lts. James Martin, Charles
Witcomb, Benjamin Olsen, Bruce Swango, Richard Hartshorm, Carl
Hathaway, Harold McGahan, Lester Evans and William Carder. All
returned safely.

1lsc Lts. Robert S. Tomlinson, William McCaulie and Robert Schroe-
der left for the 70ch RD.

KOBLENZ - The 306th was designated the 40Och B Group, with 36 a/e
including one Gee-H PFF and two PFF. The deputy lead took over
when the lead's electrical equipment went out south of course in
France, causing the Gee-H set to become inoperative. Bombing was
by PFF with results unobserved, as there was 10/10ths undercasc.
Friendly fighter support was excellent throughout the mission.
Our squadron had Lt. Richard Claeys flying as deputy group lead,
and Lts. Lester Evans, Bruce Swango, Charles Witcomb, Benjamin
Olsen, Richard Jones, William Risso and Harold McGahan.

lst Lts. Arthur J. Maenner and Charles 0. Holt, Jr., departed for
the 70th RD.

DECEMBER AWARDS PRESENTED

Distinguished Flying C:bssea

Capt. Robert R. Denny S/Sgc. Lyle A. Brown

Capt. Edward Seifried S/Sgt. Ceorge L. Barber

1st Lt. Robert J. Curran §/Sgt. Paul Brunectti

1st Lt. Robert J. Chrisjohn S/Sgc. Roy C. Ficklin

T/Sgt. Sherman D. Bennett §/Sgt. John P. Lighcheart
T/Sgct. Curtis N. Foster S/Sgt. Lawrence F. Pesterfield
T/Sgt. Louis R. Gilbert

PURPLE HEARTS BRONZE STARS

S§/Sgt. Robert W. Peatross M/Sgc. GCeorge H. Allen

S/Sgt. Haig Gadarian §/Sgc. Byron W. Pirtle
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1 and three spares, as the 40ch. Assesbly wvas accomplished without
incident and the route was subscancially as briasfed. Buckeve Red
recomeended an lostrument tun because of wveather. This group en—
counctered no fighter opposition and flak was meager, low, barrage
type over the target. Ho other fire was observed. The high squad-
ron was led by cur Capt. Roberc W. Cogswell, and flying with him
vere Capt. James 5. Lawv and Lts. Richard Claeys and Lester Evans.
Capt. Lav, however, dropped his bosbs with the 303rd Group.

3 BERLIN - Thircty-six a/c, including four PFF, was che 306th concri-
bution to the &40ch C; wich an additional six a/c as the lead squad-
ron of D sereening force. D Force folloved the briefed rouce, pull-
ing ahead of the bomber stream north of Hamnover at 1013 houors:
started to discharge chaff ac IP (5213N-1220E) ac 1049 hours, and
turning omorth as briefed. Chaff stopped at 1101 hours, 5243H-1101E.
Buckeye was not heard from directly, but Able force relayed Buckeye
report that target was visual with a fewv low clouwds. FFF equipment
vorked satisfaccorily. P-5is escorted our AC #802-F when it was
forced to leave formation about 1130 hours and recurned alone. Qur
alfe 474=V, L. James Marctin, from L2000 feet observed a B=17 on che
vacer at 330TH-0317E by Gee fix, 1403 hours, and reported coordin-
acea co Alr=5ea Rescue, wvhich acknovledged measage ac 1415 hours.

A reseue lagnch wvas observed approaching ac 1824 hours and lefe che
area atr 1435 hours. Three P=53ls, & B~24 and a B-17 vere still cire-
ling. Ope parachute alsoc was seep at the same time and place. Ocher
Eager Beavers flylog vere Capc. Jases 5. Lav, Lets. Haber: Underwood,
Hareld Alcshuler, James Marcin, Carl Hachaway, William Carder and Les-
ter Evans. Bombing vas wisuwal. The combat vipngs folloving us com—
mented on the excellence of our bombing, buc, despite the fact that
it vas a wvisual target, the smoke a3 a result of che bombing, made
phorographic detall impossible. 1t is chought, nevercheless, chac

the damage was extremely Severe.,

& ATR-SEA BESCUE - Six a/c of che 3106th Group took off from 1241 te
1254 hours, on an Air-Sea Rescue mission. A/C BO2-F, Lr. Harold Hc-
Gahan, aod Bl&=G, Lt. Bichard Claevs, of the 368ch, toek part in
this search, which included the area frowm Great Yarmouth co 5300H=
D420E. Lt. Claeys reported seeing a camvas covered, cigar-shaped
object 10-15 feer long at 1451 hours ac 5249N-D249%E (Gee fix) car-
rying a blue and yellow flag on a 10 foor masc.

3 Znd Le. Ivan F. Walsh promoced to lst Le.

& FULDA = The 306th flew 38 afc, including four PFF, as the 40Cth B
Group. The 36Bth had 12 a/e¢ in che high squadron, with Lc. Leon
Bisk flying as the lead. Assembly at briefed alcicude was impos=
sible due to heavy rain, snow flurries and low clouds; therefore,
weather ship advised assesbly ac 12000 feec. Upon climbimg toc that
level, the group found thick scup still prevailing and descended to
6000 feecr, assembling on Mc. Farm buncher. Because of bad weather,
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the group bombed a target of opportunicty PFF through 10/10chs
clouds. Photos show no ground dectail. PFF operator believes

he hit the town of Giessen, but Gee fixes by four different nav-
igators place strikes act Fulda. On recturm, low clouds and poor
visibilicy forced group to break up, 22 a/c landing avay from
base, all of which have now returned.

LUTZKENDORF -~ Thirty-six a/c flew for the 306th as 40ch A Group.
Assembly was accomplished without incident and route was essen-
tially cthe same. Buckeye Red at 1215 reported target 7/10ths with
inotense to moderate smoke screen, and advised a visual rum, saying
that he would confirm 10 minutes later. At 1225 Buckeye Red re-
peated advice to bomb visually. Eager Beavers flying in the lead
ship were Capt. Robert Matzke, pilot; Lt. Keith L. Warner, navi-
gator, and Lt. Reginald H. Thayer, bombardier. Maj. James McKinney,
369th C.0., flew as the air commander. Lead made a visual run on
Lutzkendorf. Target was visible on approach, but at bombs away vas
obscured by a cloud and smoke. Low saw target from Naumburg, but
could not get bomb bay doors open or salvo on emergency release.
Made PFF run on what operator thought was Mulhausen, but which
turned out to be Nordhausen. Bombardier, seeing that bombs were go-
ing to be over, held bombs and dropped on Menteroda. Pictures show
direcct hits on the town. High found primary obacured by cloud and
smoke, and dropped on Eisleben. Pictures show strikes east of town.
Other pilots flying for the 368th were Lts. Leon Risk, James Martin,
Carl Hacthaway, Harold Altshuler, Bruce Swango, Lester Evans, Benja-
min Olsen and Charles Witcomb.

1st Lc. Robert J. Curran promoted to captain. 2ad Lt. Charles Wic-
comb promoted to lst Lt.

DULMEN - The 306th Group flew 39 a/c, including four PFF, & Micro-H
and three spares, as 40th C, leading the Able force. Assembly was
accomplished without incident. The weather did not break as expected
but suggested a run on the primary anyway. The lead a/c had poor re-
cturns for navigation. One beacon gave a weak returm, but the operator
finally received a beacon clearly enough to be able to make a good
Micro-H run on the secondary, Dulmen, the primary remaining 10/10ths.
As for fighter support, it appeared to be excellent up to the point
wvhere the group started to do 360° turns. The fighters left us, pro-
bably due to their concern over fuel supplies. AA fire was meager

to moderate, and inaccurate. 368th planes in the air were Lts. Les-
ter Evans, Richard Claeys, Bruce Swango, Charles Witcomb, William
Carder and Richard Hartshorm.

DRESDEN - On this mission the 306th flew 39 a/c, including four PFF
and three spares, as 40th C Group. Despite the fact that weather
condictions did not interfere with our assembly, conditions were such
over the target that it became necessary, for reasons of safety and
efficienc bombing, to pass over the target by squadrons, each making
its own run. This mission was not accomplished without incidentc
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as epemy fighters became & primary coocern. At 1233 hours, low
gquadron was flying alone becween Dresden and Chemnitz, afeer hav—
ing made a second Tum oo the target. Lt. Harold McGahan's afe

was acragzling when chree FW 1305, in line abressc from five
o'elock lewvel, came in. As the taill gunner began firing at &00
yards, the FWas broke their formation, one flying high and two low.
The high FW flew directly over McGahan's plane to attack 466-(,
flowvn by Le. William Carder, severely damaging the aircrefr. The
other two FWs broke off to the right, one of them attacking G14-G,
flown by Lt. Donald Sandercock, damaging the plane severely and
wounding two crew membhers. The other closed to within 100 yards of
the lead afc, high elemenc, 297-H, a 363th plane flowm by Lt. Ro-
bert Wood. It was claimed by Wood's top turret gunner. Fortunately,
the GAF planes had only one pass, as they were jumped by our P=51
escorts. Several creus reported this E/A was shot down. Sgt. Louils
Browvn was slighcly wounded. Lt. Habert Underwood led the low aquad-
ron and also flying were Lts. Carl Hathaway, Harold Alcshuler, Ben-
jamin Olsen and Donald Sandercock.

DORTHUND - The 306th flew 39 afc, including one Gee-H, three PFF

and chree spares, aa cthe 40ch B Group. The rendezvous was accomplish=-
ed normally and the route followed as briefed. Fighter supporc was
meager throughout the mission. AA was moderace tracking at the
target for five minutes, off cto che lefr and low by 200 feer. Two
box barrages were observed shead of the formation. Despite this, the
bombing was excellenc. The 306th lead is directly om the MPI, blan-
kecing chat parc of the city not hit by the Able Force. Although the
tun scarced as Gee=H, on the primary, a visual run was made soon af-
ter the IP vas passed. The excellenc bombing results received the
aceencion of cthe Baker leader, who desired to comsend the Gee-H op=
eraror and che lead bombardiers on chelr skillful performance and
team work. The weather cutleck was rather depressing and ic looked
23 though the group might have a precty bad tise of ir; howvever,

due to a leot of good luck, and a good deal of skill, thipgs came our
way the way we always want them—excellent bombing and slight damage,
one step furcher toward the ultimacte defeat of the Axis. 5/5gc. Leon
R. Curry vas slightly wounded. Lt. Leon Risk led the lov squadronm,
and with him were Capr. James 5. Law and Lts. Lescer Evans, Harold
Atshuler, Richard Hartshorn and Merle F. Browm.

BOCHUH - The 306th flew 39 a/e as the 40th C Group, and included in
its array of planes one Gee—H FFF, three PFF and three spares. The
asseshly was accomplished without incident. Fighter support vas racher
geager on this mission, and coupled with meager and inaccurate &4, the
mission was rarher uneventful. Only the lead and low squadrons made 3
Gee=H run on Bechum: adverse wearher prevented photo coverage. The
leader says the bombs were dropped at practically the sa=e point as
the two preceeding groups. The high squadron, being teo far behind,
was por able ro drop on the leader and made a PFF run on the secon—
dary, Munster, with a five-second visual assist. The high did get
strike phoros which indicare chat the bombs fell across the canal at

P
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the NW corner of the airfield, with possible damage to airfield
installacions and to tracks at the southern end of the M/Y, south

of the briefed aiming point. Crew reports are that the chaff worked
perfectly. Damage due to enemy action was negligible. Maj. Thomas

M. Hulings, 368th C.0., led the group with Lt. Habert Underwood as
the copilot. Capt. Leon Risk led cthe low, while other were Lts.

Carl B. Hathaway, James Marcin, Bruce L. Swango, Lester Evans, Ben-
jamin Olsen, Harold Altshuler, Harold McGahan and Capt. James S. Law.

NURNBERG - The 306th flew 36 a/c, including four PFF, as 4Oth A,
assembly being accomplished at 2000 feet higher than briefed altitude.
The group became separated in the soup while climbing over the Chan-
nel. The squadrons being unable to reassemble, went on ahead to join
other groups and to bomb with their respective units. Low squadron
followed the 398th Group into the target area, making its own PFF rum
with no visual corrections and dropping at 1242 hours. Pictures show
strikes close to the MPI. Lead bombardier had three to four-second
correction for rate. Pictures show strikes in southern marshalling
yard. A/c 914-B, Lt. Merle P. Brown, turmed back at 5040Nx0420E, at
1150 hours, and brought back 14x250 and 4M17s. Other pilots were
Capt. James S. Law and Lts. Harold McGahan, William Carder, Richard
Hartshorn, Charles Witcomb, Lester Evans, Harold Altshuler.

NURNBERG - The 306ch flew 36 a/c, including four PFF, as 40th B
Group. Assembly was without incident, and the route was essentially
as briefed. Although the target was reported as visual about 30 min-
uces before arrival, the weacher closed in fast and we bombed PFF.
Fighter support was excellent. The group reported flak as meager,
and inaccurace for about three minutes after bombs away, low and to
the right of the target. There was meager, intermittent, accurate
tracking flak for 10 minutes in the Frankfurt area. Capt. Robert
Matzke led the low, and with him were Lts. James Martin, Merle Brown,
Harold Altshuler, Donald Sandercock, Lester Evans, Charles Witcomb,
Harold McGahan and Ned McKinny.

WITTISTOCK - On this, cthe Group's 300th mission, the 368th squadron
composed the high squadron as the 306th led the First Air Division
with 36 a/c, including four PFF as 40th A Group. At the IP, due to
a misunderstanding, the high squadrom led by Lt. Richard Claeys,
turned off the target prematurely, thinking bombs away. They then
made a run on another target, Ludwigslust, and accomplished the best
bombing results of the day, in true 368th fashion. To Lt. Claeys and
Lt. Sam Hatton, lead bombardier, go the honors of the day for a job
well done. With the single exception of a pass made by two ME 262s
from 12 o'clock to 6 o'clock, the misgion was accomplished withouc
incident. Paradoxically, the E/A vere not see to open fire. Fighter
support was good. Mention is made here of the traffic problem en-
countered at 5323Nx1054E, 1256 hours at Felixsctowe, because of B-24s
assembling south of Lowestoft, causing confusion at Comtrol Poinc 1.
Obgservations made over Germany: an army camp, not on the map, at
$322Nx10S3E: a possible camouflaged dump at Lubz, 5328Nx1200E; air-
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by our fighters; approximately 40 S/E A/C on airfield ar Lubz.

Le. Leon Risk promoted te captain.
Le. John M. Novak assigned to duties as gunnery officer.

23 FLAUEN -= Om chis day, che J06th flew 39 a/c, including four PFF
and three spares, as 40th C Group. The assembly and route were
accomplished as briefed, main actention being cenctered on fighter
suppoert and E/A cpposicion, the brunt of which was borne by the
F-51 escort. Several Mustangs were seen to be engaged in dog =
fights on the deck, south of Stutcgare, at 1309 and 1317 hours.

One S/E EfA was geen to go down as the resulr of accion raken by

the P-51s at approximacely 4LB40HKO944E, 1309 hours. The pllot was
seen to baill out. There was no Elak at the cargec, alchough flak

was cheserved ac Chemnicz, Merseburg, Leiprig and Erfurc. We had

no damage. Weather vas extremely bad at the target, causing the

low and high squadrons to make separace runs, PFF bombing being v
mandatory. With regard to jet acrivicy, three ME 1618 were seen

to take off from Heustadt ASD. Two or cthree wvere observed on an

ASD ac &834Hx0902E, 10 or 12 afec om Hall AJD and 30 5/E EJA on

the ground at approximacely 4310Hx0955E. 3&6Bth crews in the air
were Capts. Leon Risk and Robert HMacrke, and Lets. Wilfred J. For-
ayth, Benjamin Olsen, Herbert Eohn, Bichard Hartshorm, Lescer Evans,
Hed HMceEinny and Capc. James 5. Law. -

o

24 HAMBURG - Thirey 306th afe, including four PFF, flew as the 40ch B
Group. At the cargec flak was poderace, lowv and inaceurace, for
about three miouces afcer bombsz avay. Crevs commenced again on the
effectiveness of chaff. Afrer the turn off the targer crews reporce
heavy, black sooke breaking chrough cthe clouds at about 11,000 fesc.
Mickels were alao a parc of today's delivery. One a/c ac 22,000 -
feet reported cwo flashes, like mirror refleccions, from the water
at 5222Mx0351E, by Gee-H fix acr 1105 houra. Clouds prevented furche
cbeervacion, and the information was phoned to Firsc Alr Division
headquarters. Flying for cthe Eager Beavers were Les. James Marcin,
Hed HMeEinny, Richard Harcshorn, Charles Witcosb, BRichard Claeys,
William 0. Carder, Harold P. Altshuler, Harold H. Horris, Ceotge W.

Purnell and Capt. Jamea 5. Law. =

s

26 BERLIN - Flying thircy-nine afc, imcluding four PFF and three spare
the 306ch provided planes for the &40th B Group. Dur grouped reached
the Dutch ecoast 15 minutes lace because it encounteéred winds en-
tirely different from those that were briefed. Ac 1038 hours, che
group scarced to make a 360° rurn to the lefc, over che Zuider fee,
to avold rumning inco Able forece, finishing turm at 1050 hours.
Shortly before the [P Buckeye White reporced cloud cever at 10/10th
over Berlin and bombing was by PFF. The lead bombed at 1135 hours,
high because of a malfunction in ics Mickey equipment, dropped on th
lead. The low made a separace run. The 106th leader, Capr. Edward W »=
Magee 167ch, with nine trips over Berlin to his eradic, says that o
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day was the easiest ctrip of the lot. Moderate, low and inaccu-
rate barrage from 1153 to 1156 hours, and again from 1158 co 1200
hours. Rather a comfortable thought when we hark back to the days
when the mere mention of Berlin was enough to creace strong dis-
comfort in the minds of those who were about to depart in the wee
morning hours.

27 LEIPZIG - The 306th Group flew 36 a/c, including four PFF, as 40ch
A Group today. Buckeye Blue reported the weather as 10/10ths, and
bombing was by instrumenc. The lead bombed Leipzig PFF at 1403
hours. High squadron, led by Capt. Robert Matzke, dropped on the
smoke bombs of the lead, because of indistinct returns on its Mickey
equipment. Low made a separacte H2X run; and because of weather, no
photos are available. As for enemy opposition, there was none. Qur
escort was close, although it thinned out on the way out, probably
due to the fighters being busy with strafing. AA fire was encountered
but all escaped damage. Moderate, low and inaccurate fire was seen to
the right during the bomb rum. On the turn off the target, sewveral
red bursts were reported behind the target. This was the third suc-
cessive mission to tough targets—Hamburg, Berlin and Leipzig-—in
vhich this squadron took part, and had practically no damage. Eager
Beavers on the day's mission were Lts. Lester Evans, William Carder,

Bruce Swango, Ned McKinny, Herbert Cohn, Paul W. Smith, Charles Wit~
comb, Donald Sandercock and Harold N. Morris.

28 HAGEN - The 306th flew 36 a/c, including 3 PFF Gee-H, as 40th B
Group. When the target was reached it was found to be 10/10ths strato-
cumulus. Obviously, bombing was by instruments. The lead, with Lt,
Habert Underwood out front, bombed the primary Gee-H at 1505% hours.
Ocher Eager Beavers included Richard Claeys, George Purmell, Benja-
min Olsen, Herbert Cohn, Lester Evans, Bruce Swango, Wilfred J. For-

syth, Capt. Leon B. Dorich. Meager AA fire was seen behind the group
at the primary.

EAGER BEAVER PARTY TIME

One of the Eager Beaver highlights this month was the squadrom party
at the Officers' B Mess. Music was by Larry Ames and his Esquires.
Craced by the ladies of Bedford, the atmosphere and party spirit made
for a delightful evening. Present among the guests was the Chief
Eager Beaver, Maj. Thomas M. Hulings, and his charming wife, Capt.
Katherine Hulings; the scation C.0., Col. James S. Sutton; the air
executive, Lt. Col. John Chalfant; the ground executive, Lt. Col.
Charles Duy, and the group S-2, Major John Bairnsfather. Judging from
the comments made by the Eager Beavers and their guests, the parcy
was a success.



Squadron Diaty 136
Jé8ch BOMBARDHENT SQUADRON (H)

1945

MARCH The J06ch Bombardment Group participacted in 2! missiens during

the moncth of March, a marked increase over previous moncths. Ten
of cthe missions were visual, ten were PFF and one was accomplish-
by Gee—H. Of che visual sissions, resulcs were excellent on chree,
good ca four, fair to excellent om one, fair to good on one, and
poor on one. The targets cthis month varied greactly, with railroad
facilities, oil, airfields, sub pens, and power plancs being among
the targets.

1 NECEARSULM - The 306cth flew 36 a/c, one PFF Gee-H, one Gee-H, and
three PFF, as the 40th C Group. While en route, a message was re-
caived from Able leader scating that the primary was obscured,
and that bombing would be by instrument with possible visual ecor-
rections. The lead squadron made a visual correction, but cthe car-
get vas obscured for the last 10 seconds. Lov dropped in a pattern
east of the aiming point and che high picked up the carget visual-
ly for abour two minutes before bombs vent avay and dropped visual-
ly. Photos showed the high smoke bombs headed for the MPI. then ob-
scured by clouds. There was no fighter opposition and there was no
flak, with che exception of a few bursts seen at the front lines,
ponsibly at Freiburg, Taking part in this mission were Caprs. Leon
Dorich and James 5. Law, and Lts. Charles Witcomb, Harold Alcshuler,
Herbert Cohn, George Purnell, Harold Morris, James H. Butler and
Bruce L. Svango.

2 BOHLEN - The 306ch put wp 36 afe, including four PFF, as 40ch B.
At 0950 bours, Scouting Force reporred that the clovd condicions in
the carget area wvere fluctuatiog from 7/10ths to 10/10chs, wich &
hole moving slowly tovard cthe targec. It did poc advise a vigual
run, but would report again in about 10 minuctes. This was repeated
at 1000 hours. The bombing by the lead and low was visval and ex-
cellent. The high squadron was unable to bomb because another group
pasging directly beneach ches abour the times of bombs away. High chen
beombed the H/Y at Penig vith good resulets. Flak was moderace co in=
tense and trackimg. Le. Richard Claeys led che low, and othars wvere
Capt. Leon Dorich, Doaald Sandercock, Harold Alcshuler, George Pur=
nell, William Carder, Richard Hartahorm, Dusane Clocksin, Gordon
Dobba. ¥

& UM = Flying 36 afe, iocluding two PFF Gee-H, one Gee-H and ctwo PFF,
the 306th formed the &0cth A Group. Assembly was over A-59 ac 18000
feet, tuo thousand feet higher than originally planned, because of
dense, persiscent contrails left by previous formacions. Ac 1000
hours, a B-24 formacion appeared on & collision course out of cthe
contrails, and went through the lov squadron, causing it to lose
visual concact wich che lead and high squadrons, and thus to bomb
separacely by PFF. Weather was so bad, Buckeye White advised chat
the formation probably would not ger co the ctarget. Howewer, the
leader saw char the weather vas improving so decided re go ahead.
AMA fire wvas encountered afcer crossing the fronc lines, going in at
about 23000 feec. About four to eight burscs vere seen in che vi=
einity of Freiburg at 1005 hours, for about one minuce. Coming back
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across the lines, AA fire was again observed at about 2000 feet
below the formacion, and were followed by about 20 bursts of ac-

- curare, tracking for about two minutes on the low squadron,
damaging five of its a/c. The lead bombed the primary by Gee-H,
and the high dropped on the lead. Low, becoming separated from the
rest of the group, for reasons explained above, made an {ndividual
PFF run. PFF photos plotted indicacte lead and high patterns just
vest of briefed Gee-H aiming point. Pilots taking part were Capt.
Robert Matzke, leading the high, and Lts. Donald Sandercock, William
Carder, Ned McKinny, Bruce Swango, Richard Hartshorn, Gordon Dobbs,
Lester Evans and Harold Altshuler. Lt. Reginald Thayer, veteran
combat bombardier with a 15th AF tour to his credit, flew as lead
bombardier of the low.

Capt. Robert J. Curran was assigned to the 482nd Group.

DORTMUND - The 306ch flew 39 a/e, including one Gee-H PFF, three
PFF and three spares, as 40th B Group. Due to the failure of the
lead Gee-H set, and with Mickey equipment not working well, the
lead finally dropped on the #3 target, Giessen, by PFF. High squad-
ron dropped on the lead. The low squadron made a separate runm on
Siegen. Moderate, inaccurate barrage of AA fire was observed, with
no damage to this group. A/c 474-V, Lt. Herbert Cohn, flying spare,
collided with a/c 807-P, Lt. Clifford Steiger of the 423rd, at
5207Nx0710E, ac 1048 hours. As Steiger dropped back, his tail seec-
tion ran into the #1 prop of Cohn's a/c, knocking off a prop. Lt.
Cohn and crew came back to base safely. Unfortunacely, the same was
not the case for Lt. Steiger who crashed on the continent near A-70,
the tail gunner being killed. Capct. Leon Risk led the group today
with Lt. James E. Martin flying deputy lead. Other 368th crews were:
Lts. James A. Burgess, Ceorge Purmell, Wilfred Forsyth, Charles Wit-
comb, Ned McKinny, James H. Butler, Herbert Cohn and Capc. James S.
Law.

2nd Lt., James A. Frederick was promoted to lst Lt., 5 February.
2nd Lt. Ira C. Fatheree, electronics officer, joined the squadron.

GELSENKIRCHEN - The 306th flew 39 a/c including one PFF Gee-H, cne
Gee-H, three PFF and three spares as 40th C Group. The target was
found to be covered with 10/10ths cloud and bombing was dome by
Gee-H in group formacion, all planes dropping on the lead. The mis-
gion was without incident, all planes returning safely without dam-
age from the AA fire, meager to moderate, to the left of our forma-
tion. Maj. Thomas M. Hulings, 368th C.0., led the group, with Lts.
Harold Morria, Ned McKinny, Harold Altshuler, Herbert Cohn, James
Butler, Lester Evans and George Purmell.

DORTMUND - We put up 39 a/c as the 40th A Group, flying with two
PFF Gee-H, two PFF and three spares. The briefed primary was Coes-
feld, but because of a faulty electrical system in the lead a/c
and poor reception of the Gee-H rate beacom, each squadron made a
separate PFF run on Dortmund, the #4 ctargec. The ctarget was com~
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plecely covered by clouds, ctherefore the bosb scrikes could not -
be plotced. Flak was moderate, low and inaccurate tracking in

the targec ares—only one a/c Iin the lead was dasaged, none in

the high and low. Eager Beavers [lying today were: Lt. Habert Un-
derwvood, leading the low squadron, and Capr. James S. Law and Lts.
Bichard Harcshorn. Benjamin Olsen, CGordon Dobbs, Herbert Cohm,

Bruce Swango, George Purnell, Wilfred Forayth and Fascton Effland.

2od Lts. William Carder, Richard Jones, Harold Morris, Benjamin
Olsen, Donald Schertz, Alban Varnado were promoced to lst Les.,
7 March.

F/O Russell Urich wvas discharged to sccept a commissicn as 2nd Lt.,
B March.

BREMEN - An uneventful mission vas flovn to Bremen today. The 306ch =
put uwp 36 a/e, wich four PFF, as the 40th A Group; the 3168ch pro-
vided 12 ships wich Capt. Robert Maczke leading the high squadron.
The three squadrons sade individual PFF runs and dropped chrough
10/10chs clouds, and cthe plotted scope phoros indicate scrikes wvery
close to the briefed aiming point. There vas no baccle damage from
moderate, inaccurate barrage and tracking flak. Also flying were Capt
James 5. Lav and Lts. Charles Wiccomb, Richard Hartshorn, Benjamin -
Olsen, Lescer Evans, Hed McKinny, Barold Alcshuler, Easton Effland,
Bruce Svango, Dusne Clocksin aod Gordon Dobbs.

1sc Le. Paul Connelly was transferred to the 303rd Group. -

—

SWINEMUNDE - Another uneventful mission today, on dock and dock fa-
cilities, che bombing being through 10/10ths undercast with unob-
served resulcs. Tha 36Bth flev cthe lead coday wvith the group pucting ™°
up 36 afec. PFF plocs show our pacttern very close to che briefed aim-
ing poinc. Flak was meager to moderate, very lov and so ipaccurate
that no afc were damaged. Friendly fighter support was good, and as
in yescerday's mission, no HME 1&ls or other E/A were encouncered.
Capt. Leon Dorich flew as copilot for the lead a/c and Lt. Richard
Claeys was deputy lead. Other 168th men were Capt. James 5. Law, and
Les. Benjamin Olsen, Hed McKinny, Lester Evans, Bruce Svango, James =
Butler, Duane Clocksin.

HILDESHEIM — We did sose excallent bombing coday, with all chrees Lo
squadrons blankering che aiming poinc. It was difficulc to pick up
through che dense haze in the targec area, but the lead bombardier

was able ro make a 90-second run. We put up che chree highs, nine

ale, vick a total of 36 in the group. Damage from AA fire was one "
slight, in the low squadron. Eager Beavers flying today were Lts.
Harold Morris, James Burgess, Herbert Cohn, Richard Jones, Duane
Clocksin, Gordon Dobbs, Donald Sandercock, Hed HcKinny and James But=
ler.

2nd Lts. Sogert Haining, Murray Hepple and Bruce Swange were pro=
moced to lsc Lts., 10 HMarch. =

ZOSSEN - The 368th puc up the low squadron today with nine a/c, led
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by Lc. Richard Claeys. Capt. James S. Law and Lts. William Carder,
Donald Sandercock, James Burgess, Wilfred Forsych, Harold Morris,
Lester Evans and James Butler flew in the lead section and the low
£light. Dense haze obscured the briefed MPI and all squadrons missed
the target, the low dropping in a small town west of Mellen Zee.
P-51s gave continuous close support throughout the mission.

MOLBIS - The 368th flew high today, putting up nime a/c with Capt.
Robert Matzke leading. Each squadron made a PFF run on the # 2 tar-
get, a large powver plaant was the aiming point. There is no indica-
tion of where the high bombs hit, but plotted PFF photos of the lead
show strikes on the briefed MPI. Again, P-51s were with us all the
wvay.

BERLIN - The 368th provided nine a/c today as the lead of the 40th
C Group. Capt. Robert Dodge led the group, and with him were Capc.
James S. Law and Lts. Richard Claeys, Benjamin Olsen, Harold Alt~-
shuler, Gordon Dobbs, Richard Jones, James Burgess and George Pur~
nell. Three to 6/10ths low clouds and dense, persistent contrails
necessitated bombing by inscruments. We were able to put in a visual
assist, however, 30 seconds before bombs away. The lead bombardier,
Le. John G. Weber, picked up the aiming point and made the necessary
corrections. Strike photos show our patterm slightly north of the
aiming point, which was a choke point in a M/Y. Several bomb hits
were observed to be on the briefed MPI. AA fire was accurate today,
this carget being cthe great "checkout" town of the Reich. The flak
vas from moderate to intense, both barrage and tracking over Berlin,
damaging four severely and eight slightly in the lead squadron.
Thircy-three out of the group total of 36 a/c sustained battle dam-
age. Fifteen to 20 E/A were seen in the target area, mostly ME 262s.
One of them made a half-hearted pass at our group from 2000 yards
behind and to the right, and fired about 10 bursts. A lone ME 109
also made a pass on our lead squadron but then broke away and at-
tacked the high squadron. P-51s provided good close support and sev-
eral times were seen in dog fights wich E/A.

F/O Milton Rosen was discharged to accept a commission as 2nd Lt.,
17 March. :

PLAUEN - We put up the three "highs" today. The primary target was
oil at Molbis, but because of dense haze and contrails, each squad-
ron making an fndividual PFF run. Several strikes were seen by lead
and low squadrons, and photos show lead strikes just north of the
visual aiming point. Our P-51 escort was in the area constantly.
Only six scattered bursts of flak were fired on our group after the
turn off the target. 168ch pilots flying today were: Capt. James S.
Law and Lts. Benjamin Olsen, Wilfred Forsyth, Herbert Cohn, Richard
Jones, Gordon Dobbs, Duane Clocksin, James Burgess and James Buctler.

Maj. John H. Buile was assigned today to the 423rd Squadron as C.0.

RHEINE -~ The 368th put up nine a/c in the low squadron, 40th A Group.
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Le. Richard Claeys led, wich Lets. Richard Harcshorn, Wilfred For- =
syth, George Purnell, Duane Clocksin, Easton Effland, Charles Wic-
comb, Harold Altshuler and Herbert Cohn. There was only a slighe
haze at che carget and all three squadrons made iodividual visual
runs. lst Lt. John G. Weber, lead bombardier in the low squadren,
dropped squarely on the aiming point, obscuring it. Every bomb

fell within the briefed target area. All crews came back with che
feeling thar this was a highly successful mission; many fires were -
seen in Wescern Germany from other bombing.

DORSTEN - The 368cth flew ten a/c as high squadren of the 40ch B
Group, led by Capt. Leon Dorich, and followed by Capt. James 5. Lav ™
and Les. Hed HcEinny, Lescter Evans, Benjamin Olsen, Harold Aleshuls
Charles Witcomb, Herbert Cohn, Duane Clocksin and James Butler. The
veacther was clear over the continent, but a ground haze made iden- .
tificacion of the target difficule. The lead and low both bombed
visually and ve made a Gee~H run wvith a 15 second visual correccion
Fhoros show our hics om the wvest end of Celsenkirchen. We received
all cthe flak damage coday, encountering meager but accurate crack= &
ing for four miouctes ia the carget area. This resulced in one se-
wvere and three slight. We also sighted a lone FW 190 in the carget
area, about 000 yards away. He scarced to make a pass from 10 .
o'clock high but broke away at 1500 yards.

COESFELD - The 368th put up eight a/c im the lead squadron wich L.
Richard Claeys flying as depucy. Ocher 168th pilots were Lts. Georp™
Furnell, Benjamin Olsen, Wiflred Forsyth, Jases Butler, Richard Jor
James Burgess and Herbert Cohn. The aiming point was M/Y in Coes-
eld. The veacher was clear throughout che mission and all squadrons
made individual wisual runms. Our pactern fell slighcly shore of the
briefed MFI. There wvas no E/A seen and flak damage was nonexistent
within che entire group.

HESEFE - The 368cth flev 12 a/c as cthe low squadron of the 40ch D
composicte group. The wveather was clear except for a lighc ground
haze during the entire route and we attacked visuwally. Our aiming .
point was the airfield act Heaepe, but our pactern fell short to the
southeast. There was no E/A opposition and cthere were only four in-
accurate buracs of flak on che bomb run. Lc. Baberc Undervood led
the low sguadron, leading Les. Richard Harcshornm, Jases Burgess, Befs
jamin Olsen, Leater Evans, MNed HeEinny, Richard Jones, Duape Clocks
Harold Alrshuyler, Charles Wiccosh, Wilfred Forsycth and James Butlet

TWENTE — The 306th Flew 1) afc as high squadron of 40th A Group. Thiy
16Bch flew three men, Lts. Willis C. Holder, Herbert Cohm and Easte
Effland, as Ffs &, 5 and 6 in the lead section. The targer was the
airfield and we bombed visually with excellent results. 5Strike
photes show hits scarcing at the morthern edge of the field and cor
tiouing chrough the brisfed aiming poink.

Ll

ind Lt. Russell Urich deparced for 70ch RD. -
Ind Lt. George W. Purnell promoted to lsc Lec., 23 March.
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Capt. Keith Warmer and lst Lt. William Carder departed for 7cOh RD.

BERLIN - Lt. Richard Claeys led the low squadron today, with Lts.
Lester Evans, deputy, Harold Altshuler, Benjamin Olsen, James But-
ler, Wilfred Forsyth, Richard Jones, Richard Hartshorn and Ned Mc-
Kinny. Our greatest enemy today was the weather which forced assem-
bly 9000 feet above the briefed 14000 feet altitude. There was mul-
tilayered cloud, almost solid, and dense, persiscent contrails up
to 23000 feec. This also caused several a/c to be unable to find the
formacion, and our pilots, Lts. Butler and Hartshorn, joined and
bombed with the 38lst and 305th Groups, respectively. Lt. Jones
bombed Detmold, a targec of opportunity, alome. We had a near trag-
edy today, but luckily no one was hurt, when Lt. Forsyth crash land-
ed in the water just off shore near Dungeness on the way home. Except
for getting wet when they waded ashore, everyone was ok. Each squad-
ron made a separate PFF run on the target and photos show no ground
detail. There was no fighter opposition, and the "wonder of wonders"
was, AA fire was meager to moderate, low and inaccurate.

Joining the squadron today were 2nd Lts. Alfred D. Sykes, Colin L.
Valenctine and Thomas C. Grimes; F/O Ralph O. Sheppard, and Cpls.
Donovan P. Hickey, Ronald H. Zachau, Wayne C. Pearson, Charles W.
Lowell, Jr., and Walter S. Stoughton.

lst L. Guillermo Perez departed for 70th RD.

BREMEN - The 368th flew twelve a/c as the 40th B High. The targec was
a highway bridge and our bombing was visual and fair. The pactern
started at the north end of the bridge, going into the built up area
to the north. Fighter support was excellent. AA fire was moderate,
accurate tracking, and we suffered one severe and nine slighc bactle
damaged planes. Capt. Robert Matzke led the low, and flying with him
were Capt. James S. Law, and Lts. Eascon Effland, Lester Evans, Bruce
Svango, James Butler, Richard Hartshorm, Ned McKinny, George Purmell,
Richard Jomes, Harold Altshuler and Herbert Cohn.

HALLE - The 368th flew ten a/c as the lead squadrom of the 40th C
Group. Assembly was confused due to the larger number of a/c forming
in the same area and the large number of flares, which made {dentif-
ication of individual groups difficult. Over the targec the weather
was 10/10ths. Just short of the IP, before starting a PFF rua on
Halle, the lead was forced to make a 360 before starting its run.

. The Mickey equipment became faulty onm the runm, so the lead squadron

made a left turm and took another IP for a second run. Photos show
no strikes, but PFF photo plots positively identify the target on
the second run as Bitterfeld instead of Halle. The high made a sepa-
rate run and bombed Leipzig; the low made a second run and bombed
Halle. The 368th suffered no bactle damage. Lt. Richard Claeys led
the group and Lt. Lester Evans flew as depucy lead. Other 368cth
crews were those of Lts. Easton Effland, Bruce Swango, Harold Alt-
shuler, Duane Clocksin, George Purmell, Ned McKinny, Charles Wit-
comb and Herbert Cohn.
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AFRIL The J0&6ch Group parcicipated in |7 missions during April, 15 .
bombing and two special leaflec operacions in which rhe JGBLH
did not participare. Favorable weather played a role in the
highest percentage of visual bombing for many months and results
were generally very sactisfactory, rangiong from good to excellent on ™
11 visual operations. Four of the missions were FPFF with unobser-
ved resules. Targets varied for the month, wich railway facil-
ties, ordnance dumps, airfields and dock areas being asong those
actacked. On two occasions missionns were flown again the Cerman=
occupled Royan area in France. These vere tactical missions in
support of ground forces attacking che pocksr.

Due to che rapid advance of Allied ground forces engulfing the

Reich, and the subsequent linkup with the Soviet Army, many tar-

gets were overrum and no bombing missions were flowm by che J06ch
afcer 19 April. As in pasc moenths, friendly fighter supporc was -
excellent, and che Lufcwaffe was conspicuous by its absence.

3 EIEL = The 368cth flew 12 afc as thes high squadron of che 40ch B
composice group. Our planes vere led by Lr. Richard Claeys, with
Capr. James 5. Law as deputy lead. Ocher 368th pilecs and crews
were: Lts. Lescer Evans, Paul Greer, Duane Clocksin, Harold Alc-
shuler, Charles Witcomb, Ned McKinny, James Burler, Bruce Swango, -
James Burgess and F/O Easton Effland. The veacher wvas 10/10chs and
che #2 cargec, Fiel, vas accacked by PFF; oo photos are available
as our squadron did not have a camera. P-51s3 gave close support and
no E/A were seen. Flak was meager, lov and scaccered at the target.

4 FASSBERG - Out of 16 a/e flying in the &0th C Group, cthe 368ch
put up nine afc, with Capt. Leon Dorich leading the low squadron. -
Afcer makiog two tuns and findimg LO/10chs eloud cover ever the &1
targec, the low squadron brought its bombs back, not being able to
find a carget of opportunity within the permitced bombing area. The
lead squadron bombed on ics firsc run, and the high squadron om its
second run. There were no E/A atctacks on our group, but VHF reporcs
indicated E/A were in che area. Ocher Eager Beavers flying wvere Lts.
Lester Evans, James Burgess, Paul Greer, Jamea Butler, Richard Harc= »
shorn, Charles Witcoab, Fred Hales and Duane Clocksin.

3 VEIDEN — The 368th flev nine afc as high squadron of che 40th B
Group. Although the weather at the carget vas 7 to 10/10chs, all
squadrons made individual PFF runs without visual corrections. Wea=-
ther condirions prevented Lts. Duane Clocksin, Paul Greer and F/O
Eascon Effland from making rendezvous. Lts. Clocksin and Greer bomb-
ed Ingolscade wich cthe 92nd Group, and F/O Effland flew and bombed
vich che 35lsc Group. All a/c returned safely and wichour damage.
Lr. Gordon Dobbs lad the high squadron, and with hims were Lrs. Les-
cer Evans, Herbert Cohn, James Burgess, James Bucler and Capt. Jamas
5. Law.

6 LEIPZIG - The 368th flew 10 a/c as lead of a tocal of 38 planes in a
the 40ch B Group. The 2 targec, Leipzig, was covered by 10/10ths
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cloud and was bombed PFF, each squadron making a separate run
with no visual correction. P-51ls gave us close support through-~
out the mission. There was meager to moderate, inaccurate, track-
ing flak well off to che left in the target area for three min-
utes before bombs away. Lt. Richard Claeys led the group, and
other 368th pilots and crews were Lts. Bruce Swango, Fred Hales,

Paul Greer, Delbert McGinnis, Ned McKinny, Herbert Cohn, Charles
Witcomb and Capt. James S. Law. ’

WESENDORF - The 368th put up three ships as high element of the
lead, low and high squadrouns, comprising the 40ch C Group., We
bombed the #1 target visually with excellent results. The pactern
covers all installations on the northern end of the airfield, cen~
tered on the briefed aiming point. A few bursts of light AA were
observed well below the formation, at the targec. Eager Beavers
in the air today were Capt. James S. Law, Lts. Delbert McGinnis,
Charles Witcomb, Richard Hartshorn, Herbert Cohn, James Burgess,
James Bucler and F/0 Easton Effland.

STASSFURT-LEOPOLDSHALL - The 368th flew nine a/c as low squadron
of the 40th A Group, and Maj. Thomas M. Hulings, our C.0., led the
A Group. The lead squadron bombed with a visual correction, and
the high squadron dropped on the lead., The low squadron started a
PFF run but the bombardier took over visually when an opening in
the clouds allowed identification of the M/Y. Strike photos show
our pattern direcctly on the aiming point selected, namely, the
intersection of the highway and the M/Y. Others flying today were
Lts. Gordon Dobbs, leading, Lester Evans, Alfred Sykes, Richard
Hartshorn, Duane Clocksin, Ned McKinny, Bruce Swango, James Burgess
and Fred Hales.

ORANIENBURG - The 306th put up 36 a/c of which che 368th provided
nine, as the 40ch B High. The #1 target was actacked visually in
clear weather with excellent results, our squadron blanketing the
assigned ctarget. P-5ls furnished excellent support throughout the
mission. We were forced into Wittenmberge flak by another group for
two minutes, suffering damage of three severe and two slighc. Lt.
Richard Claeys led the high and F/O Easton Effland flew deputy lead.
Others wvere Capt. James S. Law and Lts. Lester Evans, Wilfred For-
syth, Duane Clocksin, Charles Witcomb, Delbert McGinnis and Herbert
Cohn.

KRAIBURG - The 368th led the 40th C Group of 36 a/c, nine of them
from the 368th. There was meager accurate tracking flak from Stuct-
gart on the way in, causing damage of four slight in our squadron.
We actacked the #1 target in CAVU weacher and photos show hits on
the briefed aiming point, with the main weight of the pattern slight.
NE. The low bombs fell directly on the assigned MPI, and che high
bombs fell into the smoke of the lead and low. Capt. Roberc Maczke
led the group, with Lt. Bruce Swango as deputy lead. Other 368ch
pilots were Capt. James S. Law and Lts. Harold Altshuler, Fred Hales
Herbert Cohn, Richard Jones, James Butler and James Burgess.
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APRIL (con't) WEUMINMSTER - The J68ch puc up nine a/c todav as high elemencs

13 of the lead, low and high squadrons. The J06th formed che 16-
plane 40ch A Group. We accacked Neumunscer ¥/Y, #2 targec in
aleosec clear weather, each squadron making an individual um.
Piceures show hits of the lead on or very near the briefed aim-
ing point. Because of smoke in the target area, the high changed
its aiming point and blackeced the porth end of cthe H/Y. The low
squadron also changed to the souch end of the MW/Y. Shortly afger
the cargec, B force called our leader and commented on the excel-
leace of the 106th bombing. There wvas no E/A oppositica, and no
AA fire. Flying for our squadron were: Capt. James 5. Law; Lrs.
Bruce L. Swango, Duane Clocksin, Richard Jones, Fred Hales, Al-
fred Sykes, James Burgess, Wilfred Forsych and F/O Eascon Eff-
lapd.

L& ROYAN AREA = The J06ch flev the 40ch A Group with 36 afc, nine
in the low squadron being from the l6Bch, and with Le. Gordonm
Dobbs leading. This mission was directed against the German pock-
er of resistance above Bordeaux, the targecs being scrong poincs
and gun emplacesents in the area. Qur squadron misidencified ics
aiming point and synchronized on the vrong patch of wvoods, which
was pnorth of the briefed aiming point. The lead's pacterm wvalked
across its aising polnt and the high paccerm hic slighcly shore.
We had no [ighter escort ctoday. Several crevs reporc seeing a lome
JU BB berween the IF and cargec. Capt. James 5. Law, Lra. Richard
Hartshorn, Herberc Cohn, Wilfred Forayth, James Bucler, ¥ed McKinny
and James Bigham, and F/0 Easton Effland flev for the 168th coday.

15 EOYAH AREA = The J0&cth puc up 39 afec and accacked che Royan area
again. The J&Beh flew LD afc with L. Richard Claeys leading che
low aguadren. The wveather was clear over che cargec and esach
aquadron made separate visual runs, accacking #2 cargecs in che
area with good results. Ocher 368th pilocs flying today were Capt.
James 5. Lav and Les. Alfred Sykes, James Butler, James Bigham,
[eane Clocksin, Hed MeKinny, Fred Hales and Harold Aleshuler.

16 PLATTLING - The J06th flew 38 afc and atcacked che W'Y acr Place-

. ling, the /1 carget. Pictures shov thac che bomb paccerns of all
three squadrons vere so nearly on the same briefed aiming poinc
that only a few hits can be seen outside the patcern. We flew in
the lead today with Capc. Leom Dorich and Les. Cordon Dobbs, Her-
bert Coha, Richard Harcshoen, James Bigham, Charles Wiccomb, Harold
Aleshuler and Alfred Svkes.

17 DRESDEN - The 306th put up 39 afc as the &40th C Group attacking
Dresden. The 168cth flew three high elements of lead, low and high
squadrons. There was considerable confusion in the area of che IF
due to heavy haze, clouds and contrails, plus the fact that the
Third Air Division was in che area at the same Cime. Ocher forma-
tions flev various courses which interfered wich the bemb rum of
ar least one of our squadrons. The lezad made a visual rum, che
high made a PFF run wich visual correccion, and the low starced a
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APRIL (con't) PFF rum, but was forced to change course twice to avoid ocher
formations, and then turned off to make a second run. In the
confusion the deputy, thinking the leader's bombs had dropped
released his own bombs, and seven a/c of cthe squadron dropped
their bombs on his signal. Low leader then decided not to make
the second run. The lead's bombs hit the aiming point. Photos
indicacte high hits in M/Y north of the river. There was no E/A
opposition, although jets were reporcted in the area. AA gun fire
at the target vas moderate and tracking for about three minutes.
Eager Beavers flying today were Lts. Richard Hartshorn, Richard
M. Weiser, Jr., Herbert Cohn, James Burgess, Wilfred Forsyth,
Charles Witcomb, Harold Altshuler, Delbert McGinnis and F/O
Easton Effland.

18 ROSENHEIM - The 368th put up 10 a/c of the low squadron of 40th
B Group today, led by Lt. James E. Martin. Bombing was done vis-
uvally, each squadron making a separate run on the M/Y. Photos
show lead and high on the MPI, and the low pattern overlapping
the firsct two squadrons. P-51s provided good support throughout
the mission. Two a/c in the low squadron were damaged severely
vhen we encountered meager, inaccurate, tracking fire from the
vicinicty of Hattemberg. It had the appearance and characteristics
of light flak. Our true altitude was only about 10000 feet because
of the mountains over which we were flying at the time. Our men
flying were Lts. Charles Witcomb, James Burgess, Delbert McGinnis,
James S. Lett, Wilfred Forsyth, Fred Hales, Lawrence E. Marks,
James Bigham and F/0O Easton Effland.

19 FALKENBERG - The 368th flew tem a/c in the high squadron of the
40ch A Group, with Lt. Richard Claeys leading. There were 38 a/c
in the 306th Group. With about 1/10th cumulus in the target area
each squadron made a separate visual run. Our squadron, the high

i dropped on the first rum, hitting the aiming point squarely. Lead
and low squadrons were forced off their bomt runs by other a/c
and made additional runs, also hitting the aiming point. 368th
pilots on the mission were Lts. Alfred Sykes, Richard Hartshorm,
Ned McKinny, Duane Clocksin, James Bigham, James Burgess, Fred
Hales, Richard Weiser and Lawrence Marks.

TOURS COMPLETED, DEPARTED

Capts. George T. DeVack, James S. Law, Leon Risk and Lts. Harold
Morris, Donald Sandercock, Bennett H. Schwartz, Roger W. Haining,
Murray Hepple, Willis C. Holder, Merle P. Browm, Benjamin Olsen,
ponald Schertz, John G. Weber, George Purnell, Lester Evans, Paul
Greer, Cyrus B. Rubenstein, Richard W. Jones, Bruce L. Swango,
Henry M. Campbell, William A. Wilsom, Jr., Wyatt L. Gillaspie,
and Gene B. Howe.

PROMOTIONS
lst Les. to Captain - Reginald Thayer, Habert Underwood and Paul

C. Wagner.
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APRIL (con't) 2nd Lts to 1lst Lts. - Leslie F. Campbell, Herbert Cohn, Lyle
Dorman, Paul H. Greer, Richard Hartshorn, Gene B. Howe, Joseph
Jaeger, Raymond LeKashman, Ned McKinny, James E. Shook, Harold
Altshuler, James Burgess, James Butler, Gordom Dobbs, Fred
Hales, Elmer E. Hunt, Robert I. McCutchan, Delbert McGinnis,
Anthony Mura, George Faulkner, Alva McCalley, Stanford Schoen-
berger and Louis F. Thompson.

COMBAT CREWS ASSIGNED TO THE SQUADRON:

2nd Lts. James C. Bigham, George T. Watkins, Donald S. Kuesel:
Cpls. Dale L. Smith, Lawrence E. Thompson, Oliver J. Koniarski,
Henry L. Tackwell, Floyd A. Turmer and Harry D. Wilmore.

2nd Lr. Richard K. Weiser, Jr., Gerald A. Wiley and Walter V.
Latscha; Sgt. William C. McCrorie, Raymond R. Mundy and Edgar L.
Ranck, Jr., and Cpls. Vincent M. DeCesare, Vincent L. Foster, Jr.,
and Lowell D. Daniels.

2n0d Lts. Lavrence E. Marks, Fred E. Lowe, and Fred W. Rusch:
Sgts. Floyd D. Park, Jr., James K. Sheets, Jr., and John W. Miner,
and Cpls. Emil R. Fulan, James R. White, and William E. Morgan.

20d Lts. John J. Gaydosh, Allan A. Lawson; F/O Charles H. Bremer;
Sgts. Herbert V. Spradlin and Lester H. Strong; Cpls. Joseph J.
Marciano, John J. Broughan, Dillon J. McDermott and Harry G. Shin-
gledecker.

2nd Lts. William L. Heiser, John E. Smith and James J. Dougherty;
and Cpls. Calvin P. Martin, Thomas Urspruch, Jr., Orbin N. Thomp-
son, Robert E. Fullerton, Merle M. Karber and Paul B. Thomas.

2nd Lts. James S. Lett, Robert J. Runner and Henry G. Nebeker;
Cpls. Harry L. Meyer, Jr., Earl L. Norhous, Gerald T. Garrison,
Dale D. Poehlman and Fred W. Vandeventer, and Baldemar C. Rod-
riquez.
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Commanding Officers

William F. Lanford, 18 Mar 42 to 19 Jan 43
Mack McKay, 20 Jan 43 to 8 Apr 43

John M. Regan, 9 Apr 43 to 13 Apr 4L
Maurice Salada, 14 Apr 43 to 24 Oct 44
Thomas H. Hulings, 2570Oct 4% to unk

Executive Officers: Edward T. Miazza, Willie S. Williams, Jr.

Operations Officers: Walter N. Smiley, Willifam E. Friend, Jr., William C.
Melton, Jr., Elbert Odle, George T. DeVack, Robert G. Maczke

Engineering: Robert A. Gearhart, Robert S. Stevens, William Widlansky,
John P. Walsh

Communications: Elbert Odle, Jesse L. Milburm, Robert Klawuhn, W{lliam Foose

Adjutants: Louis Schulstad, Edward T. Miazza, Edgar S. Hallman, Richard L.
Moore, Albert Greaves, Robert L. Whitney

Navigators: Wallace D. Boring, Maynard D. Dix, Roy E. Buchanan, Keith L.
Warner, Paul C. Wagner

Bombardiers: Robert T. Levy, Joseph E. Kosakowski, Stanley Silverstein,
Eduardo Montoya, Donald R. Ross, Irving Nortom, Ralph E.
Bordner, Reginald H. Thayer, Jr.

Armament: Louis Schulstad, John E. Bennett
Ordnance: Thurman E. Dawson, Richard L. Moore, William Wiaship
Gunnery: William E. Foose, Edwvard J. Seifried

Intelligence: Robert W. Smith, Jeremiah.. 0'Sullivan, Alfred W. Weld, William
C. VanNorman, Ralph Schreiter

Supply: James Ferguson, Edgar W. Hallman, Robert L. Whitney
Medical: Harold D. Munal, James E. McClung
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Name P/CP Arrival Departure Status Cadet Class
Allen, Dean C P+ 44-06-07  44-08-26 MIA/POW  43-J, Sumner, NM
Allen, John J cp 44-04-29  44-10-00 Tour 43-F,, Stockton, CA
Altshuler, Harold P P+ 45-01-13  45-05-00 Tour 43-D, Albany, GA
Arrison, Frank R Jr CP 43~03-12  43-05-21 KIA 42-1, Minter, AL
Barnes, Harold E CcpP 43-01-16  43-U7-19 Tour(25) RAF
Bayless, Charles M CP-P  43-10-21 44-92-25 MIA/POW  42-D, Columbus, MS
Belser, Joseph E (¥*)P+ 43-04-23  44-01-04 Tour(25) 42-D, Columbus, MS
Bigham, James C p+ 45-04-02  46-06-00 (8) CJ 44-F, Marfa, TX
Bodenhamer, Robt A CP 44-12-30 45-00-00 Tour 43-J, Enid, OK
Boswell, Gwynn A P+ 44=-04-29 44-09-30 ‘Tour 43-G, Lubbock, TX
Bourn, Oscar B CP 43-11-18  44-02-25 MIA/POW  43-G, Waco, TX
Brady, Thomas J cp 43-09-15  44~01-11 POW/DOW  43-D, Blythevillie, AR
Breslin, William E P# 44-04-29  44-07-31 Tour 43-G, Albany, GA
Brown, Merle P CcP-P 43-10~14  44-03-06 Internee 43-G, Altus, OK
44-10-0Y  45-04-00 Tour
Brunn, Floyd P+ 43-11-2/ 44-06-05 Tour 43-D, Blytheville, AR
Bruton, Max J CP-P  44-07-05 44-12-16 Tour 44-A, Stockton, CA
Buchanan, Orvilie L. P 42-06-00 42-08-00 41-L, Stockton, CA
Buddenbaum, Otto A P+ 42-06-01  43-U3-08 KIla 42-B, Luke, AZ
Bumgarner, Dellon E CP-P  44-06-04  44-10-09 Tour(34) 4&4-A, Stockton, CA
Burgess, James A 4 45-01-10  45-06-00  (26) 44-C, Albany, GA
Butler, James H P+ 45-02-03  46-02-12  (28)CJI 44-F, Douglas, AZ
Cabe, Kenneth R CcP 43-10-00 43-11-03 KIA
Campbell, Henry E P 44-10-06  45-04-19 Tour 44-F, Stuutgart, AR
Carder, William D CP-P  44-04-29  45-03-27 Tour
Chrisjohn, Robert J P+ 44-07-17  44-12-29 Tour(35) 44-A, Douglas, AZ
Christianson, M.E CP-P  44-04-29 44-08-13 Tour 43-H, Brooks, 1X
Claeys, Richard W P 44-07-27 Tour(71) RCAF
Clocksin, Duane B P+ 45-02-16  45-04-00 (24)CJ 44=F, Douglas, AZ
Cohn, Herbert B P+ 45-02-03  45-10-19 (31)CJ 44-B, Stewart, NY
Coleman, James Ray P+ 43-11-18  44-02-25 MIA/POW 43-A, williams, AZ
Cook, Louis G P+ 43-04-04 43-11-08 Tour(25) 42-G, Moultrie, GA
Correll, Walter E CP 44-08-21 45-07-13 (30) 42-K, Yuma, AZ
Coughlin, John F P+ 44-02-26  44-04-24  KIA 43-G, albany, GA
Cowan, George S _ CP 44-10-01  44-10-15  (1)MIA/PW 44-D, Seymour, IN
Coyne, John M P+ 44-04-29  45-01-00 Tour
Crook, Charles A P+ 44~-10-30 44-12-15 KIA 44-A, Luke, AZ
Crowl, Clarence J cp 43~-11-18  44-02-0> MIA/POW 43-G, Altus, OK
Cuddeback, Aaron E CP 42-12-08 43-03-04 KIA 42-C, Stockton, CA
Cummings, James O CP 43-04-12  43-05-21 MIA/POW  42-K, Stockton, CA
Curtis, John W P+ 44-03-04  44-07-14  Tour
Curtis, Roger H CP 45=02-10 44~F, Stockton, CA
Dahly, Ronald N CP - .43-04-04  43-04-U5 To305BG 42-K, Stockton, CA
(16) POW
Dalessi, William F  CP 43-04-21  43-05-00 Trans 43-A, Colum' -{_MS
Davenport, Wm C CcP 44-12-11 44-F, Sebring, FL
Deck, Leland P P+ 44-05-28  44-11-27 Tour
Denny, Robert R P+ 44-06-29  45-01-19 Tour 43-1, Albany, GA
DeVack, George T P+ 44-04-03  45-04-19 Tour(31l) 43-F, Douglas, AZ

Duties: 368th Ops Off
P+ - Pilot came with crew; CJ - Post-war.Photo Mapping Project
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Death Date
80-05-04
44-France

43-05-21

84-03-31.
85-03-18
80-06-00
00-09-20
Deceased
67-08-09
03-05-17
44-01-11

83-10-25

43-03-08

43-11-03 .
65-12-06
Deceased

9y-06-30
46-08-19

95-12-14
44-04-24

Deceased
44-12-15

43-03-04

Y9-00-00

88-12-07
00-10-24
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Dobbs, Gordon L
Dodge, Robert L

Dooley, William J

borich, Leon B
Dresp, Robert F

Dryar, Henry A Jr

Edris, Warren P

Edwards, Robert L

Effland, Easton
Efird, Irwin R
Ehrler, Robert N
Elliott, John B
Endres; Frank I
Eros, Kenneth M
Erwin, Wayne H
Evans, Lester A
Evans, Padraic B
Ewan, .Avory L

Farwell, Robert H

Ferguson, James M

Field, Floyd J
Field, Phiiip J
Fix, Rene C

Forsyth, Robert J Jr
Forsyth, Wilfred J

Frantz, Weldon B
Friend, William E
Fryer, Robert R

Gassler, John
Gay, Joseph H Jr
Gaydosh, John J
Gerald, Robert S
Gile, Franklyn D
Gillogly, Fred D
Gordon, Ira L

Goris, George E Jr

Greer, Paul H
Gregg, Richard T

Hales, Fred W

Halliday, Clarence L
Hanson, Richard F

Harr, John B

Hartshorn, Richard T

Hasting, Earl W
Hathaway, Carl B

Hendershot, Leland C
Hinckley, Harry D
Hobson, Raymond H
Hodson, Richard G

Hoey, Francis J

Hoisington, Olin H

Holder, Willis C
Hopkins, Ben R

P+
P
CP-P

CP
B+

. CP

P+
CP-P
CP
P+
CP
Ccp-P
P+
P+
P+
P+
CP

P+
Duties:
P+

P+
Ccp-P
CP

P+

cp

P+
CP-P

P+
P+
P+
CcP

CP-P
cp
P+
cp-P
cp

CP
5

CP
Pt
CP
P+
P+
CP

(4
CP-P
CP

45-02-16

44=-07-08  45-05-00
43-04-11  43-10-02
45-02-04  45-11-00
42-07-17 42-11-19
44-05-28 44-09-12
42-12-30 43-03-U8
44-04-21  45-01-14
45-02-16

43-04-21 43-05-21
43-12-01  44-05-24
42-07-17 43-01-03
43-11-27  44-05-28
44-07-27 45-01-07
44-05-09 44-09-12
44-12-27  45-04-19
44-07-28  45-01-07
43-03-12  43-04-17
44-08-28  44-09-12
42-03-27 43-01-03
368th Supply Off
43-04-21  43-05-21
43-11-18  44-07-14
43-12-01  44-03-27
45-01-13

45-02-10

44-03-15  44-03-27
42-07-12  43-03-04
42-07-12  43-04-17
43-11-U3  44-03-21
43-09-13  44-02-25
45-04-09  46-05-07
43-12-00 44-03-14
43-05-00

42-07-17 43-04-17
43-09-13  44-02-25
43-08-10 43-11-03
44~12-13  45-04-1Y
44-09-01 45-02-00
44-12-26

44-08-08 45-01-18
42-06-00  42-08-00
43-11-11 43-11-26
44-11-28

44-05-15  44-12-10
44-09-02  45-04-00
43-10-31 43-11-13
45-02-03

42-06-00 42-08-00
42-03-28 42-04-00
43~-11-11 43-11-26
44-05-15 44-09-01
44-09-12  45-04-19
43-04-04  43-04-17

44-F,
(30) 43-K,
Tour(25) 42-1,
(19)cJ 42-B,
DOW 42~F,
Tour

(9)MIA/PW '42-D,

Tour(35) 44-A,
44-G,
MIA/POW  43-A,
(28)MIA/PW43-D,
MIA/POW  42-F,
‘Tour 43-G,
Tour 44-A,
Tour 43-G,
Tour
Tour 44-4,
KIA 42-1,
(5)MIA/PW 41-D,
MIA/POW 42-B,
KIA
Tour 43-E,
(16)MIA/PW43-F,
44-F,
(4)MIA/PW 43-1,
KIA 42-B,
Tour to  42-F,
384BG
Tour 43-C,
KIA 44-A,
(3) CQ 44-C,
Tour(25) 42-1,
(1)Trans 42-1,
MIA/POW  42-F,
KIA 43-E,
KIA 43-A,
Tour(35) 44-F,
Tour(35) 44-C,
(33)Cc] 44-H,
Tour(35) 43-J,
Trans 42-E,
MIA/POW  43-E,
43-K,
Tour 44-A,
Tour(35) 44-B,
KIA
MIA/POW  43-F,
Tour bk,
Tour 44-B,
MIA/POW  42-K,

Pecos, TX

Douglas, AZ
Minter, AL
Mather, CA
Lubbock, TX

Columbus, MS
Stockton, CA
Roswell, NM
Roswell, NM
George, IL-
Lubbock, TX
Marfa, 1TX
Stockton, CA
Albany, GA

Stockton, CA
Minter, AL

Stockton, CA
Brooks, TX

Marfa, TX
Altus, OK

Douglas, AZ
Albany, GA
Mather, CA
Lubbock, TX

Columbus, MS
Columbus, MS
Columbus, MS
Ellington, TX
Roswell, NM
Lubbock, TX
Lubbock, TX
Columbus, M5
Douglas, AZ
Victoria, TX

Waco, TX
Marfa, TX
Stockton, CA
Elldéngton, TX
Mission, TX
Seymour, IN
Stockton, CA

Blytheville, AR
George, IL
Stewart, NY
Roswell, NM

147
96-09-13

43-11-13

42-11-19
85-10-21

01-07-18
93-07-U8
71-03-09
65-07-27

Deceased

43-04-17

43-05-21

43-03-04

98-03-10
64-02-25

yg-12-22
44-02-25
43-11-03

98-08-31
86-06-00
Deceased
67-12-00

43-11-13
98-03-07

R0-04-27



Howe, Gene B CP 44-08-08  45-04-19
Huelat, Edward E Jr CP 44-07-21  45-02-00
Hulings, Thomas E P 44-10-11 45-10-24
Duties: 368th Cmdr
Hunt, Elmer E. CP-P  44-11-~28  45-10-19
Husband, Toy B -P+ 43-04-21  44-07-14
Hutsell, Harley C _CP-P 44-04-03  44-09-11
=Duties: GP Ops Off
Jankowski, TheodoreA CP-P 42-06-00 43-04-17
Johnson, Allan J CP 44-02-26  44-04-24
Johnson, Carl A CP-P 44-04-23  44-07-31
Jones, Dewey 0 CP=P  43-12-01 44-06-26
Jones, Richard W P+ 44-09-22  45-04-13
Jones, William D CP=P  43-U4-21  43-09-00
Judas, Maxwell V CP=P  42-07-07 43-05-21
Katz, William P 43-07-05 44-02-06
Keilt, Walter H P+ 43-12-01  44-05-16
Keiser, William L P 45-04-09
Kelly, John M P+ 43-10-21  44-06-26
King, John R CcP 42-06-00 42-11-1Y
Kramarinko, Alex CP 42-07-07  43-04-05
Krzyston, Frank L P+ 44-04-21  44-09-11
Laden, Robert E CP-P 44-07-08 45-01-12
Lally, Glenn J CP-P  42-06-00 43-04-17
Lanford, William A P 42-03-01  43-01-1Y
puties: 368th Cmdr
Law, James S P+ 44-12-23  45-04-14
Lawson, Allan A CP 45-04-09
Lett, James S P+ 45=-04-09
Linn, Oleron S P+ 43-04-21 44-03-21
Logue, Coyle R CP 43-04-21  43-11-08
Lowe, Fred E CP 45-04-04  46-06-26
Lund, Russell S P 43-10-12  44-06-26
Lutz, Warren C P+ 44-04-05  44-04-29
Machosky, John P+ 44~07-17 44-09-11
Maenner, Arthur J CP-P  44-07-28 45-01-31
Markle, William D CcP 44-05-28  44-0Y-12
Marks, Lawrence E P+ 45-04-04  47-00-00
Marlovits, Joseph C CP-P  44~05-28  44-12-2Y
Marsh, Joe D P+ 44=09-22  44-12-05
Martin, Berton D Ccp 44-06-29  45-01-25
Martin, James E P+ 44-09-12  45-04-00
Maslanka, Edward L CP 43-08-00 43-09-06
Matzke, Robert G P 44-11-13
Duties: 368th Ops Off
Maynes, Alden D CcP 43-11-10  44-05-24
McCalley, Alva J CP-P  44-12-23
McCaulie, William T P+ 44-09-01 45-01-28
McCormack, Miles C P+ 43-09-15 45-01-28
McDaniel, Ray C CP-P  43-11-27  44-06-07
McDevett, Frazier T CP=P 44-04-30
McDowell, Robert C P+ 44-04-05  44-04-24
McGahan, Harold R CP-P 44-07-28  45-02-00

Tour 44-A, Valdosta, GA
Tour
2Tours 42-B, Foster, TX
Y2BG
(28) 44-F, Frederick, OK
Tour 42-I, Minter, AL
Tour(34) 43-1I, Douglas, AZ
MIA/POW  42-E, Williams, AZ
KIA 43-1, Seymour, IN
Tour
Tour 43-G, Waco, TX
Tour(35) 44-C, Valdosta, GA
Tour(25) 42-K, Victorville, CA
MIA/POW  42-F, Lubbock, TX
Tour(25) 42-Dec
Tour (28ATC43-D, Ellington, TX
44-I, Albany, GA
Tour 43-D, Albany, GA
Wounded  42-F, Williams, AZ
MIA/POW  42-F, Lubbock, TX
Tour 43-H, George, IL
Tour(35)
MIA/POW 42-F, Williams, AL
(9)+17 39-A, Kelly, 1EX
w15AF
Tour 43-A, Columbus, MS
44-¢, Pecos, TX
44-I, Albany, GA
Tour(25) 42-1, Minter, AL
Tour(25) 42-I, Minter, AL
(11)cy 44-H, Chandler, AZ
Tour 43~D, kllington,..TX
KIA
MIA/POW 43-J, Macon, GA
Tour(35) 44-B, Valdosta, GA
KIAa
(5)cJ 44~-B, Valdosta, GA
Tour 43-K, Valdosta, GA
KonBase  44-C, Macon, GA
Tour(35) 43-K, George, IL
45-04-00 44-B, Stewart, NY
(1/)Evade 43-B, Pampa, TX
Tour 42-C, Stockton, CA
MIA/POW  43-E, Marfa, TX
44-D, Stuutgart, AR
Tour(35) 44-A, Marfa, TX
MIA/POW  43-C, George, IL
Tour(30) 43-G, Lubbock, TX
Tour 43-K, Seymour, IN
KIA
Tour(35) 44-B, Luke, AZ

148

98-08-78

82-09-02
44-04-24

49-10-01

96-05-08
96-09-00

86-07-28
Yy7-10-11
81-05-26

98-11-14
95-06-26

75-12-25

71-03-03

79-00-00
44-04-29

Deceased

90-07-30
44-09-12

44—12-05

95-03-22
80-01-08

90-11-18

99-03-10
65-08-06
44—04=24
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McGinnis, Delbert L
McIntire, Leo S
McKay, Mack

McKinny, Ned W
McMahon, J Bruce
McStay, James T
Melton, William G Jr

Miller, Robert A.

Mitchell, Wm C Jr
Mockus, John P
Moroz, William
Morris, Harold N
Mowers, Saxe E
Mura, Anthony V Jr
Murphy, Donald W

Nally, William S
Nash, William M
Niblack, Charles T
Nickols, Carmon J

Oberhelman, Ivan W
Odle, Elbert G

Olsen, Benjamin L
Owen, Scott M

Patton, Edward R

Paulsen, Paul F

Perez, Guillermo A
Peterson, Wesley D
Phillips, James L
Puckett, Fred A Jr
Purnell, George W

Rabe, Elton C

Ranck, Roy C Jr
Raper, William S(*)
Rapp, Charles U Jr
Reber, Marlen E
Reece, Wm A Jr
Reed, Willard Dale
Reeder, William D

Regan, John M
Rehn, Albert F
Rethy, Joseph G

Risso, William L
Risk, Leon A

CP-P  44-12-27  45-10-07
P+ 43-03-12

P+ 42-04-15 43-04-08
Duties: 368th Cmdr

P+ 44-12-23  45-05-22
P+ 43-07-02  44-06-26
P+ 44-07-05 44-09-12
P+ 42-03-13  43-02-17
Duties: GP Adj, 368 Ops Off
CpP-P 42-07-07 43-07-17
Duties: A Flt Cmdr

CP-P  44-0U3-18 44-07-00
cp 44-10-30 44-12-15
P+ 44-09-25  44-10-15
CP-P  44-0Y-22  45-04-19
CP-P  43-05-25 44-04-24
cp 44-12-10 45-04-16
CP 44-04-21 44-08-02
Cp-P 43-04~-11 44-03-14
P+ 44-03-15 44-09-11
P+ 44-06-04 44~10-09
P+ 44-12-09  44-12-29
P 44-05-15 44-09-12
P 42-03-27 44-10-21
Duties: 368th Ops Off

P+ 44-12-13  45-04-03
cp 44-06-16

P+ 44-05-15 44-09-11
P+ 43-09-03  44-05-16
CP 43-12-12  45-03-29
CP 43-03-12  43-09-06
CP 44-07-17  44-09Y-11
P+ 44-03-18  44-04-24
CP-P  44-08-08  45-04-19
P+ 44-04-13  44-07-14
Duties: E Flt Cmdr

CP-P  43-07-04 44-07-14
P+ 42-06-23 44-10-30
cp 44-06-07  44-08-26
P+ 42-03-18  43-06-29
P+ 44-04-30 44-07-31
CP-P 43-07-00 44-01-11
P+ 43-11-10  44-07-29
Duties: B Flt Cmdr

P+ 42-03-19  44-04-13
Duties: Flt Cmdr, 368th Cmdr
P+ 43-11-19  44-06-26
Duties: Flt Cmdr

P+ 44-12-01

CP-P  44-07-17  45-04-00
P+ 44-08-08  45-05-17
Duties: Flt Cmdr

(25)CJ 44-g,
Tour 42-F,
(17) toUS 41-E,

Tour(35)
Tour (38)
KIA RAF
To 3Q5BG 4l1-A,
(35)

44-D,

MIA/POW  42-F,
Tour 43-7,
KIA 44-D,
MIA/POW
Tour(35) 44-~C,
Tour(25) RAF

Tour (33) 44-E,
Hospital 43-K,

Tour(25) 43-K,
Tour 43-D,
Tour(35) 43-I1,
KIA(1) 44-D,

Tour
Tour (25)

Tour(35)

Tour(35)
Tour (3U)
Tour

MIA/POW
MIA/POW
MIA/POW
Tour(35)

Tour

MIA/POW
CO 3U3BG
KIA
Tour(25)
Tour

POW "(15) _ -
Tour

Tour(25)

Tour(30) 43-E,

Tour (35)
Tour(30)

44-B,
44-A,

Brooks, TX
Lubbock, TX
Brooks, TX

Marfa, TX
Douglas, AZ

Kelly, TX
Lubbock, 1X

Albany, GA
Pecos, TX

Frederick, OK

Pecos, TX
Stuttgart, AR

Roswell, NM
Seymour, IN
Douglas, AZ
Pecos, TX

Valdosta, GA
Brooks, TX

Stockton, CA

Stuttgart, AR

Blytheville, AR

Marfa, TX
Roswell, NM
Valdosta, GA
Stockton, CA
Stockton, CA

Stockton, CA
Luke, AZ
Brooks, TX
Ellington, TX
Stockton, CA

Yuma, AZ

Blythevilile, AR

Stockton, CA

Roswell, NM

Pecos, TX
LaJunta, CO

149

87-01-00

44-09-12

77-03-03

44~12-15
76-05-00

Y6-07-16

65-06-14

44-12-29

87-03-14
81-03-14

96-12-18

79-07-22

94-06~-01

03-11-08
44-08-26

00-02-03

Deceased
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Robinson, Reginald L P+

Roeder, Gilbert H P+
Ruffin, william A P+
Runner, Robert J CP
Salada, Maurice V P+

Sandercock, Donald M CP-P
Sasser, John W P+
Scheil, William H P+
Schertz, Donald C Ccp
Schoch, Robert A P+
Schroeder, Robert W CP-P
Schulstad, Louis M P
Scolnik, Robert J CP-P
Scudder, Floyd G P
Seelos, Robert W P+
Shawe, Donald H CP-P
Shepherd, Joseph W CP
Shingler, Robert W CP-P
Smiley, Walter W P+
Smithy Charles W P+
Smith, John E CP
Smith, Paul W cpP
Smith, Robert W P+
Sterling, Edwin L P
Sumner, Walter H P+
Swan, Clinton D CP-P
Swango, Bruce L P+
Sykes, Alfred D P+
Symons, Thomas W III P+
Teare, John D P
Thompson, Carl R CP-P
Trigg, Charles L P+
Tripp, Raymond D P+
Valentine, Colin L CP
Wadley, Donald L P
Wait, Kenneth A CcP
Watkins, George T CP
Weinel, George A CcpP-P
Weiser, Richard K Jr P+
Wempe, John R CcP
Whipple, Donald E P+
Wiley, Gerald A Cp

Wilson, William A Jr CP
Winton, Frank P

Witcomb, Charles W P+
Woellner, Edwin D Jr P+
Woolbright, James G CP

43-04-23  43-11-06
43-11-27  44-04-30
44-07-21  45-01-00
45-04-09
44=-04-13  44-11-2/
" Duties: 368th Cmdr, GP Dep
44-09-22  45-04-19
44-06-16  44-09-12
43-03-12  43-04-17
44-09-22 45-04-19
43-11-19  43-12-11
44-08-29 45-01-28
42-03-19  42-07-06
44-06-15 44-10-23
" 43-10-05  43-~11-13
42-03-19  43-04-05
44-04-13  44-07-31
44-05-09  44-09-06
43-04-23 43-09-09
42-03-26  43-04-17
43-12-11  44-03-06
44-10-06  44-~12-24
45-04-09
45-02-16  45-00-00
42-03-19  43-01-22
42-06-23 43-08-06
44-06-15 44-10-12
43-11-27  44~05-05
44-12-11  45~04-13
45-03-27
43-12-01  44-02-22
43-03-12 43-04-17
43-11-03  44-03-25
44-04-13  44-07-13
43-11-27  44-04-00
45-03-27  46-00-00
43-10-00 43-11-03
44-12-23
45-04-02  45-12-22
44-04-13  44-08-10
45-04-04  46-05-25
43-12-01 44-02-22
43-04-11  43-04-17
45-04-04
44=12-01  45-04-19
42-06-00 42-08-00
44-12-26
44-09-25  44-=12-2Y
45-02-03
43-09-03  43-10-27

Zardin, Joseph F Jr CP

Tour(25)
Tour
Tour(35)

Tour(25)

Cmdr

Tour(35)
MLA/DOW
MIA/POW (5
Tour(35)
MIA/POW
Tour(35)
To 303BG
Tour
KIA
MIA/POW
Tour
Tour
Tour(25)
KIA
Internee
(3v)

(19)CJ
To 4Z23rd

Tour
Tour
Tour(35)
(6)

KIA

POW(5)
Tour(26)
Tour
Tour

€6)

K1A
(5)CJ
Tour
(6)CJ
KI1A
MIA/POW

Tour

MIA/POW

To 48ZBG

43-J,

44-D,
44-G,
42-G,

42-F,
43-E,
43-H,
43-E,

44-E,
43-A,

44-H,
43-K,
44-C,
43-6:
42-k,
44-F,
44~F,
42-1,
43-1,
42-K,
44-F,

43-D,

Lake Charles,; LA
Stockton, CA
LaJunta, CO
Douglas, AZ

Maxwell, AL

Altus, OK
Marfa, TX
Lubbock, TX
Selma, AL
Stockton, CA
Lubbock, TX
Stockton, CA
George, IL

Stockton, CA
Ft Sumner, NM
Stockton, CA
Roswell, NM
Brooks, TX
Roswell, NM

Pecos, TX

El Paso, TX
Stockton, CA
Luke, AZ
Douglas, AZ
Waco, TX
Stockton, CA
Stuttgart, AR
Columbus, MS

Lubbock, TX
Waco, TX
Winfield, KS
Albany, GA

Dothan, AL
Roswell, NM

Marfa, TX
Blytheville, AR
Valdosta, GA
Ellington, TX
Stockton, CA
Ellington, TX
Stuttgart, AR
Minter, AL
Minter, AL
George, IL
Stuttgart, AR

Yuma, AZ
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02~11-20

45-03-20

¥4-12-19

43-11-13

43-04-17

92-10-13

83-00-00

44-02-22

99-11-23

77-05-27

43-11-03

96-05-08
85-08-23

44-02-22

62-09-27



36478 BOMB SQUADRON MAVIGATORS, 1942-45

HAXE ARRIVAL ber Losr? OTHER

ARNOLD, GEORGE X 3-04-2 43-10-31 TO0R
BECK, J <EBSTER “W-12-23

BERGEN, LUTHER 42-07-07 13-07-01 TouR
BIGGS, <ILION D 42-12-08 3-03-08 NIA/POA
BISCEOF, JOSEFE A 4-04-13 “-07-14 T00R
BLOOCH, WTLLIS E 45-02-03

BORING, WALLACE D 42-06-17 3-08-19 Tom SQ mv
BRAGE, BARCIL W 43-11-00 44-06~05 TomR
BRENER, CHARLES H 5-04-09

BROWN, CLAUDE R 44-05-03 “-04-12 0
BOCHANAN, 207 E 0403  5901-17 TOm SQ mv
BOCK, STANLEY ¥ a-12-U 4{-03-06 [NTEINED
BOLLARD, FRAMK E 43-08-11 43-11-03 KA
BYCOTT, LNDREW T 3-04-2 3-0%-00 TOM
CARLINO, ANTEONY J {U-07-01 14-0%-12 NIA/POW
CASTNO, JOSEPE V 45-02-16

CHEE, BON T 44-06-10 44-11-10 TO0R
CLAGSEN, ROBERT L 3-04-23 3-05-21 21§
COMNELLY, PAUL V 4-12-3 15-03-11 10 30386
CULLEN, WILLIAX L 0308 W-06-2 W
CURBERLEDGE, THECDORE C 40429 “4-08-17 T00R(33)
CUNNIEGS, JANES O 3-04-12 3-05-21 NIA/POW
CURRLN, ROBERY J {4-08-01 15-03-06 om 10 48286
DECX, LELAND P {-05-28 4-10~00 Touk
DENBORSKI, JOSEFH J 45-00~00 505-19

DIX, NAYNARD D 2-04-04 44-01-29 . TOOR(25) SQ mv
DOBKDGSKI, JOSEPH ! 45-02-16

DONAEUE, CHARLES I 414-06~07 44-12-02 om
DORGSEKTN, ISIDORE 14-08-29 5-01-09 TOMm
DOOGHERTY, JANES J -0

EVANS, CHARLES € JR H-06-16 14-08-26 K 44-08-28
PARRFR, KENEETH X Q-11-27 U-04-02 BOSP/US
FEIESTEIN, SEYROOR N #4-09-25 44-10-15 XIA/POR
FRANCD, VICTOR H 42-06-02 42-09-07 418G
GILLASPTE, WYATT L 1-12-26 45-04~00

GLIIE, IVAN E 43-00-00 4-01-1 EVADZE
GONIALES, ONER £2-06-09 $2-08-00 TRAES
GREENE, DOMALD R 42-06-00 30103 K
GRINES, CHARLES G 2-06-02 -u-19
GROESBECK, CARL A G-0%-15  3-10-09 KI/POW
AN, 2GR W H-11-28 5000 O

HILL, FRANK J 44-02-26 H4-04-2 [STEREED
HANOND, ARTEUR B W-05-15  4-09-00 TOMm
EEPFLE, EURRAY F “W12-01 50400 TOmR
BOGAN, JoEN J 2-06-00 4404~ Tom®
BOLDEN, IRA B JR 44-06-00 14-12-18 TouR
BOLNES, CARL & 3-4-23 4-10-11 oo
BOOSER, ROBERT N 414-05-28 “-09-19 T00R
BDGHES, WILLIAN T 43-1-03 #-03-27 o0
JAEGER, JOSEPH M §4-12-13
JARES, JOHN W JR 43-12-0% 14-05-24 XIA/PO9

151



368TH BOMB SQUADRON HAVI , 194245
(71,1 ARRIVAL P Lost?
JOBE, ROBERT G 43-12-01 “W-02-22 K
JOHNSON, CARL A 14-04-2 W-0-00  TOMR
JOHES, CARL 42-06-19 43-04-17 XIA/POR
KALISH, NICHAEL 13-10-21 4-02-25  NIA/PON
KENNY, PETER G JR 44-03-15 14-03-27 NIA/POW
KPP, JAEES ® 42+06~00 ©2-08-00 TRES
KUZSEL, DOXALD C 15-04-02
LATSCHA, WMALYER V 450404
L2 EASHMAN, RAYMOHD L 4-12-1 S5-04-00 TOMm
LEAKE, CHARLES W 3-11-18 44-03-18 10 3058G
K CRUSHE 44-03-2

LEEON, CHARLES R 15-02-03
LEVY, CHIRLES ¥ 4-07-17 “-12-0 om
LEANDORSKI, ROBERT L 44-06~04 44-10-04 Tom
LINIS, RODGER C 44-05-08 H-07-31 To0R
NAC KAY, BORMAN C 12-06-00 42-08-00 TRIAES
MRNOS, PETER 43~09-00 43-11-0 [ 44
BC CARTHY, KARTIN J 43-11-77 44-06-09  TOM
EC CAOLEY, DANTEL 43-10-12 44-02-25 NIA/FOW
NEREXER, HEMRY G 15-04-09
NIEINARSKI, JOSEZPR WU-04-25 44-08-18 O
O'KDNSKI, ADRIAN P 44-06-15 44-10-06 00
O’NEILL, EDEARD P 14-04-05 “-0-29 £
OdTNS, GEORGE W JR 12-06~00 3-03-04 41
PAVIN, JOL X 44-07-28 15-01-02 00
POLLARD, THEODORE B 14-09-22 H-12-29 XIA/POH
RENAL, ALFRED J 15-01-13 w006 O
BODGERS, WENDZLL F $4-0%-2 5-01-21 Tom
BODRIGUEL, LOUIS 43-11-18 14-02-25 VADZE
20SEN, NILYON 4-0%-22 45-04-00 T00R
BOSS, FRAEK E R 42-06-00 3-0i-17  KIA/POR
ROBENSTEIN, CYRUS B “H-12-0 5-04-00 TOMm
ROSCH, FRED W 45-04-04 46-07-00 (2)
SAEIMY, JACK R 3-0%-13 44-06-26 TO0R({30)
SCHNTELAD, ROBERT B “4-03-28 440424 MIA/POR
SEIPORD, FRAKK X 44-08-08 45-01-03 fon
SBELLEY, JAMES ¢ 3-04-11 3-04-17  NIA/POW
SHEPPARD, RALPE O 15-03-27
SEITLDS, BNING IXT 43-10-31 43-11-13 [ 41
SILVERNAN, STANLEY S 3-1-1 3-11-26  NIA/POR
SIENEN, ALFEED R 3-05-00 43-11-08 1002
SKRAINAR, PRWESY A HU-04-2 44-08-08 TO0R
SLITER, RAYIOND L $3-04-2 13-09-29 T00R
STIVENSON, CHARLES L 43-11-20 Ww-ol-l K
STIVENSON, ROBERT E 140509 “-03-06 TOMm
STILLWELL, ALFRED W 43-10-31 W-07-12 M
STRADSS, MARTIN X 42-06-00 3-04-17 K
SAORTI, ROBERT R 14-07-17 “u-05-11 XI1 /PR
TANNTR, SHELBY L 43-12-01 H-05-16 MM
TELKANP, EDEARD A 44-05-15 414-03-06 T00R
YBONPSOH, LOUIS F 44-20~30 :
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368TH BOKB SQUADROH MASTGATORS, 194245 23
MARE ARRIVAL 0Pt OTEER
TONASELLA, PHILIP A 44-04-13 4-07-31 by 118
TONLINSON, ROBERT S $4-03-01 {5-01-28 Tome
TRUDE, ORLO J W07-28  15-02-00  TO0R
VARNADO, ALBAX F 14-12-09
VOZERINGER, JOEN L 0-08-20  43-10-08 X0
WAGISTR, BILLY D W07-08  -12-18  fom
WABTR, KETTE L Wo0s-21 (50327  Tom sq |y
WIGHN, REGINALD & 0-03-12  -04-17  NIA/POA
WILSON, EARRY W04-30  14-08-08  TOOR
WILSOH, JORN C O-11-19  W-08-02 Tom
1ABGRSKY, EENRY 0-09-03  3-10-17  TRANS
LALOSKY, ISMC 15-02-10



154
168TH BOMB SQUADRON BOMBARDIERS, 1942-45 -

1114 ARRIVAL T Los? OTEER |

ALLEN, EEREAN 7 0-11-20  (4-03-06  INTERNED ™

ANDERSOH, PAUL B W-05-09  W-0%-06 TOM

ANTOON, NITCHELL K G-11-27  W-07-00 00

ASHEAN, CHARLES A O-1u-03 [ -

BALTIER, DOMALD W 3-11-18  (-04=00  T00R

BANTA, ROBERT B W06-16 4-09-12 KN

BINTUS, WALYER J 20600  12-08-00

BLATYICA, LEOMARD P 0003 W-0-3 M -

BLOTNTR, JOSEFE L W09-25  -10-15  HIA/POR i

PORNER, OLIVER A JR W07-28  W-09-12 NIA/POW

BORONER, RALPE L W07-17  (5-02-20  TOOR (30) S0 BomB

BOIGTY?, ROBZR? O 44-06-04 1

BOSSZLL, YD ;R 0Q-10-21  §-06-26 TO0R SQ BIB

BREUNIG, WILBIR ¥ Q0600 -04-17 K0

BRIGGS, STANLEY 0 5-02-03

EROGN, JOEN A JR 00312  3-04=17  NIA/POR m|

BORNZTT, ALBZRT P W-0-29  -09-00  TOOR

BURTIS, JOGK 1 20600  (2-08-00  TRANS

CANPRILL, LESLIE ? We12-09 (50400 ®©R2 0w -

CARGTLL, WILLIAN D 2-07-01  42-08-00  TRANS r—]

CARSTEN, PAOL R W-03-06  4-07-14  EK-10T0

CHRISTOTIORI, LAMREMCE P 440318  -04-2¢  KIL/POR \

CLAYX, WILYRED ? (5-02-10 a

COSLY, QUENYIN T W-12-23 ,

DANTZLS, POSTER G 120628 1-05-21 KN

DEDCBORSKI, KYROW J $3-05-13  4-01-11  NIi/PON ~

DOREAN, LYLR 2 H-12-13 l

FLIRIDGE, RICHARD D H-04-13  W-07-00  TO0R »

PADLKNER, GRORGE R W-12-23 15-11-00 TO0R(34)/C

PONTANE, CHARLES 3-11-00  (-05-00 TOMR -

FREDERICK, GEORGE W 02-06-19 0-03-04 KA i

FREDERICK, JANES A W-09-22 (50519  TO0R ‘

FUTTERNAN, SITWEY (-02-26  44-03-2¢  BOSP .

GILLESPIE, CLARENCE 13-04-04 A

GOEDE, WILLIAX ¥ 20600  2-08-00  YRAES =

GRETTOH, GEORGE ¥ §-03-07  W-04-2¢  EI\/POR

GRINES, THOMAS C 15-03-27 -

GUSTAPSON, BURTOR C 0-11<00 (0524  MIA/PON .

EANSON, RICHARD P 02-06-00  42-08-00 .

HARNSTON, BOWARD L 01201  4-02-25  NI\/POR

HARRISON, JANES T 0-04-23  3-09-00  T00R "’]

EAYTON, SAK J W-07-08  45-02-00  TO0R

EENITT, WILLIAX C 0-06~00  13-10-09  NIA/PON

HILLS, CHARLES F W-03-15  @-03-27  NI/POR m

BODGSON, RICHARD § W-04=29  4-08-00  TOOR |

BOLY, JR., CHARLES O {4-0%-01 {5-01-31 oM L

JOENSON, JANES W W-03-08  45-02-00  TOOR

JORDAN, JOEN 8 Well=04  45-01-25  T00R ™

KETCHIE, CHARLES JR 12-06-19 ?

KEOI, JANES L W-01-05  (-04-29 KIA

KOSAKORSKI, JOSEPE E 2-06-19  43<07-01  TOOR 5Q BoEB -



368TH BOXB SQUADRON BOMBARDIERS, 1942-45

HANE ARRIVAL P Lost? OTHER
KRIENIAN, LOOIS J W02 15-02-00 Tot
LANB, BEVEILY R 02-04-3 13-10-11 TOUR
LADGHLIN, JR., JANES E $2-1-27 44-02-25 XIA/POR
LEVY, ROBERT T Q20600 ©-01-03 KU SQ BONB
LOGAN, DANTEL A JR 3-11-03 14-04-00 Toor
LONG, JOSEPH ¥ §4-03-22 45-04-00 TOomR
NAC HTLLAN, DOOGLAS L 4-05-15
NARSHALL, JACX G $H-04-20 140305 Tom
BC CUTCHAN, ROBERT I 45~02-16
KC KELVEY, VAEDYKE §2-06-19 2-12-12 Wi
EC TAGUE, BARRY D 45-02-16
NILLER, BRVIN F JR 44-05-21 {5-01-10 TOMR
NOFTOYA, EDOARDO A 9-04-23 43-12-26 TOUR(25) 5Q BONB
BORROW, JAMES B 43-11-14 43-11-26 NIA/POW
XURRAY, JANES E 43-04-04 43-04-05 KA
BORRIS, JO&N H §4-07-21 45-02-00 Tot
BORTOH, IRVING R H-04-2 44-10-10 TO0R SQ BOXB
POLICH, JOHN J H-04-13 “-07-14 TOMR
PROCTOR, RCBERT F 43-12-01 1-02-2 NIA/FOR
RICEARD, LEO E 1-05-2 H-0%-12 o0
POBERTS, WILLIAN ¥ JR H-07-17 14-0%-11 NIA/POR
$0SS, DONALD R 43-11-19 15-08-01 2 TOURS(41)/CJ SQ BOXB, GP BOKB
SANSON, NORRAY J 3-4- 43-10-08 ELL/POH
SADNDERS, WILLIAN W 42-06-19 43-04-05 HIA/POW(17)
SCHODEIRGER, STANFORD L “-12-1 45-05-19 .
SCEWARTI, BENNETT H 44-07-05 45-04-00 Tom
SEED, JOE D 44-05-15 4-03-06 Tom
SETFRIED, EDWARD J I-4-12 14-12-00 fom
SHAERPR, JAXX D 43-03-12 3-04-17 HIA/POR
SBOOK, JAMES E H-12-27 15-05-19
SILVERSTEIN, STAHLEY 3-04-83 13-12-20 TO0UR(25) SQ BoEB
SYEAD, PARKER {4-06-15 44-10-00 Tom
STRAOSER, JOHN A 43-10-31 43-11-13 I
Sas, oo C §4-05-28 44=03-00 TOmR
SAPP, WYLIE @ 43-06-00 43-10-00 TO0R(25)
TAPPER, CEORGE § 9-11-27 44-06-26 TO0R
TATHAN, CGILBERT C -12-01
THAYER, REGTNALD H JR {U-03-25 15-05-15 (79)154r,30F SQ boxB
TINGLER, FRANI E 43-1-27 H=07-31 broii ]
107, DEOMNIS H{-04-03 {4-09-06 To0R
TOMESEED, DEAN § 4-07-28 45-01-10 00
TITIONY, WARRPM P 44-08-29 4-09-12 XIA/PON
URICH, RUSSELL C JR 44-10-07 15-03-26 TOUR
UEEAN, BAREY 43-08-11 3-11-03 K
VLABOS, NICHAEL L 44-06-07 44-08-26 ai
WEBIR, JOHN G 44-08-29 15-05-05 Tom
WILY, JERCHE H H“-05-2 15-03-00 Tom:
WILKINS, JOSEFE C 43-01-00 43-03-08 KIA/POW
FILSON, ROBERT G 44-12-26 45-05-00 TOmR
VINTIRS, AUGUST 43-04-11 43-09-05 EVADEE
YOUBG, EARRY L G-04-23  3-05-21  MLA/POW
IASADIL, FRAEK E 42-06-23 12-08-00 TRANS
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RADAR HAVIGATORS, 368th BOMB SQUADROH, 1942-45

nxe ARRIVAL ber Lost? OTHER
BRIAN, JERRY E 44-10-02 5~01-23 TO0R
BURLEY, LAWRENCE W 45-01-2
HALL, BOGARD L 44-10-01 45-02-00 TOIR
LOCAS, PORDIE K 44-07-30 15-02-00 TOmR
EC DUNTEL, CLIFFORD € 45~03-00
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m OFFICERS, 368th BONB SQUADRON, 1942-45

Cock, David A

Patheree, Ira J Llectronics

Fisk, Panl K

Sallsan, 2dqar S Supply Off

Miatant
Bobsca, Raymood A Arsamest
Klawuhn, Bobert L Commmications
Kreber, Glempon A B Eess

Lindquist, Allyn A

Lloyd, Stanley L  Armasent & Ord.
EcClung, James B Surgecs
EcSealey, San § Intelliqence

Rasza, Edard ¢ Adjutant
’ Rxecutive

Hflaxn, Jesse L  Cosmmicaticns
Boore, Richard L  Plans § Training

Miutant
Ordnance

Bmal, H Deane

Night
Bovak, Joha X Gunary

0’Sallivan Jeremiah ¥

Istelligesce
Routt, Jackson R Jr Bombsight Raiat

duty

Artosy, Raymozd L  Intelligence
Cotfin, limri L Supply

dates

19 Jun 42-1% Jun 43
Feadover

=31 Oct 43

Jan 4S5~Jul &5

-7 lpr U4

Jumn §2-

14 Bov 42-29 Sep 3
2 Jun 42-

Sl -

5 Nay 44~

A Ky €2-31 g &3
3oct W~

11 Ang 43-
6 Jm -
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MASTER SERGEANTS, 368th BONB SQUADROH, 1942-45

HANE pori 10 ESGT ARR T
Allen, George B Instnument Chief
Aye, Jobn S Prior 43-12-15
Baker, Marshall £ ¢ 1st Sqt 42-04-01 43-12-05
Black, Ocel R ¢ Crev Chief 42-06~00 42-04-00
Bone, Charles W ¢ Crev Chief §-03-22
Bradley, Robert V ¢ Flight Chief ©2-12-03  42-04-00
Clark, Cxval ¥ Crev Chief 42-04-00
Line Chief
Cordery, Benry C ¢ st Sqt, Tall Gumner  42-04-06  42-04-06  4-03-14(25)
Crossland, B 7 Mlight Chief 12-04-03
Des Roches, Joseph A A Crev Chief 42-04-00
Dougan, Dozald ¥ Crev Chief 14-03-29 O-0-13
Drume, William X Crev Chief 12-04-03
Ldney, James B (d) Crev Chief 42-04-03
Edvards, Clyde C Crev Chief -03-22
Elbert, Ralph B. Crew Chief 42-06-00 44-03-23
Fabey, Bernard A (d) Plight Chief 2-04-00
Gabzish, Joe P ¢ Cree Chief 42-04-00
Gurr, Woodrow € Armapent Chief 42-06-00 43-03-13
Kays, Paul R (d) Crev Chief 42-10~00
Mullen, Vincent ¥ (d) Crev Chief 4-07-01 42-04-00
Oven, Gearge G ¢ Commmications Chief  42-06~00  42-04-00
Patterson, Lee @ ¢ 1st sqt $4-05-01 2-04-00
Sackett, James L Armasent Chief 44-05-01 42-04-00
Saspson, Johm P 1st sqt 0-01-01  42-04-20
Tech Supply Chief
Troutz, Robert J (d) Crev Chief 42-10~00 42-04-00
Lize Chief
Tyler, James ! Tlight Chiet 42-04-00
Line Chief
Walker, Gilbert E 42-10~00 42-04-00
#hite, Everett P Base Material Chief 3-06-02 12-04-03
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B-17 AIRCRAFT, J68th BOMB SQUADRON, 1942-4S

159

i K m nx iR RoOZL er aQm I ua
COCAINE BILL 6
n. san r
006 §2-40006 ¢ LIBERTY WOL-LL G 44-03-06 ML BERLIN §T0 SWEDEE (v.SXITH) ms
028 43-3%028 0 W-12-17 ¢
031 4339031 ¢ @176 44-12-29 NIA BINGZE (v.WORLLEZR) 1254
034 42-301 1 a-m-nr 43-04-17 ERENEN (v.JANKDRSKT)
052 42-5052 ¢t NIIPAN 005017  (3-09-2 TRIES 10 30186
047 W-6047 7 U016 §4-10-15 KTA COLOGHR (v.BNOR03) “n
093 €2-31093 ¥ “-02-21 ¢ 44~09-12 CRASHID AT EARSYON (w.DOEXIN)
13 @231 ¢ W-0-126¢  {4-05-24 DL BERLIN (v.EHRLER) 952
125 @2-4125 2-12-00
Wwene 10 wTmaw Q05187 3-11-13 BLEUP OVER ENGLUD (v.SCUTORR)  JOZ GARRISH
165 2-30165 ¢ O<0-27  14-01-07 TIAXS YO I
144 -3 x nm HO-09 6 15-05-00 TRAES 10 33186
158 42-38185 J H-0-BC (500~ TIES 10 I
158 2-3u%0 J G126  WO-TTTURS 02 1D
163 42-30163 D O-05-017  13-0%-06 HIL STUTTCARY (v.PEYTRSON)
180 42-5140 B oec 2-12-0F  13-0625 KA ELKBOXC (v.LOQAN)
28 €2-312t5 K G114 44-02-25 NIA ADGSBORG (v.COLENAN) 168
20 B-1x0 ¥ DEmArE 018 6 45-01-10 NI CYNNICH (v.EATHAROY) uIa
A1 2551 r
I QAN I MGIN THE BOGUINE 404026 45-05-00 TRANS 10 341 X WILLLAX SEawsos
SIZ poco I
ame-nmn o o-12-126¢ 3-12-31 CHLSHED
@mn o H04-00 ¢ 4-01-01
362 w-062 L 4-11-20 G PTY
30 Qs ¢ VAFOR TRALL Q-12-19¢  (~03-77 KA L) BOCRTULX (w.FIX) 77 ]
38 2914 0 TAILETED HU-06-06 € 44-09-12 NIk ROBLADD (w.S4SSTR) . FRARCES EOLLIES $3M
38 3-3831 ¢ “-0-a ¢ 15-02-1¢ SILNACX
06 2-31406 0 “-01-0 € 44-02-22 NIA BEREBORG (v.STRONS) 50
0 a5 KLIPAX 4
o esun 3 O-04-00 1 43-12-23 TRXS 10 918C
3 G- 0 MICOTINE FELLY “-03-15 ¢
438 -3 0 44-10-00 € 15-01-08 SILVAGK
54 42-3us4 B ST ANTEONY 0122 ¢
65 1-20465 X ETANA FOSTR Q08161 3-04-05 LITVEXP (v.SEXIO0S) OCTL BLAX 67
466 1-21468 2-08-16 1 G-04-11 10 LN ORVAL (UK
6466 018 ¢ 45-03-28 SALVACED
&7 1-2067 GXIN REAPER Q-02-16 1 13~04-17 RRINEY (v.LALLY) m
4 Q=310 ¥ ELITisTY H0-BC  1S0-18
@7 1-2187 Q non mm Q-0-161  3-1-05 IX. 10 0.8, JARRS EDNRY
49 1-2u9n Q-08-16 1 13-04-11 0 SN RAYRCRD ASSNMATHY
194 42-29498 DK BORSE 4
S0l 41-24501 Q-08-16 1 $3-01-03 MAKX (v. FOCISON) RANL DETBERY 97
S02 €1-24502 ¥ Q2-08-16 1 13-07-28 QUSK $/0INOID, 10 AAFSC JOSEFY HLRETIC
507 4-s07 P IUEIX NIDZ 12-08-16 I (3-04-11 10 SILVAGK: LATER YO 3343¢ KATS/ QBRI SK
512 @-1012 SRt IS o U005 6 45-05-00 TRANS 70 418G (DOSN 43-12-01)
S a1-26514 K @2-08-16 7 43-03-08 MUY (v.BIDDZERADY) CILEDNY EALKYR
516 41-24516 KELYING POT 42-08-16 1 42-03-01 DIICHED OfF IRFLIED (v.MELYON)  HERNAN A DUVIS
520 42-3520 ¢ 20916 ¢ 3-12-07
533 42-3533 0 ¢



B-17 AIRCRAFT, 368th BOMB SCUADRON, 1942-45

160

/I K Tm n iR oo oer QECIr oaa
556 42-315%6 D U01-04 ¢ 14~01-29 NIA BZRLIN (v.LOT1) Q@
560 41-24560 * Q2-0-16 1 BRI CARPBELL
575 3-37575 1 SICX TINE SALLY 414-06~06 C 45-05-27 TRARS 70 1948C
SI6 42-30586 A 0O-04-03 1 44-04~2( CBZRPFAITENHOFEN (v. EAC DOWELL)

619 42-102619 € REFORT 10 THE NAYTON 44-05-25 € 44-04-09 SILVACED, LANDING COLLISION
€13 43-37623 3 44-10-06 ¢  &4-12-15 COLLISION, SILVACED
643 2-2960) O-0-137  3-0i~17 KA BRENEN (v.NTLLER)
690 42-216%0 ¥ BELLE OF THE BRAGL #4-03-06 ¢  44-09-12 NI\ BUNLLED (w.FARSELL) 3984
©-3065% X © #1106 ¢ ¢5-01-01 NIA LINBORG (v.SYZRART) 120
700 43-31700 © H01-2 ¢ €4-03-27 SALVACED
707 42-30707 B 0-08-1 1 43-10-1¢ M\ SCENETNTORT (w.BOLESTRON)
m a-un D “-10-17 ¢  5-05-00 TRANS 10 JM1BG
24 Q-3 1 ?
76 42-30776 1 a-0-ar 43-11-03 NIL WILAPLESNAVEN (w.CORIS)
2-3976 1 G106 ¢  44-04-2¢ K1) COZRPTAFTZNHOYEN (v.COOGHLIN) 4285
12 ©2-30082 0 0-09-02 1 44-01-11 WIA MALBPRSTIDY (w.REZED)
786 4229786 1 G001  03-07-06 SucE
795 42-29795 Vo & 002017 0-09-2 TS 10 X386
796 42-977% D LIDT mADNE 4-06-05 € 44-09-19 SILNACID
802 ©3-30402 ¥ FOEDITORL BABY “10-3 6 45-05-00 TRANS 70 3418G
809 42-23809 Y 0-0-207 -0 TRIES 10 306
BL -6 ¢ Ca00-1-507Y $-01-00 6 £~05-00 TRAES 10 31BC
3 -9 Y 00~ 17 43-09-26 TRARS 10 J3BC
127 -3 O-1-U ¢  «-050
02 -2 3 I §4-05-2 RETURED 10 0.S.
42-30832 J 4-05-18 7 -11-26 D) DO (v.1OLY)
836 42-37036 P RN CIBCX O-12-30 ¢  «-0%-11 I EISona (v. MCS0SKY) "0
914 43-3491¢ B $5-02-10 € 45-05~00 TRARS 10 3L1BG
916 43-38916 ¥ S-02-08 € 45-05-00 TRAES 70 318G
928 46528 L 45-02-00 ¢
937 2-23937 1§ a-05-0a1 3-06-77 TARS
S0 @2-3n0 L WEAXY BONES 42-12-12 C 44-09-17 TAXI ACCTDENT, SALVACED
946 42-102946 1 ¢
42-971946 1 LD 10 cr “U-06-14 ¢ 44-08-26 L) CYLSEXXTRCNYN (vw.ALLEN) 8454
979 42-31979 0 u-02-2 ¢ 44-02-25 NIA ADGSBORG (w.BAYLESS) ner
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306th Bombardment Group, 8th Alrforece Hilly Garmon, artist



